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We live in a day of delinquent dads, latchkey kids, mur-
derous moms, role mixing, genetic engineering, designer
drugs, blended families, passive papas and now even
microwave Christianity. It’s a mixed-up world. 

Compromise is the rule of the day.  Our society deals
with images, not issues. As a result, we suffer from the rec-
ompense of having leaders with great personal charisma
who are devoid of upright character.

• It’s a day when a national news anchorperson 
says, “The mass media is creating a market 
for mediocrity.” 

• It is a time when perversion of truth and principles
occurs with impunity. 

• It is an hour when the world stands in need of 
men, but gets wimps.

What the world cannot control, it decriminalizes and
legalizes. What Christianity cannot control, it psycholo-
gizes and rationalizes.

Today –
• Hundreds of thousands of high school American 

students admit to getting high every day, and many 
of the same carry weapons to school. 

• Millions of runaway and throwaway children live on 
the streets worldwide.

• In a poll of 469 pastors across the U.S., sixty percent 
said fornication is acceptable, ninety percent said 
there should be no legal sanctions against extramari-
tal sex, and seventy percent agreed that homosexual-
ity is not sufficient cause to refuse ordination into 
the ministry.

9

INTRODUCTION

CSM DRAFT.V3b  12/15/06  4:00 PM  Page 9



• Single-parent homes have continued to increase, with 
over ninety percent parented by the mother.

• In the most prosperous nation on earth, suicide is a 
leading cause of death among the young, and lauded
as a respectable form of death among the old.

• In one state alone, California, at least a half million 
women receive aid for dependent children because 
the fathers of the children have abandoned 
their families.

This is a time of perverted peculiarity when some of the
same people who protest the death penalty in our prisons
also parade in favor of abortion. Language has been seman-
ticized until permissiveness, passivity and pacification are
euphemisms for cowardice. Sperm banks, surrogate moth-
ers, Hollywood glamorization of the spirit of whoredoms,
porn queens, herpes, AIDS, and condoms–not celibacy–are
normal in an abnormal society. Greenmail is now joined to
blackmail. Arbitrage is the formal name for insider trad-
ing–commonly called “cheating”–in the stock market.

This day is a time for men to come forward and be
men! Our world must have them, women anxiously seek
them, children desperately need them. We cannot live with-
out them. 

The only thing women want men to be is men. And the
only thing most men desire to be is men. However, most
men do not understand what it is to be a man. The answer
is not to return to reruns of western movies and war films
to bring back the spirit of machismo. “Macho” isn’t manly.

10
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Conversion is necessary to rectify perversion. Men today
need the truth about manhood if they’re to be converted to
true manliness. Truth is life’s most priceless commodity.

A man in Florida wrote to me, “All my life I have want-
ed to be a man. I retired from the armed forces after thirty
years, I’ve been married twenty-eight years, and in all this
time no one has ever taught me what it is to be a man. Your
book changed my life. For the first time in my life I under-
stood what a real man was, and how I could be that man.
Thank you.”

That’s reason enough for this book. As a man, there
are truths today that you need to know. It is the truth that
sets you free to be the man God created you to be. Truth
must be spoken in love. Love is the qualification for
speaking the truth.

In preparing this book, we did a survey of the letters
received in our office, and with one exception the major
concerns of every letter were basically about communica-
tion, sex and money.* The one exception was the overrid-
ing concern people had for the welfare of their friends and
neighbors in a mixed-up world. It was the overwhelming
desire of all who wrote to know that their loved ones were
in a right relationship with God. The survey showed other
concerns to be broken marriages, divine guidance in daily
living, and drugs.

Many men who wrote expressed fear of their relation-
ships with women, and many women–especially married
women–confessed they had never experienced true love.
The common complaint of all women who wrote that their
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marriages were unsatisfactory was simply their husbands’
failure to communicate. According to these ladies, lack of
communication is the single most important failure of men.
Even the single women found it hard to establish commu-
nication with men. They complained that men do not
know how to be friends, carry on an adult conversation or
understand what it means to be a gentleman.

However, for every problem created, God the Creator
has a solution. 

Three basic problem areas exist in any relationship
between a man and woman. They are communication, sex
and money. That is true whether the people are single or
married. In this mixed-up world, some basic truths can
help you in all three areas. It is my purpose and prayer that
the next few pages will begin to help change your life.

*Note: Fifteen years after writing this book, the letters I
receive are still about communication, sex and money. But
primarily, they are now about sex and, specifically, about
Internet pornography. So pervasive is the Internet porn prob-
lem, that we created a video entitled “Passport to Freedom”
to confront the issue and bring help and healing. Use the
coupon in the back of this book to receive your copy of the
video. That societal ill alone is reason enough to read this
book!

12

Introduction

CSM DRAFT.V3b  12/15/06  4:00 PM  Page 12



Man: The
Glory of God

Fame can come in a moment, but greatness comes with
longevity.

Men were created for greatness. In fact, they were cre-
ated for more than greatness–they were created for the
glory of God.

The last seven years of my life have been spent with
men, watching a “new awakening” take place in hundreds
of thousands of men’s lives throughout the world, as they
came to an understanding of what it is to be the men they
were created to be. And–I’ve heard the humor applied to it.

13

1

CSM DRAFT.V3b  12/15/06  4:00 PM  Page 13



At a men’s conference, Leonard Albert, the master of
ceremonies, introduced me as the speaker to a throng of
men with these words: “Last year when Mr. Cole was here,
one of the men became so excited about becoming a ‘max-
imized man’ that he went home immediately to tell his wife
what kind of man he was going to be, and how she need-
ed to respond to it.

“She didn’t receive it the way he thought she would and
the exchange between them became so heated that it did not
cool off until he finally got her down on her knees. There
she was, on her knees, in the bedroom, looking under the
bed, and saying, ‘Come out and fight like a man!’”

The same place where Leonard shared his humor,
another fellow told this: “Adam was standing with his two
sons on the riverbank looking back across at Eden from
whence they had come, and while staring at it he told them,
‘Sons, that’s where we used to live before Mother ate us out
of house and home.’”

We can joke all we want to, but the truth is–life is not
a joke nor are relationships a joking matter. Marriage can
be the closest thing to a heaven or hell we will ever have in
this life.

As men, we need to understand that God made men and
women unique, to be different from all other creatures–and
from each other. They were, and are, created to fulfill dif-
ferent purposes and roles in life. However, it is these very
differences between the genders that cause difficulties in
maintaining their relationship together. The differences

14
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were meant to bring balance and blessing to human lives,
not to disrupt, disturb, demean, or destroy them.

God created man in His image and for His glory, and
created the woman for the glory of the man. In the scrip-
tural account of creation it shows Adam to be “alone.”
Being “alone” can be a blessing, but being “lonely” never
is. His aloneness degenerated into loneliness and became a
cursing rather than a blessing.

In Eden, Adam had fellowship with God, but he had no
peer because God is without peer. Adam loved God, but he
was still without an object of his love on earth that was his
peer. For love to be love, there must be an object of love.
So in His wisdom, God caused Adam to fall into a deep
sleep, and from his rib formed the woman, a perfect coun-
terpart for Adam. Adam called her Eve.

God did not create Eve from the dust of the earth as He
did Adam because He had already put His characteristics
into human form in Adam. To have made a new creation
from anything other than what was already in Adam
would have been to make something inferior to Adam.

The rib God used to make the woman was symbolic of
certain characteristics which God took from Adam to
make the woman. The qualities that God placed into Eve
are what today we consider to be the woman’s nature.

In the nature of God are all the characteristics that are
components of mankind. In God are the all-embracing,
perfectly balanced characteristics of the disciplinarian and
the nurturer, toughness and tenderness, masculinity and
feminity. Marriage, the unifying of husband and wife into
“one flesh,” represents the bringing together again of these
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godly characteristics that were invested in man alone, and
then separated into male and female.

From man came the woman through creation, and by
woman has come man in procreation since then. God’s
unique balance of life is evident.

Both men and women have part of God’s image within
them, and both individually glorify God. But, although
they each share a common image, they each have a sepa-
rate human nature.

The man was created from the dust of the earth, and
the woman from the rib of the man. That’s why it seems
natural for a man to be dirty, but it never is for a woman.
However humorous that may sound–think on it. A man
may smoke his cigar, use profanity, and tell his dirty stories,
and people accept that as a “man’s kind” of way, but it is
incongruous to the nature of a woman.

Men and women are unique, and each has their own
individual uniqueness. A man was created for the glory of
God, and the woman for the glory of the man. But how can
a woman be the glory of a man unless that man is becoming
the glory of God by being conformed to the image of Christ?

We live in what has been called the “era of the mediocre
man,” meaning men want authority but not accountability.

Mediocrity is the bane of excellence. Mediocrity begets
no glory. Excellence in spirit begins with having an excellent
spirit. The more Christlike the man, the greater the glory.

Churchianity and Christianity are not synonymous.
Neither are reactions and results. Mediocre men offer God
reactions, while God wants results from their lives.

16
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When Jesus Christ healed the blind, He used a different
method for every miracle. The touch always produced the
same result, but the reactions varied. Today, too many men
try to teach the method instead of desiring the touch, and
reward reactions instead of results. The method was
instant and the touch was constant.

Transposition is the common error of humanity. Typists
transpose letters and write “untie” instead of “unite.” Big
difference. Transposition will wreak havoc in our lives.
Transpose analog with digital and nothing will work. In
the same way, you cannot attribute to a work of the flesh
what can only be done in the life by the Spirit of God. 

God’s glory in the Old Testament dwelled in the Holy
of Holies, an earthly tabernacle made with hands, con-
structed by Israelites. Today–since the advent of Christ–the
glory of God resides in tabernacles not made with hands,
but in the hearts of men.

“Microwave Christians” want instant salvation, sancti-
fication and glorification. They don’t want to take the
time, exercise the patience, determine the will, or pay the
price to go through the fire of God’s perfecting power that
they might be filled with His glory. 

Pottery is made strong in a fiery kiln, steel is tempered
in a red-hot forge, and men are made when the fire of God
burns the dross out of their lives and leaves them filled with
the glory of God. A surgeon doesn’t operate on a patient
because he delights in pain, but because he loves health and
hates disease. So God doesn’t do things to our hurt, but to
our health.

17
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God does everything for the purpose of revealing more
of Himself to us.

Man was created for the glory of God.
The woman was created to be the glory of the man.
A woman glories in her relationship to a man who

manifests the nature and image of Christlikeness.
That’s the man God wants you to be.

18
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The 
Uniqueness 
Of Woman

God gave man and woman their own individual,
unique nature. To each of them it is a glory.

The unique desires of each are satisfied differently, the
result of God’s creative wisdom. The basic differences
between the male and the female need to be understood
from a Biblical perspective. Israel’s sin was dealing with
God as if He were a man. Many a man misses the mark in
dealing with a woman because he makes the same mistake.
He tries to deal with her as if dealing with a man.

19
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In creation, God put Adam in the Kingdom of God, and
the Kingdom of God in Adam, when He placed Adam in
Eden and gave him stewardship over the whole earth.
Adam was created in the image of God and for the glory of
God. God created him in a state of concreated holiness,
without sin, and therefore with a perfect mind, body and
spirit. Adam could exercise obedience to God’s command
and name everything on earth that needed to be named–his
mind was capable because it was without blight. Sin brings
blight. Adam was without sin, therefore without blight.

To know what Adam was like in his original manhood,
you need only to look at the second Adam, the Lord Jesus
Christ, in His humanity. 

Given the responsibility of stewardship over the earth,
Adam derived his greatest satisfaction from the reproduc-
tion process that God had established for the replenishing
of the earth. As steward over the earth, Adam was given
the responsibility of overseeing the process of re-creation.
His unique nature and desire were basically satisfied in
relationship to his stewardship and the reproductive
process involved in it.

From then until now, a man’s source of fulfillment has
never changed. Man still derives his greatest satisfaction
from the reproductive process of his stewardship over the
earth. His job–whether farming, running a lathe, operating
a steel mill, selling clothes, managing a company, digging
ditches or exercising authority as the chief executive officer
of a corporation–is still where a man finds his basic satis-
faction in life. 

20
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The workplace is where a man’s unique desire is basi-
cally satisfied. The farmer’s satisfaction with the reproduc-
tive process is found at harvest-time. A salesman finds it
when the customer buys the product or service, an archi-
tect when his plans become a finished building, an account-
ant when his audit is completed, and a preacher when his
altar call produces results.  We men were created that way.
It’s never changed.

God’s pattern for the replenishing of the earth through
the process of each seed-bearing plant reproducing after its
own kind was transferred to the reproduction process for
mankind. To replenish the earth, God established a repro-
ductive process whereby the man would plant his seed into
the woman, and the earth would be replenished with
humanity. Because the reproduction process of replenishing
the earth was the most satisfying to a man’s unique nature
in relationship to his job, it became the same in relation-
ship to a woman. The same principle applied to both stew-
ardships–that of the the earth and of the family.

God made sex to be enjoyable so the man would desire
it and fulfill God’s command to replenish the earth. Sex
isn’t something a man is forced to engage in. Sex is the
most satisfying aspect of a man’s life in relationship to a
woman. It is also the reason most men can be satisfied with
their paycheck at work and sex at home, and not be too
concerned with much of anything else. Paycheck and sex,
and most men are content.

But, that won’t satisfy the needs of a woman nor satis-
fy his God-given responsibilities and character as a man.
When a man fails to recognize, understand, or meet the
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unique needs of a woman, it can cause trouble–for her, for
him. Procreation may be an evidence of manliness for
some, but it is never an evidence of maturity.

Love is greater than sex. Love has evidences and provi-
sions that every man needs to understand. Sex is not a part
of love when it is the expression of lust. Woman was made
to be beautiful, desirable, and loved. Unfortunately, because
of his tendency to worship the creature rather than the
Creator, man has corrupted the natural beauty of woman
by looking upon her as an object to be taken or bought in
order to satisfy his own lust. Strong words. But true.

It is also true that many a woman thoroughly enjoys
her ability to seduce a man, and to exercise power over him
through her seductive capabilities. There would be no
pornography to look at if there were no women who
desired to flaunt their sexual prowess.

The women’s liberation movement began as a justifi-
able rejection against men’s double standards, but through
time it degenerated into a general rebellion against all men.
The rejection of male chauvinism by women was admirable
because woman was never meant to be a victim of some
man’s predatory passions and lusts. Rejection is often a
proper course of action, but rebellion never is. Still, the
existence and growth of even radical feminism serves to
illustrate a point: Women are tired of being misunderstood
and abused!

Men must learn to minister to the woman’s unique
nature. Both single and married men need to know and
understand the nature of both sexes, but many do not even
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recognize their own unique male nature. Men complain
that they do not understand women, but often they simply
do not understand themselves.

To misunderstand women is to misjudge and mistreat
them. That’s why women suffered from male dominance
for centuries. Christianity is the only religion that has ele-
vated woman to the place God originally created her to
be–not as inferior, but as a joint-heir with men.

A woman’s uniqueness is her greatest appeal to a
man–and his greatest challenge.
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PART ONE

COMMUNICATION
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Communicating
with God

All good communication in life must begin with com-
munication with God. That’s where truth is found.

In the parable of “the sower and the seed” our Lord
teaches us that immediately after the seed is sown, Satan
comes to steal it. The seed is the Word of God, and it is the
Word that Satan immediately tries to steal, kill, or destroy.

By causing their disobedience to the word, Satan stole
the word from Adam and Eve, and brought about cata-
clysmic change in human society and on earth. Pharaoh
tried to recapture Moses and the children of Israel imme-
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diately after they left Egypt. After Elijah’s great victory on
Mount Carmel, he was immediately threatened by Jezebel,
and ran for his life. Herod tried to kill Jesus immediately
after His birth, and did destroy all the children in Israel
under two years of age. Immediately after His baptism,
Jesus was led into the wilderness and there was tempted of
the devil. Satan was trying to steal “the Word.” But after
overcoming the evil one, Jesus “returned in the power of
the Spirit.”1

In the Bible, the number forty designates a probation-
ary period. Forty days the rain was on the earth, forty years
the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness, Jesus was
in the wilderness being tempted for forty days. After every
great work of God, or a word given from God, a proba-
tionary period of time ensues during which Satan tries to
steal the word or work from the lives of those receiving it.
When, as in the case of our Lord, we have overcome the
devil during that time of testing, we then return in the
power of His Spirit as an “overcomer.”

Over and over in ministering to men, I emphasize the
truth: The day after the battle is more important than the eve.

Satan’s attempts to steal the word are the “Great Rip-
Off” in men’s lives. Satan not only tries to steal God’s
Word, but also men’s words. A subtle way to steal a man’s
word is to tempt him to live in ways that counteract what
he says. 

For example, a man may have a passion for God, yet
not love God. With all due respect to everyone, some peo-
ple telling of their “faith” lead lives that are not compati-
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ble with the Word of God, and inconsistent with His char-
acter.  Jesus said, “He that hath my commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.”2 Obedience to the
Lord’s commandments, His Word, is the evidence of loving
Him. Men may have a passion for God, they may need
God, know about God, have an experience with God, but
still not love God.

Experiencing is no substitute for abiding. Neither is
passion a substitute for love.

Men (or women) who openly tell of, or testify to, their
relationship to God must live in obedience to the Word in
order to give evidence of their love for God. Otherwise
theirs is a “testi-phony,” not a “testimony.” Their life is not
based on truth.

Satan is a tempter, deceiver, accuser and liar. There is no
truth in him. No lie can serve the purpose of God.

No lie is “white.” The closer a lie is to the truth, the
more damning it is.

Unbelief is the basis of sin, pride is the strength of sin,
and deceitfulness is the character of sin. All deceitfulness is
a form of lying. Our own hearts, in their natural state, are
deceptive. We must often have outside, objective evidence
as to whether we are right or wrong. The only true way to
know right from wrong is to have the Spirit of Truth born
into us to witness to the truth of our thoughts, words,
motives and deeds.

We don’t need Jesus as some form of “fire insurance”
to keep us out of hell, but we need His Spirit–which is the
Spirit of Truth–to witness constantly to our conscience the
truth of our lives. God wants His own to worship Him “in
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spirit and in truth.”3 It is in the truth that we share with
God, that we build our friendship with God. 

Prayer is communication with God. Prayer is not an
attempt to convince God of our righteousness, but an
opportunity for God to show us His righteousness. Prayer
is not a vain exercise in some religious ritual that acts as a
mental purgative, or a spiritual catharsis. Genuine, authen-
tic prayer is dealing with matters of heaven and hell based
on the Word of God. Prayer is acknowledging the authori-
ty of Christ, submitting to the will of God, taking domin-
ion over matters in the realm of the Spirit, exercising faith
in the Word of God, receiving His counsel, subjugating the
flesh, subduing Satan, and causing the Kingdom of God to
be established on the earth as it is in heaven.

The prayer closet is more important than the Oval
Office, has more influence than the United Nations, and can
accomplish more than all the dictators in the world com-
bined. Yet many men have been “ripped off” in their prayer
life at home, church, and in their community.  Satan laughs
at Christians’ wishes, but trembles at their intercessions.

Often I have read the letters men have written for coun-
sel, prayer or help, and have wept over their inability to see
or understand that their lives are being “ripped off” by the
devil. The ability to rise from their pit, escape from their
dilemma, to be freed from the shackles that bind them, lies
in the truth that Jesus Christ overcame Satan at the cross,
and if they go to the cross, they will have freedom.

Don’t let anyone or anything keep you from your
“prayer closet.” When you enter, you will find the Lord
waiting for you.
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Be honest with God. Don’t try to hide anything from
Him–your sins or your feelings. When you empty yourself,
God can fill you with Himself.

After you have talked it all out with God, even if He
hasn’t yet revealed clearly all the answers you were seeking,
you can then go about your regular business and see what
God will do.

People and things will let you down. God never will.
Take it all to Him.
First.
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Your Word Is 
Your Bond

It was a Thursday night, the first night of a three-day
series of meetings that had been planned for months. The
pastor was a Barnabas-type man, a good man, full of faith
and the Holy Spirit.

Being assured by his people of their support, and with
other pastors having assured him of their cooperative sup-
port, he had prepared for the meeting by adding extra
musicians, chairs and equipment–all at considerable
expense. Almost all of his people indicated, by a show of
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hands, that they would attend the meetings, even before he
had finalized plans for the speaker in what was to be a city-
wide event. But throughout the weekend he sat on the plat-
form embarrassed and humiliated when only a small per-
centage of dedicated people arrived and sat among the
roomful of empty chairs.

He offered apologies to the speaker for the poor atten-
dance, assuring his guest that he had done all he could to
encourage maximum attendance of those who had pledged
to participate. Then on Sunday the house was full of peo-
ple who had given their word to attend Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, but had not done so. They came to church
light-hearted, without a thought in their minds of what
they had done to their pastor, the ministry, or to the Lord
Himself. They had given their word, and not kept it. 

“Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine,” the Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy.1 They need-
ed that word. What those people did was lie to their pas-
tor. They said they would attend and did not do it. They
were guilty of worshipping God with their lips, but their
heart was not in it. Because their pastor represents the
authority of Christ in the congregation, it was as if they
lied to the Lord Himself. The book of Acts records that
Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit, and they
were both stricken to death for their sin. They were held
accountable for their word, which was a lie, in the presence
of the entire congregation. 

God never gives authority without accountability. But
who holds us accountable when we give our word and
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don’t keep it? Many among us have grown up with parents
who don’t keep their word. Who holds them accountable?
Or our boss, friends, neighbors? Who holds us accountable
for failure to keep our word?

As men, we must be mature enough to become account-
able for our word–we must see that we keep it when we
give it.

Many Christians live unfulfilled lives because they have
given God their word but not kept it. Then they blame God
for not answering their prayers or supplying their needs
when in fact it is due to their own failure to keep their
word. Many men pile load upon load of guilt upon them-
selves by not keeping their word, then wonder why they
have problems. 

A man’s name is only as good as his word. His word is
only as good as his character. True of God–true of men.

A man’s word is the expression of his nature. Scripture
says that Jesus Christ came as the “express image” of
God.2 It also records that “in the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”3

Jesus Christ is the expression of the nature of God.
You can tell a man’s character by his words.
God’s Word is the sole source of our faith, and the

absolute rule of our conduct.
As God’s Word is to us, our word is to be to others.
Our word, when given, is a source of faith to those who

receive it, and determines their conduct. When a man tells
a woman he will take her out for dinner, she acts upon that
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word and is ready when the time comes. When a supplier
tells a contractor he will have the materials at the job site
on a certain day, the contractor expects those materials to
be there. When the word is not kept, unbelief develops.

The honor of God is the criterion of holiness in relation-
ships. Being a man of honor is being a man of your word.

Truth is the essence of the word. 
Today’s society suffers the same ills that plagued

Isaiah’s day when he declared, “Judgment is turned away
backward, and … truth is fallen in the street.”4 Many men
today have little respect for truth. Truth is being literally
trampled upon. Authors mix fact and fiction with no apol-
ogy and call it “faction” or “literary license.” Filmmakers
do the same and call it “art.” Ministers do it and call it
“evangelistically speaking.” It’s a lie by any name.

On a plane recently flying across the country, I saw a
film in which a government officer was depicted falsifying
a report to the press. A young boy, traveling with his father,
was sitting next to me on the plane. Turning to his dad, he
asked, “Why did he lie?”

A father who keeps his word can combat the influence
of the world on his children and turn to his son and
explain the difference between the truth and a lie, along
with the consequences of each. But what father can teach
his children the importance of keeping their word when
he is riddled with guilt for not doing it himself, or when
they see the inconsistencies in his own life? Fathers who
punish their children for not keeping their word when
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they are guilty of the same only teach their children not
to get caught.

Our nation has become so cynical toward itself that we
do not expect the truth from anyone. Drugs and teenage
suicide are epidemic and most of it stems from this very
cynicism toward society and self. These are young people
who believe in no one, and have hope of nothing. You can
tell the philosophy of a people by the slogans they carry.
Today’s modern youth carry placards that say, “Terrorism
is a gas,” and “So What?” Life holds no value for them.
Abortion means nothing–neither does marriage or money.
Government “disinformation” bureaus have become so
effective that the average citizen doesn’t know whether
what he hears or reads through the media is the truth or
just carefully created propaganda.

Not only did Isaiah say that truth was fallen in the
street and being trampled upon, but that judgment was
turned away backward. Certainly that is the case when the
principle of jurisprudence–that a person is presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty–is distorted into the attitude (and
often the practice) that a person is labeled guilty until
proven innocent.

This situation is particularly disturbing when it is evi-
denced in the news media. Sometimes members of the
press and broadcast industry seem to set themselves up as
judge and jury of those they report about. You can see
their bias in the adjectives they use, the questions they ask,
and the answers they choose to report. “Victims have
rights too,” proclaims a sign on the wall of a Southern
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California courtroom. How sad that we have to remind
ourselves of that fact. It is further evidence that we live in
a perverted world.

On the day of Pentecost, Peter gave a charge to his hear-
ers that is still good today when he preached, “Save your-
selves from this untoward generation.”5 Some of the same
people who argue for the abolishment of the death penalty
contend for abortion. That’s perversion. God calls His peo-
ple a “peculiar people.”6 It is not because of their style of
dress, methods of worship, manners, or idioms of speech,
but because they love. And, they love truth. The evidence of
a changed life in conversion is first a love for God, second
a love for the Word, and third a love of the brethren.

Sometimes it seems that men who love truth are an
anomaly in today’s society, an anachronistic and archaic
throwback to another age. Often they are viewed with con-
tempt by colleagues because of their refusal to compromise
truth or principle. Many times bosses are hesitant to hire
people of real integrity because they are afraid they might
expose the unethical behavior and fraudulent practices
prevalent in the workplace. Honest scholars have been
turned out of their academic programs because they
refused to manipulate or fabricate data.

Men who love truth are popular in heaven–and among
other men of “goodwill.”

Roy brought his son-in-law to our “52 Hours of
Courage” meeting in Newport Beach because he thought
being with other godly men would do him some good. The
son-in-law had just been fired from his position as a
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regional sales manager because he would not fabricate
reports or expense accounts. Standing for right cost him his
job, but it made him more of a man.

The contest between truth and a lie is constant. To be
able to walk in truth, every man needs to be grounded in
the Word of Truth, and submitted to the Spirit of Truth,
which bears witness with his own spirit. No lie can serve
the purposes of God.

Knowing the truth and not living it is a lie in itself. 
Knowing you gave your word and did not keep it is liv-

ing a lie.
Knowing you gave your word but need to rescind it, or

repent of it, and not doing it is living a lie.
When you have spoken a hasty word, the best thing to

do is to go ask forgiveness and try to get out of that nega-
tive situation. This is true even if the word is to a five-year-
old daughter who cannot possibly understand why a busi-
ness trip is pushing her weekend with Daddy back by seven
days. Small children do not know the difference between a
broken promise and a lie. As a man, you must have integri-
ty before God and man–and even before children, especial-
ly your own!

God says we are going to give an account of every “idle
word.”7 Telling someone you will do something simply to
pacify them, without meaning to do what you promise, is
an “idle word.” God holds us accountable for such words
even though men may not. Such words are often the cause
of mediocrity, lost opportunities, lack of favor, and bur-
dened minds.
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“The curse causeless shall not come,”8 God’s Word
reads. There is a cause for every curse.

Some men need to think back, find what idle words
they have spoken, what vows they have made to God and
broken, what promises to their families they have not kept,
and repent so they can be rid of the results of walking
“after the flesh,” and not “after the Spirit.”9

Larry is a friend of mine who was entering a new phase
of life, joining a new company, and engaging a new part-
ner. However, he lacked peace concerning what he was
doing. He was troubled.

Peace is the umpire for doing the will of God. Many is the
man who missed God’s way because he based his decision on
outward circumstances rather than an inward witness.

God was faithful to Larry, and from the morning devo-
tional reading of Proverbs came a word leaping out of the
pages at him.

“Son, if you endorse a note for someone you hardly
know, guaranteeing his debt, you are in serious trouble.
You may have trapped yourself by your agreement. Quick!
Get out of it if you possibly can! Swallow your pride;
don’t let embarrassment stand in the way. Go and beg to
have your name erased. Don’t put it off. Do it now. Don’t
rest until you do. If you can get out of this trap you have
saved yourself like a deer that escapes from a hunter, or a
bird from the net.”10

The truth was so real and powerful to Larry that it
almost took his breath away. He knew it was true, and he
knew he was going through with the arrangement with the
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new partner only because he had given his word and did not
want to back out of it. Though he knew he should back out
of the agreement, his pride would not let him do it. When
he heard God’s Word say, “Swallow your pride,” it hit him
like a ton of bricks, and he knew what he had to do.

It wasn’t easy. It took some long, hard discussions, but
he was able to get out of his agreement without any loss.

Pride is the strength of sin. Pride won’t let us humble
ourselves to admit wrong or even suffer being wronged.

When the Bible speaks of the man “that sweareth to his
own hurt, and changeth not,”11 it does not mean to imply
that a man shouldn’t repent if he has done wrong. It sim-
ply means that in the integrity of a man’s character he will
keep his word. Period.

Jephthah, in the Bible, lost his daughter as a result of a
hasty word. Because he would not admit he was wrong, he
was responsible for the loss of his daughter’s life.

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue.”12

Satan not only wants to “rip off” God’s Word from
men’s lives, he also wants to steal their word. If the devil
can cause a man to fail to keep his word, he can keep that
man from total manhood.

Richard dropped out of church. He had made a prom-
ise to contribute to the building fund of his church, devel-
oped financial problems, could not keep his promise, and
rather than go face the pastor and tell him what had hap-
pened, he simply stopped going to church. It affected his
entire life and family. He lost out because he didn’t deal
with realities through truth and godly character.
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What Richard needed to know was that the enemy of
his soul, Satan himself, probably caused his misfortune to
prohibit the payment of his promised contribution.
“Divide and conquer” is not a divine principle, but a dev-
ilish one.

No matter what others do, keep your heart and mind
clear and clean by washing them constantly with the water
of the Word of God. Then your words will follow with
truth and integrity.

Great works are built on great words.
Let your words be great in God.
Let God be great in your words.
Be a man of the Word, and a man of your word.
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A Covenant
Word in Marriage

My daughter was engaged to a man and their wedding
was only weeks away. He had proposed, she had accepted,
and from then on our house was a constant bedlam of
planning, phoning, preparing and partying.

Flowers were bought, the church rented, invitations
printed, and bridesmaids’ dresses ordered. Then, six weeks
before the wedding, the groom called wanting to postpone
the ceremony. My daughter was depressed, my wife dis-
traught, and they asked me what to do.
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“Cancel the wedding,” I said. “If your fiancé’s word is
no better than what he has indicated thus far, then you
have no business marrying him.”

They agreed. The wedding was canceled.
My daughter went on to law school and while there

met a man with whom she fell in love. She graduated, mar-
ried, passed her bar exams, and today is happily married
with two children, and works as a Deputy District
Attorney in California.

The decision to cancel the wedding was a tough one to
make, and the days after it were not easy, but it was the
right thing to do. Although it was my daughter’s life, I was
accountable to God for the stewardship of my family.
Being a good steward meant exercising authority when it
was needed. My daughter and her husband thank me today
for helping her make a decision that was too difficult for
her to make on her own.

How can a woman trust a man if she can’t trust his
word? The ability to trust her husband’s word is the abili-
ty to trust her husband. Trust is extended to the limit of a
man’s word and no more.

Trust makes vulnerability possible. Lack of trust makes
it impossible.

The vows of marriage are not merely a sexual agree-
ment that remain unbroken except by adultery. The vows
of marriage, whichever ones are recited, are a holy com-
mitment before God in which a man accepts the responsi-
bility of his manhood in relation to his wife. God views
those vows as evidence of the man’s desire to love his wife
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as Christ loves the Church. When a man breaks the law of
love, he has broken his vows and weakened his covenant
with his wife.

Every principle in human life emanates from, is origi-
nated in, or is initiated by the Kingdom of God. The evi-
dence and provisions of love are those in God’s own
nature that we find manifest or required in our lives.
When God tells us in His Word that as men we are to love
our wives as Christ loves the Church, it behooves us to
know HOW Christ loves the Church so we can know how
to love our wives.

The evidences of love are selflessness, the desire to ben-
efit the one loved, and a desire for unity.

We know God as the one true God monotheistically;
but we experience His love and grace in our lives polythe-
istically. God is God, but manifest as Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. The Apostle John wrote about it best when he stat-
ed that God loves us so much that He willingly gave His
only begotten Son to pay the price for our salvation, and
then sent His Spirit to produce eternal life in us who believe
on His Son.

God’s selflessness is seen in the Father’s willingness to
give His Son in place of us, Christ the Son’s willingness to
give Himself for us, and the Holy Spirit’s willingness to be
given to us.

God’s desire for our benefit is best stated by the
psalmist when he wrote of the Lord: “… no good thing will
he withhold from them that walk uprightly.”1 Scripture
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states emphatically that if God loved us enough to send
Christ to die for us when we were still at enmity with Him
because of our sin, how much more will He freely give us
all things now that we are part of His family through the
New Birth.

How can we not understand God’s desire for our unity
with Him when Christ Himself prayed in His great high
priestly prayer that we might “be one” with each other and
with the Father, even as He was one with God.2 God’s
whole purpose in redemption is to bring us into a place of
ultimate intimacy with Him as “sons of God.”3

These evidences of love in the very nature of God are
evidences of love in our lives as well. We see evidences of
love when men risk their lives in an attempt to rescue a
loved one in danger. We also see evidences of love in the
daily routine of rising to go to work, when the body and
soul would rather rest, for the sake of those loved ones
who are dependent upon that self-sacrifice. Such selfless-
ness can be both exotic and mundane, but it does reveal the
nature of love in the human creature.

Love focuses on the one loved, with thought of self sec-
ondary. Lust, which is perverted love, focuses on self at the
expense of the other person.

The provisions of love are identity, security, and stability.
These are what Christ provides for the Church and

what men are to provide their wives and families.
When a woman takes a man’s name in marriage, it is

her visible expression of submission in relationship. If the
woman is willing to assume the man’s name, then his
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responsibility is to give her an identity in his character and
worth with which she is pleased to identify. If your wife is
willing to bear your name and children, then you must be
willing to bear the responsibility of providing for her and
them an identification that is valuable to the worth of their
own beings.

A woman’s security is not primarily found in her home,
but in her relationship to her husband. Infidelity, or a break
of marriage vows, shakes and destroys that security. Once
shaken, it is difficult to replace without the grace of God in
the life.

Because men have been untrustworthy, many women
are rebelling against taking the man’s name in marriage, or
depending upon the husband for any security. The reason
many women today are working is not simply because they
want to have a career of their own, or the help of a second
income, but because they desire security if or when their
husband leaves.

Pre-nuptial contracts, which are prevalent today, are
attempts to find security in and from a relationship. What
a sad commentary on the status of manhood that women
feel they must seek a legal guarantee of security and provi-
sion because they are unable to depend on the moral
responsibility of their mates.

Even the man who is content with renting all his life
and never seeks to own a home of his own, often does not
realize that some of the distress, discontentment and dis-
agreement in his family comes from his wife’s inability to
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have a place to call her own. A woman has a “nesting
instinct,” particularly when having children, that is ful-
filled when she can paint, paper, decorate and renovate to
satisfy her need for security. Instead of providing a sense of
stability, the lifestyle of the typical male often produces a
sense of instability.

The instability affects his children as well.
Stability in the man’s character translates to normality

in his children.
The way the Bible states it is, “Reverence for God gives

a man deep strength; his children have a place of refuge
and security.”4 Children’s security comes from the father’s
inner stability in his relationship with God.

Giving your word in marriage is not to be done frivo-
lously.

Words live or die, grow or wither. Lincoln’s Gettysburg
address contains only a few words, but those words have
grown in importance and significance over the years. When
originally spoken, those simple words were regarded almost
with disdain, while the grandiose words of the eloquent Mr.
Douglas, Lincoln’s counterpart, were greatly admired–for a
brief time. Today the words of Lincoln are revered, while
those of his contemporary are lost in oblivion.

Jesus Christ said, “The words that I speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life.”5 His words, when sown
in the heart of a man by the Spirit of God, produce life.
They are an incorruptible seed, bearing the fruit of eternal
life in those who receive them.
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A man’s words are sown into the lives of those around
him and bear the fruit of the type of seed contained in the
words. Actions based upon his words sow more fruit. If he
sows good words, and acts to keep his words, he will expe-
rience a harvest of good fruit in his family.

The word a man keeps begins at the place of commit-
ment in marriage. If his character is not good before mar-
riage, he will have a difficult time trying to produce a good
character and keep his word after marriage, regardless of
how strong the feelings of love are within him. Love must
be disciplined to be fruitful.

Tony attended the church that I pastored. He was large
of body, small of spirit, and the biggest thing about him
was his mouth. One day in a rare moment of reality when
he was seeking a change in his life, he confessed to me what
a habitual liar he was.

“My lying is so bad that at times I have to take a lit-
tle notebook with me to write down what I tell people
so I will know what was said the next time I meet
them,” he admitted.

What a heavy burden to bear. He could have been rid
of that yoke if he had been honest with God and truly
repented of his sin. Christ’s yoke of truth would have freed
him from his burden.

His wife knew he loved her, but he could never follow
through on that love with corresponding words and
actions, and eventually such a wall of mistrust was built up
that she divorced him.
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Love and trust go hand in hand. We love God because we
know we can trust Him. We trust Him because He loves us.

God is true to His Word in His love for us. We experi-
ence it in His selflessness, desire to benefit us, and desire
for unity.

God’s love for us provides us with a sense of identity,
security, and stability.

The man who is considering marriage would do well to
count the costs of the word he gives in marriage. The Bible
teaches us to count the cost, and not to begin work until
we are sure we can afford it. Men must be prepared to
open themselves to the Lord for Him to work in their
hearts enabling them to love as He loves. Men must pre-
pare their character to give integrity to the name they
expect their wives to identify with.

Loving a woman as Christ loves the Church takes time,
humility, patience on both parts–the husband’s and the
wife’s–and it also takes a lot of time in prayer.

The rewards, however, for accepting the responsibility
God has given us as men, are plentiful. The rewards of a
peaceful heart, a good marriage, a fulfilled wife and happy
children are worth more than all the money you will ever
earn in your life. The disciple John wrote, “I have no
greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.”6

Embracing truth, keeping it in your life through your
word and your fulfillment of God’s plan of action for your
life, will allow you to lead your family in truth, and give
you your greatest satisfaction in your old age.
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A man of God:
1. Loves the woman God gives him as Christ loved 

the Church.
2. Leads his family in truth by keeping his word.
3. Gives his word in marriage and keeps it, however 

difficult it is at times.
A woman and family can live on that man’s word for-

ever. They can depend on him.
So can the world.
So can God.
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Word, Gesture, 
and Spirit

We were standing on a riverbank on the backside of
a resort in the middle of Alaska. The river’s rushing, hiss-
ing sound, and the gurgling of the little pools that
formed along its banks were a background to the young
man’s voice as he poured out to me his innermost con-
cern and need.

“She left me,” he was saying about his wife. “I came
home one day and she was gone. I knew we were having
some problems, but I never thought they were that serious.”
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The young man had married the day after graduation
from Bible college. Two weeks later the couple had left for
Alaska where he had hoped to assist a church and its pas-
tor. There was little pay, a stark house away from town,
few friends, and little companionship for the young bride
since her new husband was gone much of the time trying
to establish himself both in the ministry and on the job. It
was a struggle all the way.

After he had finished telling me how things had been
for the past year and a half, I reached up, placed my arms
around his neck, and very softly and gently told him, face
to face, the hard truth.

“You are dumb,” I said.
His eyes widened with astonishment. He was looking

for pity, sympathy, comfort, and I was giving him truth.
“Moses’ zeal for God caused him to commit murder,

and because of it he had to spend forty years on the back-
side of the desert,” I told him. “Your zeal has almost
caused you to kill a marriage.”

“What do you mean?” he asked, moving away from me
to sit down.

“I’ll explain it to you,” I said, and began to point out
his error and what he could do about it.

His zeal for what he desired in life had blinded him to
the needs of his wife. There was a reason God provided for
newly married men in Israel to be exempt for an entire year
from army duty, which would necessitate absence from
their wives. God knew they needed time to develop a rela-
tionship in marriage before any separation or stress could
be placed on that fresh and fragile union.
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Without thought to his wife’s needs, this young man
had been content to satisfy himself at her expense. He had
found Alaska exhilarating, and the lack of funds no obsta-
cle to his personal fulfillment as a ministerial assistant.

Obviously his wife had felt differently. Every woman
needs love’s provisions of identity, security and stability. He
had been too wrapped up in his own ambitions to provide
even one of these. He had taken his bride directly from a
stable environment at home and had thrust her into a new
and different situation, which robbed her of all the stabi-
lizing influences in her life. Then had come a burden of
financial stress she had never known before. She had not
found “living by faith” for each meal to be an exciting time
of spiritual enrichment as he did. The pressure of a con-
gregation that expected her to be something she wasn’t,
and to know already things she didn’t know was hurtful to
her. No matter how hard she tried, she felt she wasn’t good
enough to satisfy her husband or the congregation.

The cold indifference of the senior pastor to their
plight, and her first experience with the attitude that they
were expected to “pay their dues” to become ministers was
far from the experience she had had with her own pastor
and their church friends. Altogether, these pressures and
incongruities had made an intolerable situation, one for
which she was not equipped to cope.

The love she exhibited for her husband, her womanli-
ness that desired to see her man succeed, her Christian
principles that caused her to feel that to complain would be
sin–these had made her cautious in her remarks to her hus-
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band. And he, absorbed in his own interests, had missed
the subtle but persistent indications of her deep-seated
unhappiness. His religious upbringing had taught him to
equate prayer with an altar in a church ceremony, so there
had not even been a time of prayer in the home during
which she could have let out the pain she was suffering.
This is one of the reasons why shared prayer is crucial to a
marriage. If this couple had prayed together, they would
likely have had better communication with each other, and
could have avoided the ruptured relationship with its hurt
and grief.

The young husband loved his wife. What he lacked was
the knowledge of what is needed to make a good marital
union. He was putting ministry ahead of marriage. His
wife knew he loved her, and she loved him, but she was not
able to get through to him, and finally she had had enough.
She called her parents, they sent money, and she flew off to
Mom, Dad, home and security. She left her husband a note
telling him not to follow her.

The sorrow from her leaving had been compounded by
her note of rejection. It had created in him a sense of
despair, a feeling of “what’s the use?” A negative, hopeless
attitude had sparked in him the thought of running away
up to the Prudhoe Project, which was even farther north,
where he could stay hidden away from everyone for a cou-
ple of years. 

The young man had failed. Now he wanted desperate-
ly for me to tell him what to do. He explained that he had
already inquired and found a position near her parents’
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hometown where he could be an assistant pastor, but that
he was still considering just giving up and going north.
Rejection is the hardest thing for a man to take. Fear of
rejection the second time was a barrier to this young man’s
pursuit of a wife he loved very much, the wife God had
made him a steward of.

“Son, don’t add stupidity to dumbness,” I said.
I explained to him that the job as an assistant pastor

might be God’s opportunity for him to be placed right
where his wife was. God was giving him a second chance
to ask forgiveness and win her back. It might take a second
courtship, starting at square one and doing it all over
again, but it would be infinitely worth the effort to regain
what he had lost in his ignorance.

“Don’t let your natural male ego and pride keep you
from humbling yourself and allowing God to put your mar-
riage, ministry and life back together again,” I told him.

“Do you really think the Lord would do that?” he asked.
“Jesus Christ is your Savior,” I said. “He didn’t prom-

ise just to save your soul. He is your Savior maritally, emo-
tionally, financially, socially and every other way. He is the
Great Physician Who can heal every hurt. If you don’t
know that, and experience His healing in your own life,
how can you minister to others effectively?”

This man wanted an escape, but he was trying to escape
from the bad situation, instead of to a better one. He did
not understand that God didn’t just deliver us from sin, but
to righteousness. To deliver us to righteousness, He must
first deliver us from sin.
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When God makes a way of escape, it is not from, but
to. God was making a way for him to escape to his wife,
not from her. Man’s way is to escape from everything,
regardless of where he is escaping to. God’s way is to
escape to reconciliation, a resurrected marriage, and a bet-
ter life than man has ever known before.

“Don’t blow it again,” I said to him. “Go!”
This young man not only needed to learn what his

responsibilities and priorities were in relationship to God
and his wife, he also needed to learn the three elements of
communication that would enable him to have a success-
ful marriage.

The three methods of communication given to mankind
are word, gesture, and spirit. We often communicate with
our words, but it’s our gestures and spirits that confirm or
deny those words. “Actions speak louder than words,”
according to the old axiom.

For the young minister, the communication he needed
to employ was:

1. Gesture–he needed to go to his wife.
2. Spirit–he needed to let her know by his attitude 

that he cared about her feelings.
3. Words–he needed to tell her that he loved her and 

wanted to make things right in their marriage.
Communication by spirit is so important. This newly-

wed could have achieved so much more in his marriage and
have avoided so much pain, if he had understood how
prayer together would help him and his wife to unite in
spirit and communicate on that deepest level. Too many
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times the lack of communication in spirit which comes
from not praying together produces an inability to verbal-
ize inmost feelings.

Communication by gesture is the second most impor-
tant method of communication. Gesture confirms the
word, the spirit seals it.

Words are sometimes the most visible evidence of what
is in a man’s heart, and a way we are able to see his char-
acter even without being close to him. But when a man is
within the context of a family situation, the other members
are able to see just as visibly his communication of gesture
and spirit. He must send the same message all three ways.

Any communication implies both a sender and a receiv-
er. For perfect communication, the receiver must receive
exactly what was sent. Any imperfection of that message is
a distortion.

Distortion is the variable sound of radio signals that are
not strong enough, or having interference. Distortion is the
television picture filled with snow, wiggling lines, or
blurred pictures. Distortion also occurs when the person
hearing misunderstands what was said, or repeats it differ-
ently from the way it was first uttered. Some people, like
communists and dictators, deliberately distort communica-
tions. Distortion prevents good communication.

“Reliable communication permits progress,”1 is the
proverb. The sender and receiver must be on the same
wave length for good communication, whether in radio,
television, or person to person. But when husband and wife
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disagree, it is easy to distort meanings, twist words to their
own ends, or pervert them to prevent reconciliation.

When communication stops, abnormality sets in, and
the ultimate end of abnormality is death. Abnormality
occurs when a leaf is severed from the stem and then with-
ers and dies. Abnormality occurs when the married couple
refuses to communicate or distortion prevents understand-
ing and reconciliation, resulting in divorce, which is a form
of death.

Faith dies when men refuse to communicate with God
or when His words become distorted to them. God says
what He means, and means what He says. It is necessary to
be born again of His Spirit to understand His Word prop-
erly. People who have never received the Spirit of Christ
into their lives cannot understand the Bible as those who
have received that Spirit. Sin always causes distortion.

Men must keep their minds clear and their hearts clean
in order to prevent as much distortion as possible in their
lives. The more righteous the person, the less distortion in
his life, and the more clearly he can communicate and
receive communications, both with God and man.

God’s Word tells us to be swift to hear and slow to
speak. Many is the man who transposes those phrases,
becoming swift to speak and slow to hear, which perverts
the principle and jeopardizes the marriage. Swift to hear
and slow to speak is the rule for communication that
desires to exhibit love. It is the way God communicates
with us. It is the way He wants us to learn to communicate
with those we love as well.
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Communication.
For a husband, communication includes listening to his

wife, and thereby ministering to her need for someone who
will listen, who will care about the details of her life.

The man who understands and values communication
will listen to his children, even the babbling of a six-year-
old, or the bad news from a sixteen-year-old.

The man who communicates will openly confess his
love with words and confirm it with gesture and in spirit.

There is a three-word formula for success in real estate.
It is, “Location, location, location.”

There is a three-word formula for success in a man’s life.
It is, “Communication, communication, communication.”
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Taking Action
Robert had been married for almost thirty years. He

had four boys and a thriving business, but his marriage was
dull and lifeless. No real shared intimacy or communica-
tion seemed to exist between him and his wife. Part of the
problem was his inability to express his feelings in words. 

Attending one of our meetings for men only, he heard
something he had never heard before about communica-
tion. Meditating on it for weeks, he finally decided to take
action.  He began his communication with his wife on that
first, fateful day by leaving her a little inexpensive gift on
the dresser in the bedroom. His heart was in his throat as
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he left for work. Fear of rejection, feeling silly after all
these years, excited at his timid approach to tell his wife
how he felt, all these emotions coursed through him.

When he got home that evening, his wife never men-
tioned the gift, and neither did he. The next day, he left
something for her in the kitchen. She never mentioned it
that evening either, and neither did he.

Every day after that, he continued to leave something
for her somewhere in the house where she could find it dur-
ing the course of her day. They never spoke to one anoth-
er about it. He would just leave the little gift each day and
she would find it.

After about two weeks of this routine, Robert’s wife
found herself unable to start her day until she had searched
the house for whatever her husband had left that morning.
The little “treasure hunt” became her daily stimulant. In
spite of her age, maturity, and the wisdom of her years, she
could not help but delight in the little signs of affection her
husband was displaying. 

A month later Robert came home one day to find his
middle-aged wife wearing a new dress and sporting a new,
fashionable hairstyle. Another month went by and he
noticed that she had lost some of the bulge that had built
up over the years. Before his eyes, his wife began to take on
the attitude and appearance of the beautiful young woman
he had first become infatuated with, and he fell complete-
ly in love with her again.

Four months later they were at a resort, taking what
they called a “thirty-year-delayed honeymoon.” To this day
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neither one of them has ever mentioned the gifts, which
Robert still leaves daily for her. He found it hard to say
what he felt, but he learned he could show it through a
“daily dose” of loving communication by gesture.

Robert and his wife had not had a terrible marriage or
a failing business. They were normal, Christian people
going about their daily, dull routine. But by one small act
of personal communication, their whole lives were
changed. Robert didn’t use material things as a substitute
for his attention and affection, but he used them properly
as an expression of his attention and affection.

Gestures communicate.
One evening a woman stopped me as I was entering a

church to minister. She asked me please to tell the men in
the conference to send their wives birthday and anniver-
sary cards. I smiled and replied that my name wasn’t
Hallmark, but that I would mention it. She persisted, say-
ing that words simply were not enough, that her husband’s
actions would communicate so much better that he appre-
ciated her.

Words alone don’t satisfy–actions do.
Isn’t that what Jesus Christ said to us? “Not every one

that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king-
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven.”1 The Apostle James echoed this same
truth when he wrote, “Faith without works is dead.”2

How can a man say he loves God, and truly mean it,
without proving it by his actions? The same is true of his
love for his wife, family and friends.
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Gestures can bless or curse, just as our words can. The
hand that caresses is the same hand that spanks.

Sailors using semaphore communicate by gesture.
Lovers speak volumes with just a slight touch, a light
squeeze of the hand, or a meeting of the eyes across a
crowded room. Some parents can control their children by
the slightest arch of the eyebrow, which the child has
learned to understand. Referees and umpires use standard-
ized gestures to indicate calls, while coaches talk to players
from the sidelines in coded hand signals. Husbands say it
with flowers. Governments watch to see who “blinked.”
Businessmen test the firmness of the handshake. They all
communicate by gesture.

The greatest gesture of love known to mankind was the
cross of Calvary. Jesus was God’s ultimate gesture of love to
us. “For God so loved … he gave his only begotten Son.”3

The gesture gives meaning to the words.
Think of the couple who come home in the evening

after they have both worked a full day. While he takes the
newspaper into the living room and makes himself com-
fortable in front of the television set, she begins to fix din-
ner. After dinner he returns to his easy chair while she
cleans the table, the dishes, the kitchen, and the children.
In perpetual motion, she takes the dirty laundry to the
washer, loads what she washed that morning into the dryer,
then feeds the fish, the dog, and the cat while the children
take their baths. She gets them out of the tub and into paja-
mas, then sits at the table to oversee homework.
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Later, after all the work is done for the evening, she set-
tles into a chair next to her husband and heaves a weary sigh
of relief. He opens a lazy eye, smiles, and reaches for her
hand to give it a squeeze. She knows what he is thinking.

“Do you love me?” she asks.
“You know I do, Sweetheart,” he responds.
“Really, do you?” she insists.
“I really, really do,” he assures her.
“Then prove it.”
Gesture is the confirmation of the word. This woman

wants some gesture of love from her husband, not just
sweet talk. Many men do not realize that a vacuumed rug
or a washed dish during the day can produce wonders in
the relationship, especially in the bedroom at night.

For almost as many years as Nancy and I have been
married, I have always done the dishes after we have enter-
tained company. If Nancy is loving, gracious, and kind
enough to take the time and make the effort to cook and
serve, the least I can do is to wash the dishes (and pots,
pans, and kitchen floor, as well).

Gestures count.
A young lady in Dallas, Texas, came to me after being

in one of our services. Her story is tragic, but one that is
repeated countless thousands of times in young girls’ lives
every day.

“Dr. Cole,” she said, “last night in your meeting I for-
gave my father. I didn’t have to forgive him for abusing me,
or for anything he did to me. I had to forgive him what he
didn’t do.

67

Taking Action

CSM DRAFT.V3b  12/15/06  4:00 PM  Page 67



“All my life as I was growing up, he never showed me
any sign of affection. Because of that neglect, and because
I wanted so desperately to feel the affection of a man, I
sought attention any way I could and became promiscuous.
It almost ruined my life. Only Jesus saved me from a fate
worse than death. I just wanted to tell you so you can tell
men how important it is for fathers to show their love.”

Everyone needs to be fed emotionally, as well as physi-
cally. This young woman had suffered actual emotional
deprivation while growing up in a normal, middle-class,
Christian home. 

When God created the woman, he designed her physi-
cally to be able to breastfeed while cradling her baby in her
arms. As the infant nurses at the mother’s breast, it is fed
physically and emotionally while gazing up into the loving
eyes of its mother. Bottle-fed babies who are given nour-
ishment in a crib and seldom know the embrace of a nurs-
ing mother can become emotionally deprived in infancy,
and the results can cause problems later on in life. “Love-
starved” is not just a colloquial expression.

It is imperative that men learn to show their affection by
gesture, regardless of how difficult it may be for them. Many
men are unable to love or be loved normally because of the
lack of affection and attention in their own childhood.

In Toronto, I mentioned this fact in a meeting and was
amazed at the number of men who seemed to fall into this
category. There were approximately a thousand men in
attendance, and when I called for those who wanted to
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experience for the first time a “father’s hug,” an avalanche
of over three hundred men jammed the aisles.

In Tulsa, a young professor of English at one of the
major universities spoke up in front of the entire audience
of men that he had come to that meeting for the express
purpose of getting a “father’s hug.”

In that same city I made the mistake of asking a group
of women how many had never received a father’s hug. In
response to my offer to supply that gesture for them, over
four hundred and fifty out of the thousand ladies in atten-
dance lined up. I’ll never forget that night because when it
was all over I had powder, lipstick and mascara all over my
shirt and coat!

Such incidents were valuable lessons to me concerning
what happens in homes today, and made me aware of a
major cause of divorce in our society–men who do not
know how to communicate love. They may say it, but they
don’t show it.

A man must support his words with his actions. He not
only needs to keep his word, he also needs to confirm it
with a gesture–a touch, card, gift, phone call, thank-you
note, whatever. The Bible records that there were ten lep-
ers healed by Jesus, but only one turned to give thanks.
This man confirmed the work of God in his life with a ges-
ture of gratitude. 

Gratitude confirms relationships. Gratitude is the
essence of praise, and praise is the essence of worship.

Show your wife and children your love by giving them
a gesture of love today.
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Show your dad you have become a man by giving him
a hug. So what if he has never hugged you in your life?
You’re a man now–you do the manly thing.

Robert, whom I mentioned earlier, felt like he had
found the “fountain of youth” when he learned to com-
municate by gesture. Don’t wait thirty years to get started.
Today is the only day you have. Yesterday is gone, tomor-
row is not here. All you have is today. Do it now.
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Spirit to Spirit
“May I sit down?” he asked as he took a seat.
I had thought to say, “No,” but it was too late.
The morning sessions of the Pennsylvania conference

where I was speaking were over, and I was ready to enjoy
a moment’s respite by myself during the lunch hour before
returning to my room to pack. Courtesy dictated that I lis-
ten. I’m glad I did.

The man said God had changed his life as a result of
this ministry. He had attended a meeting where I had spo-
ken, read one of our books, soberly weighed what was said
and then endeavored to put some of the principles of the
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Bible into practice in his life. The principle that prayer pro-
duces intimacy had really impressed him, and he desired to
put that into practice in his marriage. Also, the recommen-
dation that men read from the book of Proverbs in the
morning, and from Psalms at night seemed right to him.

At night, there never seemed to be a time or place for
Psalms and prayer. Finally he and his wife agreed that after
the children had gone to bed in the evening, before doing
anything else, they would read a Psalm and pray together.
Not wanting to disturb the children, the couple decided it
would be best for them to read and pray in their bedroom. 

During their seven years of marriage, they had had con-
tinuous problems concerning their sex life. But after three
months of reading the Word of God and praying together,
they noticed that without even realizing what was happen-
ing, their problems had been resolved. He was sincere as he
said, “When you said prayer produces intimacy, you
weren’t kidding.”

As they prayed together, they began to communicate
spirit to spirit. They discovered a new ability to talk about
things they had never been able to discuss before. The
result of both was intimacy in marriage. This husband was
elated with his discovery not only of the intimacy of prayer,
but also of the intimacy in marriage that prayer and per-
sonal communication bring.

Communicating spirit to spirit is the most intimate
form of communication possible.

Gerald lives in San Jose, California, and wrote to tell
me something in his life so remarkable he could not keep it
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to himself. He said it was like the experience Peter had
when the Lord asked him three times, “Lovest thou me?”1

Gerald said that while seeking God in earnest prayer con-
cerning his marriage, he heard the voice of the Lord ask
him, “Why do you want your marriage to be O.K.?”

In the privacy of his prayer closet, Gerald answered the
Lord honestly, “To get my wife off my back!”

A second time came the question from the Lord, “Why
do you want your marriage to be O.K.?”

Giving it a second thought, Gerald replied, “So I can
live in peace.”

For the third time God’s voice asked him, “Why do you
want your marriage to be O.K.?”

This time Gerald responded with a question of his own,
“Lord, why do I want my marriage to be O.K.?”

“To glorify Me,” was the word he received.
“When I heard that,” Gerald wrote, “I got myself right

with God first, then started to make the marriage right. I
just want to tell you it is getting better and better every
day. I never knew a man could love a woman the way I
love my wife.”

To glorify God is to reveal or manifest His Presence in
and through our lives. Jesus said, “Herein is my Father glo-
rified.”2 By His words and actions, Jesus was able to reveal
and manifest the Presence of the Father on the earth.

That’s God’s desire for us.
Every word we speak releases the spirit in which it is

spoken.
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A “witness,” or a communication in the spirit, is clear-
ly known and understood. How many times have you
heard something and somehow knew it was not true? Your
spirit witnessed to you about the person’s dishonesty.

Ted obviously did not understand about communica-
tion in spirit, or he would never have called me as he did.
I was sitting in my office which was located near the beach.
(This was several years ago–how I wish I still had that
office!) The sliding glass door was open, and I was relax-
ing for a moment or two when the phone rang. It was Ted.

“I’ve got a problem, and there is really no one else I can
talk to,” he began. No salutation, no greeting, even though
we had not seen each other for several years since working
closely together in ministry on the East Coast.

“Hi, Ted,” I answered. “Go ahead.”
“Oh … Hi, Ed … listen, this thing is really bugging me.

I don’t know what to do about it. In the last few weeks, my
thought life has been horrible. I have some morally impure
thoughts–you know, dirty ones–and I’ve never had them
before in my life. My wife and I get along great, no prob-
lem there. I’m happy in my work at the radio station. But
suddenly, about a month ago, this thing started with my
mind, and I don’t know what to do about it. I need your
help. It’s driving me crazy!”

We talked for the next half-hour or so, trying to get at
what might be the cause for the sudden barrage of impure
thoughts that were putting Ted into a panic. We discussed
everything about his wife, former relationships, and went
through the list.
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“Tell me about the people you work with. What are
they like?” I asked him.

He proceeded to tell me about each of his co-workers,
describing the secretaries, receptionist, and salesmen who
worked with him. From his descriptions, everyone sound-
ed like solid, normal people without serious problems. But
I asked him again about the receptionist.

“Nothing wrong with her,” he began. “She’s a preacher’s
wife, probably reaching forty. Seems like a nice lady. Come
to think of it, though, there has been a change in her lately.”

“What kind of change?” I asked.
“In fact, I can see her now through the window of my

office,” he said. “She’s sitting at her desk doing some
work … but you know, she’s dressing differently these days
from when she first came to work here.”

“How’s that?” I asked.
“She’s dressing in tighter-fitting clothes. More provoca-

tive. And, come to think of it, a week ago while she was on
her coffee break I discovered her reading some magazines
that I didn’t think a minister’s wife would read–kind of loose
and sexy. Yeah … she’s been acting like this for weeks.”

“What is her husband like?” I asked, and then started
to answer my own question. “Straight-laced, legalistic,
religious, meticulous, detail-oriented and somewhat cold
in personality?”

“Yeah, I’d say he is,” Ted responded. “But how did you
know?”

“Ted, let me tell you what could have happened,” I
answered. “It sounds like that preacher’s wife may have
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reached a point in her life that she has begun to desire some
things that she has never desired before. She probably
wants some spice in her life, but her husband is just giving
her salt.”

Ted was curious, yet astonished that I would venture to
make remarks about the lives of people I didn’t even know.

“Look, Ted,” I explained, “just because a person is a
Christian doesn’t mean he understands how to enjoy God’s
creation, and sex is a part of it. It is typical for some reli-
gious people to think that sex is something only for those
who are carnal-minded. This lady’s husband could well be
one of those who think that way. For all you know, he
might believe it is a sin for him and his wife to want each
other physically. His wife could be simply reacting to his
restrictive attitude by seeking some personal liberty. When
people begin to react in that way, it is often at the expense
of their relationship with God, but it’s not altogether an
uncommon thing.”

“And so you are saying that I’m picking up on her frus-
tration, or thought waves, and am being affected by what
is in her spirit?” Ted asked.

“You’re in broadcasting, Ted,” I said. “You tell me.”
Ted started to understand that we all communicate–

broadcast for that matter–whatever is in our spirit. In his
conscious mind he hadn’t even noticed the woman he had
described to me. But her spirit had got through to his spir-
it. When he thought about it consciously, he could remem-
ber those signals she had been sending for weeks. They
were there. He simply wasn’t aware of them until we spoke
that day.
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“Ed, what will I do?” he asked. “What can I do?”
I gave him the four options I could see in that situation

and astonished him even further.
“If it’s true, you can try to minister to her and win

her back to a state of real unity with the Lord and with
her husband.

“Two, you can resign your job and go somewhere else.
“Three, you can fire her.
“Four, you can have sex with her.”
“What! I don’t want to do that!” was Ted’s startled

response.
“Then do one of the other three and keep yourself pure

before God and your wife,” I said.
We talked some more, prayed together, and the conver-

sation ended. I remembered when something similar had
happened to a friend in a real estate office and he had fired
the woman, but saved his manhood. I never heard from
Ted again, but months later I learned that he had left that
job and had taken another somewhere else.

Too often men blame themselves for their impure
thought life, when in reality they are being influenced by
the spirit of others–as Ted was. This alone is sufficient rea-
son to be steeped in the Word of God and daily saturated
with God’s Spirit as a bulwark against evil spirits, which
seek to infiltrate our minds and spirits. We could call Ted’s
experience “picking up vibes.” “Vibrations of the spirit” is
how metaphysical teachers term the communication of
spirit to spirit. Singles just call it “chemistry.” God calls it
“a witness in the spirit.”

77

Spirit to Spirit

CSM DRAFT.V3b  12/15/06  4:00 PM  Page 77



A man who feels pure in his spirit each morning as he
prays with an honest heart before God, but who feels spiri-
tually disturbed or depleted by the time he gets to his school
or office, needs to take a serious look at his environment.
Something in it could be affecting his spiritual state. The
problem may be, for example, a billboard he passes each
day. Even though that billboard may not be blatant enough
to attract his conscious attention, it may be suggestive or
provocative enough to affect his spirit without his even real-
izing it. The communication of the spirit of that billboard,
and the men who devised it, creates a problem–not from his
spirit, but from theirs. He needs to realize it and do some-
thing about it.

“Flee also youthful lusts,”3 is a good exhortation from
God’s Word. Those seducing spirits from the communica-
tion of others are real.

Men need to ask God to help them become aware of the
spiritual influences which surround them in their daily lives
and routines. Communication of the spirit is powerful and
can be used as a tool of the enemy. We must be on guard
against evil communication and know how to recognize and
handle it. When our spirits are cleansed and pure, we can
communicate freely from our hearts to the rest of the world
around us.

Then there is the man whose spirit is pure before God but
who finds that, even so, he does not love his wife. It happens. 

Gary was such a man. He was a missionary to Taiwan.
He had a wife, a small child, a newborn baby, and a mar-
riage that was in danger of collapse. He knew that with a
failure in marriage, his missionary duty–and probably his
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ministerial relationship to his denomination–would be ter-
minated. The truth was, no love existed between him and
his wife. The only reason they were still together was
because they were Christians and missionaries. To them, the
thought of divorce was anathema. 

With his whole life and career on the line, he went to
God in honesty and humility. His intensity increased over
days and weeks. It was not uncommon for him to read his
Bible and pray long after his wife had gone to bed. He need-
ed help. He admitted it.

One night while meditating and continuing to wait on
God for help, the words “love your wife” came alive in his
mind and heart. It was as though God had spoken with an
audible voice. Gary meditated on what the Lord meant by
“love your wife.” He searched the Scriptures about the sub-
ject and came to the one that said, “Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave him-
self for it.”4

Pondering those words, mulling them over and over in
his mind, Gary went through the days seeking for an
answer. Then one night when their baby cried, Gary did
something new. Instead of lying in bed pretending to be
asleep, and watching his wife as she rose to give the child
a bottle, Gary told his wife to stay in bed and he would
take care of the baby. Nightly, Gary became the one to
care for the baby while his wife slept. After they had enter-
tained some friends one day, Gary told his wife to go
ahead and tend to the children, and he would take care of
the kitchen duties.
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After several weeks, Gary noticed a change in his wife.
There was a softening, a mellowing, a warmth he hadn’t
seen for so long he had forgotten it was there. He noticed
that she smiled at him more often, and that there were no
more sharp cutting comments between them.

“Man, when I learned to love by giving myself, it
changed my life. When I changed, she changed. Today my
wife and I have a marriage that must be in the top one per-
cent of all the best marriages in the world,” is how Gary
described it to me.

Gary cleansed his spirit, and then let his gestures con-
firm his words, and soon God had worked a miracle of
love in his married life. Gestures meant more than words.

Changing diapers at 3:00 a.m. may be hard, but it is
much easier than divorce.

“A man’s heart determines his speech,”5 the proverb
states. But a man’s actions determine his affection.

If you want to change your emotions, change your
actions. Emotions follow actions. When the emotions of
love are not there, just begin to act on what is right and let
God take care of the rest.

Why should your marriage be O.K.? To glorify God!
There is no better reason. It’s enough of a reason for a man
to do whatever is necessary so God can get the glory.

God gets no glory from divorce. There is none.
My wife, Nancy, and I were strolling through a resort

area on a quiet, lazy spring afternoon, holding hands and
enjoying being together. I gave her hand an affectionate
squeeze–a slight thing–but she glanced at me out of the cor-
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ner of her eye and gave me a slow, languid, loving smile.
Not a word was spoken. The spirit and gestures said it all.

The spirit in which we communicate seals all we say
and do.

God’s love without Calvary would be so meaningless.
A man’s love without communication is so worthless.
Be free to communicate. Cleanse your spirit with God’s

Word, and then release your spirit with your words.
Confirm your words with your gestures.

Live your manhood to the fullest.
Learn to communicate by word, gesture, and spirit.
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The Sacredness 
of Sex

I was in Washington, D.C., preparing for our National
Christian Men’s Event, when an investigative reporter
interviewed me. Since everything in that city revolves
around politics, he was curious about my organization.

“What is the name of your political action committee?”
he asked me.

“What are you talking about?” I asked.
“Don’t you talk to men all over the country about sex?”
“That’s a part of what we talk about.”
“Well, what are you doing about incest, abortion, and

other such matters of concern?”
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“I’m commanding men to be virgins when they marry,
and to be faithful to their wives after marriage,” I said. “If
men do that, you won’t need political action committees or
laws. Neither Congress nor the Supreme Court will ever be
a substitute for obedience to God’s Word.”

“That’s impossible!” he said.
“You obviously don’t understand the Bible,” I told him.

“And you don’t understand the power of God or you
wouldn’t say that. I’ve watched thousands of men respond
with alacrity, manliness, and real enthusiasm when they
heard the truth. When men hear the truth, they respond to
it like men.”

It’s true. In this society filled with pornography, where
lust is glorified, sex is cheap, marriage is portrayed as noth-
ing but a problem, and living together is a solution, where
a woman is viewed as nothing more than a body made to
gratify a man’s lust–in the midst of this, it is a thrill to see
young men make decisions to come out of that culture and
commit themselves to being champions for Christ.

So many marriages start wrong, stay wrong, and end
wrong. Much of this happens because men do not under-
stand that sex is sacred.

In a society whose heroes are promiscuous, profane and
pernicious, the influence on young people is damning. Who
teaches young men about sex?

In a recently published newspaper poll of 1,000
teenagers (about 48 percent of whom were young men),
38 percent were found to learn about sex “on their own,”
23 percent from friends, 20 percent at home, and 12 per-
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cent at school. Only one teen-man in seven learns about
sex at home, and there are not enough who learn about it
at church to show up in the research data. Only 2 percent
of those interviewed said they thought sex should be
taught in school. 

These same interviewees thought that a girl could not
get pregnant the first time she had sex, that condoms ruin
sexual pleasure, that oral copulation is not sex, and that
masturbation is good. Fifty percent admitted they had
already engaged in sex while still in high school. The poll
also estimated that the number of suggestive comments or
scenes representing sexual intercourse shown on American
television each year is in five figures.

In not one instance has the Church been identified with
teaching the truth concerning the sacredness of sex.
Scripture says, “The priest’s lips should keep knowledge,
and they (the people) should seek the law at his mouth: for
he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.”1

Sex is the highest physical act of love between two peo-
ple to show their union in spirit, which is a covenant rela-
tionship. To understand this truth, it is necessary to under-
stand God’s covenant relationship with man. God’s way of
bringing man back to Himself in redemptive grace is
revealed in His covenant plan.

That plan is seen in Abraham’s relationship with God.
“Abraham believed God,” the Bible says, “and it was
counted unto him for righteousness.”2 That act of faith
brought Abraham into a covenant relationship with God.
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By faith Abraham was brought into union with God in
spirit. God worked in Abraham’s heart by “circumcising”
it, or putting away uncleanness from it. Their unity in faith
was by communication in spirit.

There was no external evidence of what had happened
except that Abram’s name was changed to Abraham. God
then commanded Abraham to be circumcised in body.
Circumcision was to represent physically something which
had transpired spiritually. It was something sacred to God
and Abraham.

Circumcision was an external evidence of an internal
work. Circumcision was of the heart first, and of the flesh
second. If it had not been of the heart first, then that of the
flesh would have had no meaning. The foreskin represent-
ed the uncleanness of a man’s life. Circumcision (the cut-
ting off and casting away of that foreskin) was symbolic of
what had occurred when God cleansed the heart of man.

Circumcision is mentioned in Scripture as being of the
heart, the lips, and other parts of the body besides the male
reproductive organ. These scriptures were given as a sign
to the people that they were to sanctify those parts of their
bodies by having the impure, unclean, corrupt uses of them
put away forever.

The practice of circumcision is found in society in vari-
ous ways. Bankruptcy is a form of financial circumcision. It
represents the putting away of a person’s debts (or financial
“uncleanness”) so he can begin over as though he had never
been encumbered or “soiled.” God’s principle of “jubilee”
was the forerunner of this type of financial liberation.
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Circumcision of the lips takes place when profusely
practiced profanity is exorcised from a person’s speech
and a new righteousness fills his heart. Even minced oaths
become intolerable in the lives of those deeply committed
to God.

Circumcision involves the shedding of blood. All
covenants based on blood require a mutual exchange of
life. All freedom in life is based on blood. Freedom from
disease only comes by the sacrifice of blood. The lives of
many people (and countless laboratory animals) had to be
sacrificed in order for science to develop the vaccines that
have freed us from the heavy toll of such diseases as polio
and smallpox.

Freedom from political enslavement only comes by the
sacrifice of blood. It was the offering up of the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of brave men and women that enabled
Americans to enjoy and preserve political freedom. Those
crosses on the battlefields of this world are silent witnesses
to the multitudes who have shed their life’s blood that oth-
ers might live free.

“Without shedding of blood is no remission,”3 is the
scriptural statement of the principle.

Circumcision was a sign of a covenant relationship
between man and God. That Old Testament practice was
changed in the New Testament after Calvary. No longer
would the blood of bulls and goats suffice for God to put
away the sins of Israel for another year. Now the blood (or
the life, for the life is in the blood) of Christ was offered
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once and for all to take away the sins of man so there
would be no further need of any sacrifice.

Circumcision of the heart would always be necessary
for faith in God, but the external evidences of what occurs
in the heart would be altered.

Water baptism became the sign of the new covenant
relationship. It was, and is, deeply significant to a life of
faith. Mark wrote that it was a requirement for a life of
obedience through faith. It wasn’t something that could be
regarded with a “take-it-or-leave-it” attitude. It was not to
be entered lightly nor totally ignored. Baptism was, and is,
an act of identification with Jesus Christ–His life, death,
crucifixion, burial, resurrection and ascension. Baptism
reveals and testifies physically and openly before the world
of what has happened spiritually and internally.

Water baptism is the believer’s testimony that he has
repented of his sinful life, has been crucified with Christ
(has died to sin), has been buried with Him (the old nature
is dead), and has been raised with Him to live forever in
resurrection life. The symbolism of baptism is only mean-
ingful if the heart and soul have first experienced the New
Birth. It is meaningless without it.

God didn’t call anyone to live a “crucified life,” but
rather a “resurrected life.” If we were called to live a cru-
cified life, then whoever baptized us would have left us at
the bottom of the tank, pool, river or ocean! God’s purpose
in sending Christ was “that they (we) might have life, and
that they (we) might have it more abundantly.”4
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What does all of this have to do with sex? If you don’t
know that God wants you to have an abundant life, then
why bother reading about how He created sex! It is for our
good, not our harm.

Circumcision and water baptism are both signs of a
covenant relationship. Circumcision was, and water bap-
tism is, an external evidence of an internal work.

Sex is also an external evidence of an internal work.
When two people are joined together in marriage, they
become “one flesh.”5 Their spirits become united, and they
enter into a relationship with each other through faith. The
exchange of their vows is a confession of faith that they
have entered into a covenant relationship in marriage, and
sex is the physical evidence of it.

Marriage is a covenant relationship. God’s Word says,
“marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled.”6

Sex is the sign of a covenant relationship between a
man and a woman. The covenant is why God gave sex only
to those who are married.

Sex wasn’t made for lusting and getting. It was made
for loving and giving. Engaging in any sex act outside of
marriage is a sin. Engaging in sex when single is fornica-
tion. If indulged in with a member of the opposite sex other
than one’s marriage partner, or with one who is in a
covenant with another partner, it is called adultery. Sex
between two people of the same sex is called homosexual-
ity or (if both partners are female) lesbianism. Sex with an
animal is called bestiality. All of those are referred to in the
Bible as sin. Where two people have not entered into the
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sacred covenant of marriage, there is to be no sex between
them. Sex was given as an act of love, not lust.

Lust is perverted love. Love desires to satisfy others,
even at the expense of self. Lust desires to gratify self, even
at the expense of others.

Sex was made for giving. Love gives, lust gets.
When a married man engages in an intimate sexual

relationship with his wife while imagining he is having sex
with another person, he is only practicing vaginal mastur-
bation. Actually he is committing adultery in his heart.
There is no communication between that man and woman
in spirit, only in the flesh.

Someone once asked me, “Isn’t it dishonoring to think
that sex can be regarded as sacred?”

Hey–Who do you think created sex? The devil didn’t.
Satan is not a creator; he is a counterfeiter, usurper, and
thief. He will counterfeit, usurp or steal anything that God
creates. God creates, Satan counterfeits.

The joy of sex is to know you have entered into a holy,
covenant relationship with the woman you love, and that
God gladly has provided a joyous, exciting, physically
pleasing act with which you seal your covenant. Each time
you have sex with your wife, you are once again saying
with every fiber of your being that you love her.

Sex with guilt is nothing like that at all.
Sex without guilt is the greatest pleasure a man will

ever know.
Sex is sacred to a marriage!
Sex is for marriage.
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The Glory of
Virginity

There is a glory to virginity. 
Virginity is part of the uniqueness with which God

endowed both men and women in creation. Virginity is a
glory to both men and women.

In this day and age, virginity is regarded as useless by
much of the medical profession, as considered a shame to
those with it, as a trophy to be won by “macho men,” as an
embarrassment to young ladies, and as a nuisance to inces-
tuous parents. To God and the godly, virginity is a glory.
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God expects both men and women to be virgins when
they marry–not just the women. God has no double stan-
dards–man does, God doesn’t.

It is my belief that the divorce rate in America is direct-
ly proportionate to the loss of virginity before marriage.

God’s standard for virginity before marriage was for a
divine purpose. Men need to understand the truth con-
cerning virginity, and fathers need to know why God holds
them responsible for their virginal daughters.

In Deuteronomy, God is very explicit in His instruc-
tions concerning a newlywed couple.1 In the Jewish cul-
ture, there was a distinct manner in which newlyweds were
to come together. God also gave explicit instructions on
how to adjucate the matter if the man wanted an annul-
ment on the grounds that his bride was not a virgin when
he married her. The evidence of the purity of the woman
was to be found in her “tokens of virginity”–that is, the
presence of blood on the marital bedclothes.

The parents of the bride were to furnish the newly-
weds with a set of “bedclothes” for the couple’s first
night of marriage and their initial act of sexual inter-
course. After their first night together, if the man brought
a charge against his new bride that he found her not a
virgin, then the parents of the bride were to obtain the
bedclothes used that night, and spread them before the
elders of the city to give evidence concerning their
daughter’s “tokens of virginity.”

If the tokens were found, it was evidence that the man
had lied in an attempt to gain an annulment. He was
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attempting to defraud his new bride and her parents.  His
charge, if false, was a slander against a “virgin of Israel,”
and incurred a severe penalty. First, the husband was to
pay the parents of the bride a fine for bringing a false
charge against their daughter. Second, he would have to
continue the marriage with never an opportunity for
divorce. He was married to the woman for life. This
meant that she could not be put away and made to fend
for herself, hoping to find someone who would take her
as a once-divorced woman to be a wife again. The man’s
penalty was the responsibility to provide and care for the
woman all her life.

But, if his charge was true–if the woman was not a vir-
gin, though representing herself to be–then the husband
was given the annulment he desired. Her penalty for
defrauding her parents and husband was to be brought
before the people of the city and be stoned. She had
“wrought folly in Israel, to play the whore in her father’s
house,”2 by losing her virginity while still living at home,
and the penalty was death.

God expected both the man and the woman to be vir-
gins at the time of their marriage. It is possible to prove the
virginity of a woman, but not the virginity of a man. The
man’s word was to be reliable. 

The woman has the power of sex, the ability to give or
keep it. It was assumed that if she had not been raped or had
not lost her virginity through forcible sexual assault, then
she had voluntarily submitted to sexual intercourse before
marriage–which was contrary to God’s commandment.
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Before continuing, let me point out something to you as
a man. Men do not realize the penalty or curse that comes
from lying about or slandering a woman. A man who, after
a date, brags about his “conquest,” when in reality there
was none, slanders a woman and causes her the loss of her
reputation. Men who do this are subject to the judgment of
God. I warn you against making any statement of untruth
regarding a woman’s virtue. In fact, if you are guilty of hav-
ing done it, I command you to repent. Ask God to forgive
you of your sin of slander. You have raised up a slander
against God’s handmaiden and it will not go unpunished.
When I mentioned this to a group of college men, their
leader told me it answered his question as to why there
seemed to be such a curse on campus, especially in some
men’s “frat houses.” You cannot violate God’s command-
ments, or even His children, and not expect His judgment.

Another factor in this dispute between a husband and
wife about her virginity was the severity of the punishment
that was meted out to the guilty parties. Note that the law
stated: “So shalt thou put evil away from among you
(Israel).”3 The punishment for all to see was done to bring
the “fear of the Lord”4 upon all of Israel. 

Think of what would happen to our country today if
there was a law enacted that required a man to take care of,
for life, every woman whose virginity he had taken, and that
required a woman’s life if she was not a virgin when she
married. We’d have a financial crisis, for one thing. Our
courtrooms and doctors’ offices would be full of people
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arguing about the modern-day equivalents of the “tokens
of virginity.” Young people would certainly think twice
before losing their virginity.

The consequences of fraud were meant by God to bring
the “fear of the Lord” upon Israel. “The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom,” according to the Bible, and the
beginning of wisdom is to depart from evil.5 The fear of the
Lord is required to begin to be wise.

Scripture states that in the early Church when the dis-
ciples were “walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the
comfort of the Holy Ghost,”6 multitudes were added to the
Church. The fear of the Lord is not an awesome dread of
God, but an awe-inspired reverence that leads to a depar-
ture from evil.

Today much of the Church tends to walk only in the
comfort of the Holy Ghost and ignores the fear of the
Lord. As a result, much of the world lives in lasciviousness
of life. Lasciviousness literally means “living without
restraint.” The world only knows restraint from the power
of the Spirit. The Church gives it by walking in the fear of
the Lord. The Church can’t indulge in lasciviousness to any
degree and still expect God to bless and empower it. 

Where is the fear of the Lord? God is not winking at
sin. The rise and fall of the fear of the Lord in the life of
believers has a direct bearing on the rise and fall of right-
eousness in our communities and nation. The lack of the
fear of the Lord in the Church today is cause for much of
the rise of evil in the world.
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Historically, whenever great fear of the Lord was upon
the Church, it translated into great evangelism in the com-
munity. Conviction of sin can’t occur where sin is lightly
regarded or indulged in by church members.

Where the Church is walking in the strength of the fear
of the Lord, there is a restraint from doing evil in society.

Don’t think for a minute that the way you live as an
individual has no effect on this world–it certainly does. By
your relationship to God, you directly influence what hap-
pens in this world.

Public denunciation of sin is predicated on private
renunciation.

God wanted Israel to walk in the fear of the Lord that
they might have an influence on all the nations of the
world. He wanted to reveal Himself to the world through
Israel. For Him to be able to do that, they needed to walk
both in the comfort of His presence, and in reverence
before Him.

Every man who renounces sins makes an impact on the
world around him. The world stands up and takes notice
of the man who walks in the fear of the Lord. The nation
that fears the Lord makes an impact on the world. To the
degree that the nation loses its fear of the Lord, it will lose
its influence in the world.

The heavy penalty laid upon those guilty of sexual
fraud was imposed in an attempt to “put away sin” direct-
ly and to bring the fear of the Lord upon the rest of the
nation to restrain them from evil.
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The act of marriage, sex, is a holy act. God still expects
His people to respond to the covenant He has provided for
them with the fear of the Lord in their hearts. Marriage is
a covenant relationship. The covenant is a blood covenant.

When the couple on their wedding night engage in their
first act of intimate sexual intercourse, and her hymen is
penetrated, it causes the shedding of blood and that blood
then becomes the “tokens of her virginity.”

When the hymen of the bride is penetrated, causing the
shedding of blood, and that blood flows over the man’s
penis, it is a sign before God that the man and woman have
entered into a sacred covenant relationship in marriage
through the shedding of blood. That shed blood is symbol-
ic of the sacred covenant relationship with God, which is
entered into through the shedding of Christ’s blood.

Initial sex is a sign of a blood covenant.
Virginity is a glory.
If you are a virgin, your virginity is a glory to you. 
What a way to start a marriage, with a blood covenant

recognized by you, God, and your new wife. Think of it!
Your wedding night–you and your wife together in the
honeymoon suite of the hotel–you in your blue silk paja-
mas, and her in the beautiful white peignoir. You toast each
other with sparkling grape juice, smile lovingly and inti-
mately at each other … Then, taking her in your arms, you
guide her to the bed, and tell her, “Sweetheart, I love you.
God gave to me the ‘glory of virginity’ as part of my man-
hood. Tonight, I share it with you, as the greatest gift I can
give to show my true love for you. I want our marriage to
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be a sacred covenant in God, and our sex to be the sign of
that covenant.”

Clean.
Pure.
Holy.
Good.
Righteous.
Godly.
Manly.
Don’t let some cheap, tawdry relationship in the back

of a van, or at a cheap motel, or on a sandy beach blanket,
or in hushed whispers in the living room, rob you of the
greatest moment of your life!

“Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service,”7 the Bible
states. Yes, it is reasonable! It makes good sense!

Once you have presented your body to God as a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto the Lord, which is your rea-
sonable service, then hold it in that “glory” so you will be
able to present it to your wife in the same way–on your
wedding night–holy and acceptable to her, which is your
reasonable service.

God is calling you to excellence.
Are you single and having problems honoring God with

purity in mind or body? Are you willing to admit that you
want to be a man of excellence, not ashamed of your iden-
tification with Christ, a man who knows what is right and
is not afraid to admit it, a man who will respond to the call
for excellence of life?
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The spirit and glory of virginity are yours.
Or are you no longer a virgin and have just realized

what you have lost and would desire to have it back? You
may not get it back physically, but you can mentally, emo-
tionally, and spiritually. God will restore the spirit and
glory of it to your life if you ask Him.

Or are you married–and now realize you lost the glory
of your virginity the wrong way–and you would like to
have the spirit and glory of it restored to your life to renew
your relationship with your wife? Again, you may not have
it back physically, but you can certainly have the spirit of
it back mentally and spiritually. It will change your whole
attitude toward your wife, your relationship to her, and
will give you a new, fresh love for her.

Or are you a divorced person or a widower who wants
to remarry and do it the right way? You too can experience
it from God.

If you are married, you and your wife can be restored
in your spirits so you can approach your marriage bed with
a new attitude, one of thankfulness and reverence for the
covenant God has provided for you.

If you desire the spirit and glory of virginity in your life,
and you are not ashamed to admit you want your life to be
a glory to God, then without any embarrassment, pray this
prayer with me.

“Father, in the Name of Jesus, my Lord and Savior, I
come to You now, to present my body, holy, acceptable to
You, which is my reasonable service. By faith I receive the
Holy Spirit’s quickening power in my life to renew with-
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in me the spirit and the glory of virginity. In the spirit of
virginity, I present my body, holy and acceptable, to that
person to whom I will marry (or to whom I am married),
which is my reasonable service. I accept Your provision
for this covenant relationship in my life and thank You
for it. Amen.”

Excellent.
Receive that renewing power in your life and the glory

that is yours through Christ.
The glory of virginity is yours today.
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The Principle of
Release

I was in my hotel room when the phone rang. It was the
grandmother of the little eight-year-old girl I had prayed
with the night before. During the course of the meeting
that night, I was impressed to pray for women who had
been abused. The first time I did that, the response was so
phenomenal that I had been careful not to repeat it unless
definitely impressed to do so.

A huge percentage of women have been abused or sex-
ually assaulted by some man during their girlhood. These
women need healing from the emotional hurt. For most of
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them, therapy is not even considered. The majority of these
victims simply stuff the experience in the back of their
minds hoping never to remember it again–only to find it is
a stumbling block to the real intimacy, openness, and vul-
nerability of genuine love. It is not strange that the Lord
would want to minister to these women, and do it through
a man. By man came the offense, by man comes the release.

The principle of release is one of the most powerful
Jesus gives the believer. He said to His disciples, “Receive
ye the Holy Ghost: Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are
remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain they
are retained.”1

If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven–
released, and if you do not forgive, they are not forgiven–
released. You retain what you do not release.

This is how sins are passed from generation to genera-
tion. Sons who do not forgive the sins of the fathers retain
them and make the same mistakes with their sons. Time
after time in meetings when I have taught this principle,
men have finally understood why they do what they do.
Literally hundreds of men have stood and openly admitted
that they are making the same mistakes with their sons that
their fathers made with them.

But the wonderful thing is that Jesus made a way to
release the mistakes, errors, and sins out of our lives. By
receiving the power of the Holy Spirit and forgiving as God
forgives, they are released from our lives. We can live free
from the mistakes of the past.
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That night when the grandmother stood with her
granddaughter and the other ladies, I did what I normally
do at that time. I stood before those women in the place of
the man, or men, who had hurt, abused, violated, or mis-
used them, and I asked them to forgive me in his stead. It
is always a most moving moment in their lives.

After asking them to forgive, it is common for me then
to pray with them, often leading them in a prayer of
release. A simple prayer, but oh so powerful, as the Spirit
of God quickens the hearts, minds, and spirits of those who
pray it.

The grandmother on the phone told me what happened
after the meeting when she took her granddaughter home.
The precious little eight-year-old had been raped when she
was six. The emotional trauma still bothered her at times,
so she was often left with her grandmother instead of a
babysitter while the mother worked.

“I took my granddaughter home last night and put her
to bed,” the grandmother reported. “After I tucked her in,
before I prayed for her, I asked what Jesus had done for her
that night.

“She looked at me and said, ‘Grandma, Jesus made me
feel just like I did before it ever happened.’”

God can do more in one touch of His Spirit than the
whole world can do in all our lifetimes put together.

For some women, it takes longer to let it all out because
of the wall of bitterness, regret, resentment, and even hatred
that has built up over the years. For others, the years just
add momentum once the person makes the decision to for-
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give, and it all comes pouring out in a torrent as the Spirit
of God unlocks what has been bound up for so long.

Many women suffer the consequences of a man’s sin.
Consider this letter:

“Dear Dr. Cole:
“I hate men. My first and real father was an alcoholic.

He physically abused my mother, sister, and me. My step-
father has physically abused me and my sister since we
were eleven years old. To this day, I won’t stay in the same
room with him–it still happens.

“No, my mother doesn’t know. I’m afraid to tell her.
She won’t believe me, and my sister said if I told Mom, she
would deny it.

“My dad claims to be a Christian. It makes me want to
vomit when I sit in the choir loft at church and have to
look at him sitting there in the church singing. He makes
me sick. I HATE HIM. I have tried to forgive him, and
when I told him I had forgiven him, he just laughed at me
and acted as if he hadn’t done anything wrong.

“He’s a member of the church. I have talked to the
pastor about this; he says he doesn’t feel he should
approach him at this time. Why? Doesn’t anyone care
about me–my feelings?”

Jesus does.
Such cases are the very reason the Lord has called men

like me to stand before women “in His stead” so they can
be freed from what we men have done to them. It is what
I call the ministry of the principle of release.
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Negative sexual experiences like this one don’t just fade
away. Unless they are dealt with, they become lodged deep
within the person and cause all kinds of problems later on
in life. Any pastor, psychologist or social worker who has
done any amount of personal counseling will tell you that.
People sometimes go through life with the memory of that
nagging, unfinished business deep inside their spirit. That’s
why they never fully experience the joy of the Lord in their
sex life.

I sat in my office one day with a married couple who
were in constant turmoil. Regardless of how much they
talked things out, and how many hours of counseling they
received, their marriage remained an absolute mess.

Finally, in a counseling session which turned out to be
our last, on a sudden impulse I asked the two of them,
“Did you have premarital sex together?” Rather sheepish-
ly they admitted that they had. Then the wife began to cry.
Then weep. Her husband and I sat there absolutely amazed
at how much emotion welled up in her over this one inci-
dent that had taken place years before.

As she cried, I turned to her husband and asked him,
“Have you ever asked her to forgive you for causing her to
lose her virginity before you were married?”

His reply, of course, was that he had not.
“This would be a good time, Son, to do it,” I said.
That couple never had to come to see me again. The

strife was gone. Peace began to reign in their lives and
home, because of the principle of release.
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In a recent meeting in which this truth was presented, a
woman came to me with a joyful heart. “I could never fig-
ure out why I never felt good enough to be a wife or moth-
er, until I heard the truth about the principle of release. My
virginity was taken from me when I was five, and I just
realized it was the reason I could never feel deserving. I
always felt like I was less than a real woman. Tonight I for-
gave the man who did it, and for the first time in my life I
consider myself to be a real woman.”

A pastor called me to tell me what had happened to a
lady in his congregation. When she was sixteen years old,
she was gang raped by six men in a van. They were ready
to kill her when a police car was spotted driving by, and
instead they threw her out of the van and sped away. Now,
years later, she was a beautiful wife and mother of three
children. Inside, though, all her life she had ached from the
trauma inflicted upon her by those ungodly, perverse
attackers. She still battled the feelings of shame, hate, guilt,
and uncleanness which had been thrust upon her when her
virginity was so violently stolen from her.

However, after hearing the principle and praying the
prayer of release, she called her pastor to give him the good
news that she had finally been healed of that nightmare.
The Spirit of Christ had renewed her mind, spirit, and
body. She told her pastor that for the first time in her life
she actually, physically, desired her husband. She was free.
Free to love.

It’s not just women, though. Men have suffered the same.
In San Antonio after I had prayed with abused women,

a man spoke up loudly before the entire audience, “What
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about us men?” It startled everyone, and I replied, “I’m
sorry, it just never occurred to me to include the men. If
you need help, let me pray with you now.”

He was a schoolteacher. He had been violated as a boy
by his own father and brother. Because of it, he battled a
spirit of homosexuality. He desired a normal heterosexual
life, but because of what he had suffered as a boy, he
thought it never would–or could–be for him. But he too
was released.

Notice that our Lord commanded, “Receive ye the
Holy Ghost,” before He gave the principle of release. To
forgive as God forgives, it must be done in the power of
His Spirit. It cannot be done as a willful human exercise of
fleshly faith. Jesus knew what we needed, and He prayed
the Father to send His own Spirit into our hearts via the
New Birth so we could know His power, grace and truth,
and be able to live our lives in Him.

If you have an attitude about sex that does not come
from the Lord, you need to find out where that attitude
comes from and get it out of your life. Many times wrong
attitudes about sex are a holdover from some past experi-
ence. God is there for you. He wants to release you from
your past and lead you into a new future.

Forgiveness is never only in word, but always in spirit.
Forgiveness can never be earned, it is always a gift. Always
a gift by grace.

Do you need release? Are there sins that have been
committed against you that need to be erased from your

109

The Principle of Release

CSM DRAFT.V3b  12/15/06  4:00 PM  Page 109



mind and spirit? Have you desired to be free? Are you still
carrying the sins of others because you have never had any-
one minister this word to you? Then let me pray with
you–here–now.

First, let me take the place of the man (or woman) who
violated you, offended you, corrupted you, and ask you to
forgive me in their stead. They will probably never be able
to say it–but I can do it for them. Forgive me. If you are a
woman, forgive what we men have done to you.

Now let me pray with you. Pray this prayer.
“God, my Father, I come to You now in accordance

with Your Word to believe and receive the healing virtue of
Jesus Christ in my life. By faith I receive Your Spirit in
quickening power into my life. By the authority of Your
Word, and the ability of Your Spirit, I now forgive that per-
son and what was done to me. I release it right out of my
life. And now–by faith–I receive Your healing virtue to
restore in my life what was stolen from me. Amen.”

Now, if you have been the one who abused, misused, or
violated another person or persons, and you are not able to
go and apologize for your actions directly, God will also
release you from the bondage of that sin. Pray the same
prayer, but instead of your forgiving someone else, ask God
to forgive you for your wrongdoing. Then receive by faith
your healing from the scars of your own sins.

Pray this prayer. Mean it.
Receive your release from the Lord.
He said it. He will do it.
Be free.
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God Made Sex
Good

We have now studied men and their character. We have
said three basic common problem areas come between a
man and a woman: communication, sex and money. There
are only three methods of communication known to man:
words, gesture and spirit. Virginity is God-given, and a glory,
not something to be shunned or a shame. There is a princi-
ple of release that Jesus Christ has given us for our freedom
from the sins committed against us. We have talked about
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the sacredness of sex, in that it is a sign of a covenant rela-
tionship between a man and a woman. Not bad.

But, let’s continue the subject of sex in this book with a
simple statement.

God made sex good!
As long as I live I shall never forget the day in a semi-

nar at a Holiday Inn in Irving, Texas, when I made that
statement and three hundred Texans shouted, “Amen!”
All I could think of was three hundred wives calling me,
wanting to know what under God’s heaven I had said to
their husbands.

The truth is that God made sex good. He made it to be
the most desirable thing for a man in relationship to a
woman so the earth would be replenished, or repopulated,
and so fulfill God’s command. God made sex good so that
man would not feel forced to replenish the earth. He also
made it good for man’s pleasure because He loved man.

Sex is not something to be ashamed of, avoided, denied
or secretly lusted. It is something lovely, good, holy, decent
and in keeping with the covenant relationship between a
man and wife.

In creation, God created the entire earth in the positive.
Man through sin recreated it in the negative. God creates,
Satan counterfeits. The corner barroom is a counterfeit
church. The bartender is the pastor, people go in to find fel-
lowship, get counsel, and are filled with the spirit(s).

Sin always promises to serve and please, but only
desires to enslave and dominate. That’s true of alcohol,
drugs, pornography, greed, jealousy, and every other sin of
the flesh and spirit.

112

Communication, Sex & Money

CSM DRAFT.V3b  12/15/06  4:00 PM  Page 112



Love is satisfying, lust is insatiable. A freedom comes
from love, but lust gives a heavy burden. Just as hell is
never satisfied, neither is the lust of the flesh. Lust is degen-
erative. From fantasies, sexual lust descends in its unbri-
dled thirst to sado-masochism, then to bestiality, and final-
ly to murder itself. Over 50,000 murders per year occur in
America through sexual deviation. The latest serial mur-
derer I’ve read about was arrested for thirty-seven murders,
all of them committed because of the sexual deviation and
perversion of the accused.

There is no joy in lust. Lust is a counterfeit of love.
Prayer produces intimacy, but pornography is a substi-

tute for prayer. Pornography promises to serve and please,
but only enslaves and dominates. One psychologist stated
that it takes four to five years of therapy to rid patients of
sexual addictions. God can do it better.

The mores of society are imposing themselves on the
Church, instead of the Church establishing the mores of
society. Rather than be embarrassed by, criticize, or find
fault with the men who are openly contending for right-
eousness in our society, we need to thank God for them,
pray for them, and stand with them.

Pornography has made oral sex popular with the lust-
ful, and a problem for the loving. A pastor asked me to
speak at a women’s luncheon, and then gave the ladies slips
of paper on which to write their questions for me to
answer. Eight out of ten questions were, “What do you say
about oral sex?”
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A woman called our office asking for help because her
husband had put her out of the house when she refused to
engage in oral sex. She wanted to know what the Bible said
about it. The fact is, the Bible says nothing about it direct-
ly. However, the Bible says plenty about love and sex.

Just as God did not force man to procreate, but instead
made sex an enjoyable act that man would desire, so the
man must treat his wife–not forcing anything on her but
making the sex act enjoyable so she will desire it. The sex-
ual union is directly related to a man’s loving his wife even
as Christ also loved the Church. Any man who forces his
wife to engage in sexual acts of any kind is operating out
of lust, not love.

One man wrote that he and his wife didn’t have any
problems, except one–she didn’t want to have oral sex. He
was wrong. He was blind to the real problems they had.
The disagreement about oral sex was not “his only prob-
lem,” it was an indication and outgrowth of more serious
underlying problems. Dealing with surface issues will never
clear up deep-seated hurts, attitudes and beliefs. To live free,
we must educate ourselves concerning God’s view of sex,
the sacredness of the covenant, and the fear of the Lord. 

“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin,”1 according to scrip-
ture. Any time a man forces his wife to do something con-
trary to her consecration, and coerces her to do something
outside of faith, it is sin. Generally a basic attitude of lust
versus love is central to the argument.

But here is a letter which reveals what happens when a
man meets God.
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“I praise God for the mighty work He has done and is
doing through you, Brother Cole! My husband Rick
attended the seminar you held in Chicago, and I had to
write and tell you what the Lord has done.

“We had been married for about ten years. The first
couple of years we were too dumb to know we had prob-
lems, and during the next four years our marriage rela-
tionship deteriorated until our family life had become
almost unbearable. I thought I knew the Lord, but I final-
ly was scared enough to get serious about straightening out
my relationship with the Lord Jesus. And I began to pray,
only with a ‘can’t-You-do-anything-about-this-jerk-I’m-liv-
ing-with’ attitude.

“Well, one night, while I was reading the Bible, I read
Ephesians 5:22-24. Something (Someone, really) deep
inside me said, ‘This is for you.’ I thought, ‘Oh, no it’s not,’
and tried to keep right on reading. ‘Far be it from me to
submit to a man who’s into drugs and alcohol, and doesn’t
even know You, Lord!’ I thought. But that ‘something’
deep inside said gently, ‘If you don’t, you’re a hypocrite.’

“I wrestled with that for weeks. Every scripture I read
convicted me on the subject–everything in the circum-
stances seemed to prove that it would be the most foolish
decision possible. My daughter was still breast-feeding, we
had no money, Rick was leaving us ‘for good’ about twice
a month, and was angry because I wouldn’t smoke dope
with him and his friends. But the conviction continued.
My heart still reads Matthew 5:47 like this, ‘And if you
submit to Christlike husbands only, what do you do more
than others?’
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“Finally, I did submit to God and my husband, and got
busy seeking God for what He wanted me to be–as a wife
and otherwise. I found (under the Lord’s guidance) that I
was so blind, and so faulty in the heart department that I
had no business thinking about what anyone did or didn’t
do–in particular, what my husband did or didn’t do.

“To make an already long story short(er), the Lord
went through both our lives, our marriage, our home,
everything, so fast and in such power that my husband was
saved, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and his drug-doing
friends ran for the hills. The Lord found us a house, we
stopped striving with each other, started having people in
our home to study the Bible, and no one could believe we
were the same two people.

“But there were a few stubborn problems. There were
still tensions in our sex life. I still had a nagging sense of
unforgiveness against alcoholics. My husband still felt
guilty about all he had done, even though he knew God
had forgiven him and he was dead to the things he had
done before; and (in part because of these things, he tells
me now) he hadn’t taken his position as the spiritual head
of the house. 

“Now by this time I knew that God and Rick could set-
tle any problem without me poking my nose in it, so I gave
the care of our sex life over to God, and concentrated on
working for Him, loving my husband, and keeping my
own self in line.

“And to tell you the truth, after what we had been
through, I would have been perfectly satisfied to live with
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those things. Outwardly there was no sign of trouble, and
we were both growing steadily. I was so grateful to our
Lord Jesus because of the change from marital disaster to
a loving and relatively peaceful home, that I’d have gladly
lived with the seemingly small things in our lives for any
length of time.

“Then, one night, a brother in the Lord came to a home
Bible study we were having and told Rick about your sem-
inar the next day. He went, and when he got home that
Saturday afternoon, I could hardly believe I was talking to
the same man! He asked my forgiveness for not taking the
spiritual leadership in our family and home Bible study
meeting, and took it. He shared the principle of ‘release’ in
forgiveness he had learned from you. I got on my knees and
today I am free from the root of bitterness and unforgive-
ness against alcoholics. Rick is free from his leftover guilt
about the things his former self had done, and new power
began to flow through our lives.

“Brother Cole, that was enough to keep me shouting the
Lordship of Jesus Christ with fresh joy, and turning hand-
springs for a long, long time to come. But there’s more.

“You spoke to the men about oral sex. That problem
was the very specific one that I had turned over to the
Lord, and then only with insecurity. (I wasn’t too sure that
Jesus was in the business of straightening out people’s sex
lives–I’d never heard much about it. But I reasoned that He
did, after all, create it–He’s infinitely compassionate, and
He does love us, so I banked on that and turned it over
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anyhow.) I had not said one word about it, not to my hus-
band or anyone else, except to Jesus.

“Sir, when my husband walked in and told me what
had been said, and that he had asked the Lord’s forgive-
ness, and was now asking mine, the infinite love of the
Lord Jesus Christ was so real to me I’d have been on my
knees worshipping Him in that same instant, had I not
been caught up in my husband’s arms.”

The seminar she was referring to was one of our “men
only” events where I simply told the men that whatever is
not of faith is sin, and the marriage bed is undefiled. The
Holy Spirit is our teacher, the Bible says, and I let the Holy
Spirit minister to the men individually after I presented the
basic Biblical truths. This man accepted what God minis-
tered to his heart and reaped a huge reward in his rela-
tionship with his wife. But the problem today is that many
men are trained to hear sermons, not to study the Word of
God, or heed His “still, small voice” in their hearts. 

But notice in this woman’s letter where the change
began. It always begins in us. Any change you desire in
someone else must begin in you. If your wife has seemed to
be the wrong one, and you the right one, humble yourself
before the Lord merely to do what He asks you to do in
faith, believing that He will take care of the rest.

Impatience is the tool of the flesh, misunderstanding is
the tool of the devil.

For your sake, your wife’s sake, your children’s sake,
for God’s sake–be the man God created you to be. Don’t be
a counterfeit. Be genuine. Be real. Be a man.
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The contradiction in men’s lives is never so apparent as
when they walk into the bedroom at night with the attitude,
“Wait here, Jesus, I’ll be back in the morning.” The Holy of
Holies is now tabernacled in the heart of man. That’s why
Jesus could promise, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee.”2 His Spirit indwells you every moment of every day,
at all times working for your good. God is with you in the
workroom, boardroom, kitchen, and bedroom.

Sure, there are some women as addicted to lust even as
men, and they need the same renewing of the spirit of the
mind that a man does. Sure, there are some women who
consider their ability to seduce a man as evidence of their
being a conqueror of him. Sure, there are women who are
frigid. And yet many women have problems with sex, not
because they don’t recognize it as a legitimate ministry of
theirs to their husband, but because of his lusts.

One of the aspects of the man’s ministry as prophet,
priest and king is the ability to meet his wife’s needs.
Because a husband doesn’t listen, a wife won’t talk about
her problems to him. But she will find someone who will
listen, and when she does, she will often transfer her affec-
tion. That spells trouble.

That is why it is so important to understand the meth-
ods of communicating. Listening is the basic part of com-
municating. You don’t make a success in life because of
your ability to talk, but your ability to listen.

Yes, God made sex good. Righteousness makes it good.
Every man needs to have his heart and mind circum-

cised from uncleanness, to put away the impurities, and
then to accept the riches of what is godly, pure and holy.
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Sometimes it takes more than one effort to achieve
excellence. That’s why I wrote in the book COURAGE
that “Champions are not men who never fail, but men who
never quit.”

Like any investment, it will take time to see the results.
Whereas the weak, fearful man gives up before the return
comes in, a man who truly loves God will remain faithful
until he reaps a harvest.
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The Circumcised
Marriage

When Bill called, I was busy preparing for a very
important presentation at a bookseller’s convention. The
days were busy and long, and the nights were too short.
Bill and his wife needed counsel, he said, and wanted to
know if they could meet with me.

The answer was obviously, “No.” No way.
Yet as I was explaining to Bill by phone the reasons

why it was impossible for me to meet with him, I found
myself saying that I’d meet them late that night. Little did
I know God wanted to do something in their lives that
would profoundly change them, and through their experi-
ence, bring change to the lives of thousands of others.
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“We’ve been married thirty years, yet there is some-
thing missing in our marriage,” Bill began as he and Jan sat
on the couch in my hotel room that night. “There’s no
romance. Sex is almost non-existent. We really need help.
We believe God told us to come to you.”

If it was true that God thought I could help, I was grate-
ful, but at the moment I didn’t know if Bill really knew
what he was talking about. Events would prove that he did.

Bill proceeded to tell me that he was 52 years old, Jan was
51, and that after thirty years together they were convinced it
was a miracle their marriage had lasted as long as it had.
After they were first married, she had told him that she was
not able to have children. His angry response had been, “If
that’s the case, then there’s no need to have sex.” But they
did, though it was far from what either of them desired,
wanted, or imagined it could and should be. Bill went on to
tell of the next thirty years of intermittent heartache, occa-
sional tragedy, distress, pain, sorrow, and just enough affec-
tion interspersed throughout to keep the marriage together.

It was a long story, and by the ease with which he relat-
ed to me the details, I could tell they had talked it over and
thought it over time and time again. I decided to interrupt
Bill and just get the basics instead of the details.

“Do you want this marriage to work?” I asked.
Bill looked at his wife, and they turned to me and each

said, “Yes.”
“Do you love each other?”
“We don’t know,” was their honest answer.
“Have you been faithful to each other?”
“I’ve looked over the fence a few times, and probably
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he has too, but we haven’t done anything,” Jan said, and
Bill nodded in agreement.

“But you don’t know if you love each other?”
“All I know,” said Bill, “is that through it all, she is still

my best friend.”
That statement said a lot to me about their situation. It

was classic evidence of the truth that what holds a mar-
riage together is not romance, but friendship. A marriage
union needs both, but it can survive on the basis of friend-
ship alone without romance. Few ever survive with only
the romance and no friendship. Hollywood romance mag-
azines revealing the constant change in marital relation-
ships among celebrities illustrate the point.

A young man needs to know how to be a friend to a
girl, in order to know how to be a husband to a woman.

Exotic and erotic moments don’t last a lifetime, friend-
ship does. You can’t build a life on memories. In the
absence of true friendship, between the times of romance,
the void can be filled by enmity, or by someone else.
Bitterness, hatefulness, sarcasm, caustic criticism, or horri-
ble silence may occupy the void created by the absence of
friendly conversation, touching, sharing, and togetherness.

Although I loved Bill and Jan, and was concerned for
them, I did not want to sit there and absorb thirty years of
garbage into my mind and spirit when it was obviously a
conversation they had had before without results. I didn’t
need to hear them bringing up their old life again, but they
did need help.

They had been believers in Christ for only four years
and their lives had already been dramatically changed.
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Now they needed to apply that salvation to this area of
their lives, but only the Lord could do it. God wanted to
change their married life, just as He had changed their indi-
vidual lives, and He would do it.

Jesus is the “Counsellor.”1 Any counsel given must
come from Him, and His Word. Otherwise, it is simply
good advice. Many is the man who stands behind the pul-
pit on a Sunday morning and delivers good advice instead
of the good news of the Gospel. Thousands die spiritually
as a result. The difference between good news and good
advice can be the difference between life and death.

That night I was fully aware that it was the blood of
Jesus that had saved Bill and Jan, not my own, and that
Jesus’ blood was sufficient to complete the work in them
that God had begun. When I was assured of the willingness
of their hearts to obey whatever God would tell them, the
Holy Spirit was released in me to speak the “word” God
wanted them to hear.

“Why don’t you circumcise your marriage?” I startled
them by asking.

“What?” They looked at each other with astonishment
and then turned to me and said, “We’ve never heard of
such a thing.”

“Well, I really haven’t either until just now,” I said. At
least I had not heard it put quite that way.

Years before, while pastoring in Northern California, I
was led of the Lord into an intense ten days of purification
of my life. It was a time when the Lord impressed me to
leave everything I was doing, get in my car, and without
any money or means of support, depend on Him totally
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for everything I was to need–gas, food, lodging, even a
place to go.

On the eighth day of those ten “days of purification,” I
went back home, asked my wife to continue with me, and
we drove to a hotel near the beach. There the next day in
prayer, I read in the book of Joshua where the children of
Israel were circumcised “the second time.”2 The first time
was before they left Egypt. Now, after they had entered
Canaan with a new generation born after leaving Egypt,
God required it again of the men, and of the nation. I
understood that circumcision represented two basic things:
the putting away of the unclean, and the establishment of
a covenant relationship.

My understanding when reading that scripture that day
was that the Lord wanted to put away the things that were
hurtful in the relationship I had with my wife. I also under-
stood that He meant for the two of us to enter into a
renewal of our marriage covenant by repenting of the past,
allowing God by His Spirit to melt our hearts together in
love, and to start afresh, building upon all the positive and
blessed aspects of our new relationship.

When Nancy and I knelt across the bed from each other
that night, and prayed together with our earnest and
intense desire to please God, it was as though time stood
still. God forgave me of all the negative thoughts, words,
motives, and deeds, gave me a new appreciation, affection,
desire and love for my wife that was so pure and pre-
cious–it can only be described as God’s putting within me
agape love, His own love, for my wife. At that moment all
the hurts, pains, sorrows and suffering were wiped away
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from both of us and a renewal of the marriage covenant
took place in our spirits. From then until now I have loved
my wife with a love that I never knew was possible.

Without my realizing it, the Spirit of God had brought
that reference to the circumcised marriage to my lips with
Bill and Jan that night. I had never directly ministered to
anyone before what God had ministered to Nancy and me
that day, but now I could see that God wanted Bill and Jan
to have that circumcised marriage also.

“Look,” I began, “rather than going back and digging
up all that buried garbage with all its putridness and stench,
why not ask God to circumcise your marriage? Put away
the uncleanness of the past thirty years and renew your
marriage with a covenant in God that will rejuvenate it.

“God can do more by His Spirit in ten seconds than
we can do in ten lifetimes. It’s what Christ came for. The
New Birth is for the totality of our lives, not just a ‘soul-
ish’ experience.

“You have to be willing to bury the past, not resurrect
it. God can circumcise your hearts in marriage just as He
did with sin in your hearts when you were converted. Old
things can pass away and all things become new in your
marriage, just as occurred in salvation. God can do what
no man can do.

“If you’re willing, I mean really willing, to ask God to
work a miracle in your lives, then the Lord is ready to per-
form it. It’s up to you.”

Bill and Jan sat silent for a minute under the impact of
what they had just heard. Slowly they turned to gaze at
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each other, searching for an answer they both hoped for
but weren’t sure they would find. Moments later, satisfied
with what they saw in each other’s eyes, they turned to me
and Bill spoke for both of them.

“Let’s do it,” he said.
“Follow me in prayer,” I said, and they bowed their heads.
They followed me in prayer, repeating the words that I

used, and confessed their errors, mistakes and sins. They
admitted their hates, angers, jealousies, and asked God to
forgive them of the hurts they had inflicted on each other
and themselves. Both of them spoke aloud their desire to
put away the past, with all its uncleanness. They asked
God to circumcise their hearts, they confessed their love for
each other, they renewed their marriage vows of covenant
while still in prayer, and they thanked God for what He
was doing in their lives. At the finish of the prayer, the pres-
ence of the Lord was so real in that hotel room, His power
was so great, that we all sat in total silence before the awe-
someness of God.

Slowly Jan relaxed, melted, into the arms of her husband.
Bill caressed her arm and put his cheek on the top of her
head. She sighed and whispered, “Wow.” It was such a
solemn, holy, sacred moment for them. Several minutes later,
while still cuddled against his chest, Jan opened her eyes,
looked at me mistily, and then said so softly that I could hard-
ly hear her, “I’d hate to tell you what I’m thinking right now.”

“Probably about a room in this hotel,” I said.
She smiled. Then the two of them straightened up to

leave, but he did not let go of her. A man who had just
admitted to me that he had a hard time being tender or
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wanting to touch, a man who had seldom caressed his wife
in thirty years, now could not let go of her.

“I have prayed for this for four years, since I got saved
and was able to pray,” he said, “but I really never thought
it would happen.”

Bill and Jan found what was missing. He found his
manhood, and she found her femininity. Together they
found a new marriage. Leaving arm in arm, they were a
joyous couple, free in mind and spirit, enjoying a circum-
cised marriage.

God is not a magician, but He does work miracles.
A few weeks later I called Bill and Jan to see how they

were doing. I wanted to relate their experience to a group
of men I would be speaking to, but I wanted to be sure of
the results first.

“How’s it going, Bill?”
“We’re on our honeymoon,” he said. “We’ve learned to

communicate. We’ve fallen in love.”
“Physically, too? She’s more than a best friend now?”
“Unbelievable. We’ve begun to practice the principles

of intercession, too. It is so true that prayer produces
intimacy. The intimate times we have together now are
just, just …”

“Heavenly,” I finished for him. He had answered my
question. Later in a meeting, he and Jan stood and testified
to the entire crowd what God had done for them. God does
circumcise the hearts of those who ask for it and are will-
ing. God is faithful to His Word. And He is faithful to you.
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Master or Servant
Sex and money are both expressions of love.
“It is more blessed to give than to receive,”1 is the

Kingdom principle taught in God’s Word. That is true of
both sex and money. The blessing is in the giving, not
the getting.

How important is money? Our Lord Jesus Christ was
betrayed because of the “love of money.” Ananias and
Sapphira lied about their money through their fear of fail-
ure–theirs, the Church’s, or Christ’s. In his hatred of the
Gospel, Demetrius caused a rebellion against the Apostle
Paul because of the loss of his revenue derived from the
worship of the goddess Diana. Paul’s ship was wrecked
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because of the greed of its owners, and only Paul’s inter-
cession saved the crew from death. Jezebel hated Elijah
and tried to kill him because of the loss of revenue which
came about through the destruction of her prophets and
their ministries.

Money, money, money. Money is life’s “support sys-
tem.” For money, men will sell their souls, women their
bodies, and everyone is tempted to lose their virtue.

• Men spend the majority of their time on earth 
thinking about money.

• In divorce, money and children are the greatest 
causes of litigation.

• Governments fall when corrupted by 
money’s misuse.

• People perish from lack, without money 
to buy food.

• Families are destroyed from the stress of 
having too much money, and not having enough. 
The “haves” and “have nots” still divide the 
world–and homes.

• Men worship what money can do.
• Men worry with it, and without it. Worry is a 

substitute for prayer.
When our Lord said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of

God …,”2 He knew why He said it–because “… all these
things shall be added unto you” when your faith is placed
primarily and fundamentally in God as life’s priority.

“Ye cannot serve God and mammon,”3 is a principle of
life. God comes first. Faith in God first makes faith for
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everything else possible. God knows what is best for us,
and “… no good thing will He withhold from them that
walk uprightly.”4

Dave wanted to be a success. College, business, every-
thing was keyed to succeeding in this world. His idea of
success was to “be somebody.” To do that, he needed to
prosper financially. To achieve that goal, he had to climb
the corporate ladder. But every promotion he set his heart
on he missed. Somehow, all the things he sought eluded his
grasp. There was constant emotional turmoil in him and
his home. When things went well on the job, he was fine.
When they did not go well, he was in distress–and that dis-
tress was communicated to his wife and family. Their life
was a roller coaster, a yo-yo, up and down from day to day.

A wife and children who loved Dave deeply and dearly
bore the brunt of his emotional outbursts, impatience and
intemperateness due to his frustrations. The people he was
upset with on the job never heard about it–but those at
home who loved him, cared for him, and prayed for him,
suffered the effects of his hostilities toward others.

Dave’s life was ruled by circumstances, not faith. Dave
gauged his success by corporate achievement, while God
gauges it by character development. Christlikeness is the
epitome of character development. Dave never obtained
what he sought, because he put “things” first–and expect-
ed God to added to them.

Carl was different. While Dave thought his problem
was people, Carl thought his problems were overdue bills,
lack of money, bad fortune, and a wife who could never
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make their money go far enough. His depression was
unknown to both him and his wife, but it was there, and
was a constant drain on the entire family. It sapped the very
vitality out of their home life. Carl’s problem wasn’t
money. It was greed, willfulness, laziness, and an obdurate
spirit. He wanted what he wanted when he wanted it, and
when he couldn’t pay for it, it was always the fault of
something or someone other than himself.

Issues of the flesh come from issues of the spirit.
Carl dealt with a “slack hand.” Poverty is promised to

those who deal that way. It is as certain as the sun, moon
and stars. A “slack hand” is the same as laziness.

Both Dave and Carl put God second in their lives. God
was not their primary source of life, nor the solution to
their problems. God was a convenience to them. Worship
was something to be engaged in only when it was conven-
ient to their schedule or feelings.

God is never a convenience in life.
God must be sought after to be found. His wisdom

must be sought after as one would seek for buried treasure.
It is God Who gives wisdom to get wealth.

Jesus once said it is harder for a rich man to enter the
Kingdom of Heaven as for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle. He was referring to men’s dependence on
money instead of God–their failure to recognize the Lord
as the source of their wealth.

A wise man looks to God as his source.
God seeks for man, and has since Eden when He called

to Adam, “Where art thou?”5 But not until a man is will-
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ing to seek God first with his whole heart will God be
found by him.

• God is not lost. Man is.
• God cannot discover Himself to men until men are

willing to discover themselves to Him.
• God must be the source of all, or else He is the 

solution to nothing.
• God never settles for second place.

Slavery hasn’t left us, it has just changed complexion. It
is green and silver, the color of money. Money can be the
master or the servant, make a man a slave or be a servant
to him.

Esau, in the Bible, is called a “profane person”6 because
he sold his birthright for a mess of pottage. He treated his
God-given gift with contempt by trading it for a moment’s
pleasure. He debased that which was holy simply to feed
his flesh.

Balaam “prostituted” his God-given gift. He bartered
with the enemy of God’s people, and to this day is known
as a traitor to righteousness. He is listed in God’s roll call
of infamy.

Balaam prophesied correctly, but privately advised
Balak to cause Israel to eat things sacrificed to idols and to
tempt Israel to commit fornication.

Balaam used for gold what God had given for glory. He
profaned the gift of his God, just as Esau did. He traded his
gift for pleasure.

Money itself is amoral. The morality of money is given
to it by the nature of the man with it. Money can be a
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blessing or cursing, depending on its use. Man determines
the meaning of money.

“The love of money is the root of all evil,”7 is the Word
of the Lord. The lust of money makes slaves of men. The
proper use of money is to produce prosperity. Wise invest-
ments lead to financial security and stability.

A man has a tendency to see the worth of his manhood
in terms of money. But men were meant to fulfill their sense
of manhood through a relationship with God, not through
material gain. Still, God never meant for men to live with-
out gain. He meant for them to seek the Kingdom of God
first, and gain would be added to them.

Prosperity is the natural, sequentially ordered result of
righteousness in life. Wherever there is righteousness, there is
prosperity. It is a principle of life that is true whether in
money or marriage. A right relationship produces prosperity.

“Blessed is the man … (whose) delight is in the law of
the Lord … Whatever he does prospers.”8 the psalmist said.

Poverty is an enemy. It is a blessing only to those who
embrace it, a curse to those who don’t.  Being poor and liv-
ing in poverty are not necessarily the same. A “poverty syn-
drome” afflicts the poor and the rich alike, and can pro-
duce an aversion to financial health.

Ralph had a contract on his desk that was the largest he
had ever been offered. He was a painting contractor and
was successful in a small way, but he knew if he signed the
contract it would necessitate hiring new help, buying new
equipment, and being forced to expand his business.

While trying to make up his mind as to what he should
do, he heard God’s Word one Sunday morning: “To him
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that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is
sin.”9 He knew the word was for him. If he knew to pros-
per and did not do it, it was sin. To refuse God’s favor is
to deny His prosperity.

Ralph realized that God gave him an opportunity to
enlarge his business, expand his influence, and enable
more money to flow into the work of the Lord. Not doing
it would be the sin of unbelief. He saw that if he did not
prosper when God wanted him to, he would be sinning
against God.

Centuries before Ralph’s day, God wanted Israel out of
Egypt to bring them into Canaan. God wanted Israel where
He could show them His favor, and prosper them in all
they did. His promise was to prosper them. After they
enjoyed their prosperity, God warned them not to think
they had gained it all by their own hands or efforts,
because it was His favor that gave them the wisdom and
strength to get wealth.

Refusal to prosper is one aspect of the “poverty syn-
drome.” It took everything Ralph had to accept the larger
contract, but he did it, did the job, and moved to a new level
of prosperity, faith and dependence on God as a result.

A man’s rejection of God’s desire to make his life better
in every way through Jesus Christ is unfair–to God’s grace,
to his family, his church, and community. Men who fail to
prosper through a sense of their own unworthiness do not
understand that if they are in Christ, and Christ is in them,
their identity with the worthiness of Christ makes them
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worthy. Jesus Christ is worthy of everything in heaven and
on earth. Identification with Him gives worthiness to a
man’s life. Everything we have from God is by faith in
Christ, and in His worthiness. Jesus makes worthy the
worst of us.

My family and I learned this lesson the hard way. None
of us will ever forget it. I went to buy a new car and felt
impressed to purchase a very comfortable car with which
my family could be content and satisfied. However, I decid-
ed against it because I didn’t consider myself worthy to
have such a nice car. I disobeyed God. He wanted me to
prosper and I considered myself unworthy of His goodness.

The small economy car I bought instead became a
“curse” to our family. It broke down constantly, was in the
repair shop more than on the road, every member of the
family had a wreck in it, the engine was replaced, also the
transmission, and most of the body of the car. Finally, after
three years of torment, and after all the payments were
made, I was sitting in a coffee shop when I saw a man who
used to work at the dealership where I took that car for
service. By that time I knew everyone there and they knew
me. The man greeted me and asked if I still owned the
“lemon.” We laughed and I told him it was parked right
out front. He then asked if I wanted to sell it because the
new car agency he was working for needed a “loaner,” and
they could use that car. I gave him the keys, told him to
mail me a check with the transfer of ownership papers,
called my daughter to come get me, and she and I rejoiced
at the top of our lungs all the way home. I was free!
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My family had been victimized by my “poverty atti-
tude.” I had confused “humility” with disobedience.

For so long churches taught against the evils of riches,
that to many believers poverty almost became synonymous
with godliness. That attitude permeated every area of life
so that the blessings of God were not even sought nor
appreciated by the very ones for whom God paid the ulti-
mate price to provide them. The result was that God’s own
children did not have even the necessities of life, much less
the funds to preach the Gospel in all the world.

It is not wrong to be rich, it is only wrong to trust in
riches, to think you have the power to get them apart from
God’s favor, to use them only for self, lust after them, seek
them through “get-rich-quick” schemes, desire them
immorally, or to obtain or use them illegally. Riches are not
wrong. It is what they do to us that is wrong. Riches with
righteousness can be a blessing.

The deceitfulness of riches comes when you think you
have enough, but it never is, and you need still more. There
is never any contentment. Contentment is necessary
because it eliminates monetary deception.

Vertigo is a deadly problem for airline pilots. It is decep-
tion in direction when flying in clouds or dense fog without
instruments, making pilots think they are flying straight on
course while heading straight for the ground. A spiritual
and financial vertigo also occurs in people’s lives when they
fall into deception. Thinking they are upward bound, they
are actually spiraling headfirst toward catastrophe.
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Harold was a business genius. Everything he touched in
his business prospered. When more money was needed he
instituted a “development program” through which people
could invest in his business. Although there was a limit
established by government authorities as to how much
could be received from such a program, when that limit
was reached, Harold did not stop soliciting or receiving
funds in obedience to the law, but continued contrary to it.
He was deceived into thinking that he could disobey the
law and still maintain the business. He was wrong.
Eventually he was forced out of his business, it was taken
over by others, and Harold never recovered. He died igno-
miniously instead of gloriously.

Financial vertigo.
Phil’s problems differed. He was deceived by his own

greed. While guiding a thriving national business, he was
contacted by a mysterious person who promised him a for-
tune. Believing the promise was real, and refusing friends’
counsel to be careful, Phil began to plan, purchase, and
“invest” the riches he was assured were coming, but which
were not yet his. Instead of continuing with the fiscal
responsibility that had made him successful in the past, he
succumbed to a “get-rich-quick” fraud and in the end he
lost everything.

The pattern for failure is: 
Deception Dislocation
Distraction Destruction

When money is not loved, but is used for purposes that
are good, right and holy, then money can be good, right
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and holy. This is why monetary offerings made to the Lord
can be consecrated as holy to Him.

The pattern for increase is: 
Identification Investment
Involvement Increase

It’s a basic pattern in life. Department stores use this
pattern to produce profits. They advertise so you will iden-
tify with their products, then enter the store for involve-
ment in looking at the merchandise. When you invest
through a purchase, they gain the increase.

The same pattern applies to home. When you identify
with your son by going to his baseball game, and as a result
you become involved in each other’s lives, you actually
make an investment in your relationship. The end result is
an increase in family solidarity.

Successful salesmen are those who are identified with
their company, involved in marketing the product, making
an investment of time and energy in it, and as a result, have
personal increase from it.

Don’t be a slave. Make money your servant. Money is
for serving. Money is to be our servant; we are not to serve
money. Being a servant to money is a bondage to any man.

Be the master of your finances, not the servant.
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Giving and
Receiving

From the time Jim married, his wife handled the check-
book, paid the bills, and tried to balance the budget. When
the checkbook would not balance anymore, she got a job
in an effort to make up the difference. During the period of
months after she went to work, they paid their bills, and
even began a savings account. They were both thrilled.

But her motivation to work was partly from fear. When
she spent even five dollars more than what he considered
necessary for groceries, he found fault with her. His
“humorous” gibe was, “You keep the books in line, and I’ll
keep you in line.”

Then one bright and brilliant spring Saturday, Jim came
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home driving a new pickup, with a trailer behind it and a
boat on the trailer. When his wife went out to see what he
was so excited about, she asked whose it all was. 

“Ours,” he confessed with pride.
She knew this unilateral decision–made without con-

sulting her–would throw their checkbook out of balance
again. And she also knew whose fault it would be.

Jim came home from work on Monday and found a note
informing him that his wife and children were gone, and
would not return. He was furious. He blamed her for every-
thing, never once thinking of the hurt that led to her decision.

Jim was foolish. He said he had faith in God, but never
acted as if he had faith in his wife. Love for God is evi-
denced by love for others. Faith in God is often exhibited
by faith in others. At heart Jim was a very selfish person. 

Nabal, from Scripture, was a fool. Nabal’s flocks and
herds were protected by David. But when David sent for an
offering, Nabal was incensed, denied that he knew David,
and refused the request. Nabal’s wife, Abigail, knew of
David and what he had done to protect them and their pos-
sessions. So when she heard of her husband’s refusal to send
an offering, she prepared it herself and took it to David. 

Hers was a righteous act, done in faith, with great
gratitude. When Nabal learned what had been done, his
heart turned to stone and days later he died. David mar-
ried Abigail.

The “Nabals” of this world are men who refuse to tithe,
claiming they don’t know God, that what they have has
come because of their own efforts and not because of any-
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thing God has done for them. Women married to such
men–who must make up the family tithe from whatever
money they have because of their husband’s selfish, self-cen-
tered attitude toward God–are the “Abigails” of this world.

Unlike Nabal, these men have not lied, but their cars,
jobs and businesses have. During their distresses, they go
right on rejecting the truth that their arrogant and unbe-
lieving attitude caused their problems.

Tithing is necessary, whether you believe it or not,
because it is only for those who tithe that God promises to
rebuke the devourer.

God will be debtor to no man. Men cannot outgive
God. Giving to God without His giving more in return
would essentially make God a debtor to the giver. That
can’t be done. Of course, God doesn’t always give back the
way men do.

When you are tithing and obeying Him, God will give
health so doctors’ bills don’t devour your income. He will
give you favor in buying a car so that it is not a “lemon”
that devours your income on repairs, or keeps you con-
stantly in debt until your debt devours you. God’s favor
enables you to come through difficult times in marriage so
there is no divorce, and no alimony or child support to
devour your income. I have listened to men complain
about these very things, never acknowledging that their
refusal to put God first in their lives is the very cause of
their ills. Others have thanked God for His bountiful bless-
ings, and their delight in the Lord is revealed in their gen-
erosity toward His ministry.

Tithing a portion to God from what He has provided
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for you is basic to financial health. Tithing is an open, vis-
ible, external evidence of dependence on, and faith in, God.
In the school of faith, tithing is the first grade.

Faith in God has two visible, physical evidences. One is
the healing of the body, and the other is the use of money.

We know that Jesus went often to the temple to wor-
ship and, while there, would oftentimes sit over against the
treasury and watch how people cast in their money. It was
there that He commended a widow who threw in only two
mites, saying she had given more than all the others
because she had cast in “all that she had.”1

You can tell a man’s character better by his use of
money than by his way of worship.

Zacchaeus showed his faith by his willingness to take
the riches he had garnered through illegal and immoral
means and give them back to God by giving to the poor.
Scripture tells us that giving to the poor is the same as lend-
ing to the Lord. The physical evidence of the internal work
of faith in the life of Zacchaeus was shown by the use of
his money. 

Ananias and Sapphira were reserving something for
themselves in case of failure. Their unbelief and lack of
faith was shown in their use of money. Moral cowardice
was their undoing.

Moral cowardice caters to the carnal at the expense of
the holy.

Moral cowardice is a bane to manhood.
Covetousness is a curse to manhood.
Being Christlike in your manhood requires a generous
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spirit. Covetousness is a form of idolatry, because it is the
worship of self. In Proverbs we read, “The liberal soul
shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered
also himself.”2

Giving and receiving requires wisdom and strategy.
At one time Hank was extremely successful in business,

but for ten years he struggled. As a real estate broker, he
had experienced the favor of God upon his life and finan-
cially prospered above many of his peers. Then he made a
mistake that was to cost him dearly. Because of lack of wis-
dom, he made an error in the God-given strategy he had
been following. Hank was to learn what the scripture
means when it says, “For if you wander beyond the teach-
ing of Christ, you will leave God behind.”3

Believing that God wanted him to prosper, he had begun
to practice “seed-faith” giving. Each financial increase
enabled him to give even more “seed” from which to reap
his financial harvest. Enjoying the benefits of the blessings,
he began to travel, enjoy some very pleasurable outings, and
entertain his friends. He was generous with God, and gen-
erous with others, giving both time and money.

But, in his belief that all he had to do was exercise
“seed-faith” to find financial favor with God, Hank began
to allow his work habits to suffer. He skipped days at the
office, did not make sales calls when he should, no longer
felt the need to “pound the pavement,” knock on doors,
or make an effort to meet people. Eventually his attitude
and actions began to take their toll. Business fell off, and
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soon his income was failing. Hank couldn’t understand it.
He was still giving, still believing, but the money wasn’t
coming in.

Hank was guilty of dealing “with a slack hand.”4 He
had taken the truth of God’s Word, carried it too far, and
fallen into error. Error oftentimes is nothing but truth car-
ried to the extreme.

Magical thinking was Hank’s problem. He forgot to
work. “A lazy man is a brother to the saboteur,”5 the
proverb states. Hank sabotaged himself, but he learned his
lesson and is now working as he did before. He is still sow-
ing his “seed-gifts,” but he won’t make that mistake of
dealing “with a slack hand” again. He’s another grade
higher in the school of faith.

God always gives a strategy for victory. God’s wisdom
is the strategy. His glory is in the victory. Men pray for vic-
tory, and God gives a strategy.

Moses, Gideon, David, Elijah–all achieved great victo-
ries in their lives because God gave them the strategy nec-
essary to obtain it. God’s strategy for Gideon was not sim-
ply the use of pitchers and lanterns. It first involved total
agreement and unity among the troops under his com-
mand. That’s why He reduced the size of his armed force.
God knew that Gideon’s army would be stronger with 300
men all doing the same thing, than with 30,000 all doing
things differently. “Can two walk together, except they be
agreed?”6 is not just a prophetic pronouncement nor a
principle for marriage encounters, but it is also a principle
of the Kingdom that is applicable in the totality of life.

Agreement is always part of every successful strategy,
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whether divine or carnal. The Bible records that Israel
came out of Egypt “harnessed.”7 They were in unity. Such
agreement is basic in successful marriages, businesses,
managing money and raising children. Agreement will
always be part of the strategy God gives you.

God’s promises are conditional; His love is uncondi-
tional. God loves us whether we meet His conditions or
not. If we do not meet His conditions through faith, we
cannot obtain His promises. Whether we are rich or poor,
have or have not, has nothing to do with God’s love, but
with the condition of our faith.

God gave King David the promise of the throne in
Israel, but David had to fight to obtain the fulfillment of
the promise. There was a strategy given, a fight fought, and
a victory won. David ascended to the throne.

To expect victory without being willing to fight is fool-
ishness. The struggle for your financial health may lead to
problems and difficulties, reverses and hardships, but God
will give the wisdom and the strategy to win over all your
enemies as you seek Him and obey Him.

Ask God for your own strategy for financial health.
Discover a place of agreement instead of making selfish,
unilateral decisions. Start giving of yourself and let your
spirit be enlarged.

God is generous. God lavishes His grace on sinners. He
gives great glory to His saints. His forgiveness is as bound-
less as His love. Great grace is given to His Church. “It is
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”8

You don’t have to convince God to give you what He has
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already said is His good pleasure to give.
Be God-like. Be generous. Be holy.
Be generous in spirit. Be forgiving.
Be generous with God, with your family, with others.

150

Communication, Sex & Money

CSM DRAFT.V3b  12/15/06  4:00 PM  Page 150



Debt of Love
An old saying claims “we get too soon old and too late

smart.”
Wisdom is the principal need in our lives. The Bible

teaches that, along with wisdom, we are to get under-
standing. Wisdom is the right use of knowledge.
Understanding is just applied, anointed common sense.

Wisdom gives long good life, riches, honor, pleasure and
peace. Wisdom provides for every need in a man’s life.
Wisdom, not money, is man’s basic need. You can have
money, but to be without wisdom in its use is to be in constant
need–never able to come to the place of financial stability.
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The lack of knowledge in the right use of money has
killed more than one marriage, and crippled thousands.
Bad communication and bad sex, which derive from bad
financial habits, make for a bad marriage.

A man who sees things that he desires, and has a lust
for them, develops a love for the money he could use to
acquire them. He is guilty of the “lust of the eyes.”1 Men
lust for things, and as a result lust for money–really they
love money.

Only three basic sins are known to man: The lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. Jesus went
to the “mount of temptation” and was tempted by the
devil for forty days. He was tested in these three areas.

1. The devil offered Jesus a piece of bread, which is 
the temptation of the lust of the flesh. 

2. Satan told Jesus to prove that He was the Son of 
God by casting Himself down from the pinnacle 
of the temple and having the angels bear Him up. 
This was the temptation of the pride of life.

3. The Tempter told Jesus that he would give Him all
the kingdoms of the world if only He would bow 
down and worship him. This was the temptation 
of the lust of the eyes. 

Jesus withstood all three tests. After Jesus overcame
these temptations, He came down the mountain and
launched into His ministry. All the temptations men face
today are a result of one of these three basic sins. And
much of the problem men have with money stems from the
lust of the eyes–a desire to possess. Every man will be test-
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ed in all three areas–no exception. The example of our own
Lord is the proof.

The moneymonger becomes the slave to his greed just
as the pornography addict is captive to his lusts. The miser,
the one who hoards money, is held captive by it, as is the
spendthrift who wastes it. Then there’s the debtor. Men
who place themselves so heavily in debt that they cannot
take a day off, enjoy life, or meet the needs of their family
are the servants of money. Not free to live as they desire,
they are slaves to their debt. Instead of getting out of debt
through a God-given strategy, they get impatient and
caught up with the lust of the eyes in wanting some new
thing, and run up the bills again.

Unlike God, some men delight to put you in debt.
Usury is a sin, and lending institutions that encourage bor-
rowing at ultra-high interest rates are engaging in it.
Governments try to control usury, but they cannot control
human greed. Bankers, credit card operators, or others
who make their living from the interest paid on money by
those in debt are always thinking of ways to increase debt. 

Stress from debt payments afflicts entire nations. It is
not uncommon for debt-ridden countries to declare a
moratorium on interest payments to international banks.
On the verge of bankruptcy just from the interest payments
on its notes, entire nations suffer. Banks that encourage
such debt incur heavy losses, themselves verging on bank-
ruptcy, which in turn would trigger a chain reaction of
financial devastation worldwide.

Stress for the individual or couple, heavy in debt from
borrowing, translates into every area of life. It affects and
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afflicts everyone. Too many men pay too high a price in the
strain on their minds, bodies, marriages, families, and
friends because of their debt load. For them, God has a word
of instruction: “Owe no man any thing, but … love …”2

Get out of debt.
We live in a “credit card” society. Spend now, pay later.

Instant gratification is the rule of the day. God does not
want His men enslaved by unpaid debts, so wrapped up
with tomorrows that they are irresponsive to the Word of
the Lord in their todays. They live their lives to pay their
debts. That’s slavery, not freedom.

Your life is worth too much to spend it for debt pay-
ments. You were born free, and God wants you to live free,
a debtor to no man, except the debt of love. It is impossi-
ble truly to love a person you inwardly resent because you
owe him money. Quit using credit cards for purchases
when you know there will be no money to pay for them!

Worry is borrowing against tomorrow.
So is debt.
Pay your bills when they come due. When payments

cannot be made, which might on occasion happen, com-
municate with those you owe. Failure to communicate cre-
ates fear–and fear will always cause a negative reaction.
Avoid the negative by taking a positive action.
Communicate. Overcoming your fear will overcome theirs.

Inadequate records make for inadequate communica-
tion. Poor records are unreliable messengers. Keep ade-
quate records.

To live content and happy, live within your means. God
has promised to provide food, clothing and shelter to those
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who love and serve Him. Beyond that, it is a matter of indi-
vidual desire and faith as to what you will have. If you are
content with just these three bare essentials, that’s fine, live
that way. But if you desire more, more can be created from
your desires.

Love is easily satisfied. Lust is insatiable. So is hell.
“Godliness with contentment is great gain”3 is not just a
statement in the Bible, but a principle of life. Discontentment
is generally caused by lust. But men who love what they are
doing are easily satisfied.

“If you love Me, keep My commandments,”4 Jesus told
us. Obedience is the evidence of love. Too often disobedi-
ence is caused by lack of knowledge. We perish from lack
of knowledge. We must learn, and apply what we learn.
Disobedience puts us outside God’s protective custody.
Obedience is God’s only method of protection of our lives.

When you obey God, you trust Him for tomorrow. Our
tomorrows are taken care of by today’s obedience. 

As a practical reminder of the principles of handling
money, here is a list:

1. God is your Source.
2. Seek God first in everything.
3. Decisions require responsibility. Decisions cannot

be unilateral in marriage.
4. Tithing is a basic visible evidence of faith.
5. Get out of debt.
6. Start where you are with what you have.
7. Live within your means.

155

Debt of Love

CSM DRAFT.V3b  12/15/06  4:00 PM  Page 155



8. To obey God today is to trust Him for tomorrow.
9. Keep adequate records.

10. Be generous with God–and with others.
Financial health does not depend on how much you

make but on how much you save. And how much you save
depends on how much you spend.

One man told me he had solved his debt crisis and been
freed from the bondage of money by performing “plastic
surgery” on his wife–he cut off her credit cards. You and
your wife must be in agreement. Once you agree to get out
of debt or become tithers, to have victory over your finan-
cial crisis or be better stewards, then you release the power
of God to work in your lives. A man who tries this unilat-
erally is going to have a difficult time. If his wife absolute-
ly will not come into a place of agreement, he needs to take
that situation to the Lord until she does. Budgets are good
only if a couple abides by them. A budget not kept is no
budget at all.

God is a God of specificity. Be specific in all you do.
Be wise.
Live within your means.
Get out of debt.
Owe love and nothing more.
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The Principles of
Investing

“Use it or lose it.”
Those aren’t exactly our Lord Jesus Christ’s words in

His investment principles from the “Parable of the
Pounds,” but it is the essence of the “Law of Increase and
Decline,” which He taught. Jesus taught about a man who,
before leaving on a trip, gave his servants each a pound.
When he returned, the first servant had invested and made
a ten-fold profit, the second had made a five-fold increase,
but the third had hidden the one pound he had received.
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The first and second servants were commended by their
master, but he scolded the third servant for being too timid
even to place his pound in a bank where he may have
earned some interest on it.

The principle is: By use you possess and gain, by disuse
you decline and lose.

A man with an eighteen-inch bicep who is able to lift a
one-hundred-pound barbell single-handed, would be fool-
ish to put his arm in a sling and not use it for fear of hurt-
ing it through exercise. To keep his strength, he must exer-
cise his muscles. By doing so, he will not only keep what he
has, but increase it.

To gain energy, you must give energy. Only a fool
thinks the way to retain or gain energy is by resting to con-
serve what he has. An enervation will take place through
rest, while the man constantly putting himself to test by
exercising will become more and more energetic 

The proper use of money is to prosper by its use. It’s the
same with time and talent. The principle of the parable is
that hoarding causes loss, while investing allows you to keep
what you have, and gain more through its use. The business
world says it this way, “It takes money to make money.”

In desiring to invest, save, or own a business, many
people want to start “big,” “at the top,” not realizing that
giant oak trees come from small acorns. “Despise not the
day of small beginnings” is a biblical principle. You cannot
invest thousands before investing just one, or make mil-
lions of dollars until you have made the first dollar. It’s the
first one that counts, all others will follow. Investing and
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forgiving both have the same principle–start where you are
with what you have.

Every man wants to invest something that will cause
him to gain. Every man has three things to invest: time, tal-
ent and treasure. When you think of investments, do not
limit your thinking to the investments of your money in
stocks, real estate, or a new business. Every day of your life
you invest twenty-four God-given hours in something, or
some things. Every time you use your talent, either as an
accountant, a trained soldier, a pilot, or any other occupa-
tion, you are investing that talent.

Here are some guidelines for investing:

1. You invest in people.
A company is only as good as the personnel who man-

age or control it.
My son, Paul, called me one day asking advice con-

cerning an investment he was contemplating. He informed
me that some very important people were investors in the
company. He named some of the musical artists, pastors,
influential businessmen, and others who were investing in
the enterprise.

“Who owns the company, who is the president, and
who is going to run it?” I asked.

“I don’t know. Why?” he asked.
“You don’t invest in investors, you invest in the corpo-

rate officers,” I explained. “A company, business, govern-
ment, or ministry is only as good as the character of the
men controlling it.”
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Paul did not know who the officers of the corporation
were, or who they had chosen as the Chief Executive
Officer, so my advice to him was to keep his money.

The newspaper this very day carried the story of a
company founded by a minister who is alleged to have
lost $12,000,000 of the investors’ money. Many of these
people had based their decision to invest in the company
on the names of the other investors. One man was deso-
late because he had lost his entire life’s savings. Tragic,
but common.

Con-artists obtain their reputation vicariously through
association with men of good character. They use people to
influence people. Devoid of integrity themselves, they cover
their chicanery with the aura of honesty derived from
acquaintance with men of real worth.

Just because a man calls himself a “brother,” does not
mean that he has the character or ability in which you want
to invest. “You are not to keep company with anyone who
claims to be a brother Christian but … is a swindler … Don’t
even eat lunch with such a person,”1 is the scriptural
injunction. Avoid such a person. He has a rapacious char-
acter. A swindler in church is still a swindler. Saintly sinners
are still sinners.

When you invest, remember you are investing in the
character of the company, which is derived from the char-
acter of those managing it.

2. Before investing, investigate.
Integrity is the essence of character–faithfulness is

the cornerstone.
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“Only a simpleton believes what he is told! A prudent
man checks to see where he is going,”2 the proverb states.

Your peace of mind and heart is the best evidence that
what you are doing is right. Peace is the umpire for doing
the will of God.3

Integrity is needed by both parties in an investment.
Randy sold everything he had to buy an interest in an

automobile firm with a man he had come to know through
association in church activities. Six years later, Randy left
town after having lost everything. He came to see me after
he had moved away to escape from the place of his tragedy
and trauma. We sat on the jetty overlooking the harbor
near where I live, and he told me what had happened.
When he finished, I asked him when he knew he was in
trouble and would lose it all.

“I realized it when we made the deal,” he said. “At the
very moment we shook hands in the living room of my
home, I knew it was wrong.”

“Why under God’s heaven did you go through with it?”
I asked.

“Because I didn’t want to face the fact that it was
wrong. I was too embarrassed to admit that I had made a
mistake,” he confessed.

“You mean, Randy, that you went ahead and lost
everything just because of your pride?”

He nodded. He hadn’t been honest with himself. He
hadn’t finished his investigation by looking into his own
spirit to see if there was peace there. An internal witness is
always better than an external circumstance.
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Fortuitous circumstance can be blown away with any
passing wind, but the peace the Lord gives is an anchor to
the soul.

Investigate, then let the peace of God be your umpire
for doing His will in your life.

3. Risk, don’t gamble.
Everything in life has risk. You must take risks in what-

ever venture you undertake and every time you make a
decision. But risk is different from gambling. Gambling is
risking on chance.

“Wealth from gambling quickly disappears; wealth
from hard work grows,”4 we read in Proverbs.

One world-famous gambler wrote in his autobiography
why he believes he is successful while most other gamblers
die penniless: “When I’m hot, I’m hot,” he wrote. “When
I’m not, I quit!”

There is a season to everything under the sun. There is
seedtime and harvest, and the season can’t be changed.
Seedtime never follows harvest, any more than spring fol-
lows summer.

There are seasons in life also. Seasons to sow, seasons
to reap. Only a fool will try to harvest in springtime.
Knowing the seasons in life–when the time has come to
sow by investing, or to wait–is vital to being able to reap
the increase.

God’s Word tells us to “be instant in season, out of sea-
son …”5 meaning that constancy is one of the virtues of
manhood. Our constancy in our relationship with the Lord
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will cause us to recognize our seasons of sowing, waiting
or reaping, and keep us from regarding a gamble as a risk.

A wise man respects the seasons of his life and refuses
to invest when “out of season” on a gamble.

4. It must be in writing.
Misunderstanding is the tool of the devil. Impatience is

the tool of the flesh. 
Friends can become enemies through misunderstand-

ing. In our ministry offices we have a saying, “If it isn’t in
writing, it doesn’t exist.” People miss God’s best through
impatience, and lose God’s best through misunderstanding.

Trust is the basis of friendship, but a poor memory
undermines trust. The way the Bible teaches it, “reliable
communication permits progress.”6 You never invest in
anything that is not spelled out on paper and signed–a reli-
able communication.

Bill and Larry are friends of mine who have been best
friends with each other for over thirty-five years. For all
their years of friendship, they have been business partners.
Both of them are men of integrity and true Christian char-
acter. The remarkable thing about them is that in all those
years, they have never had a misunderstanding.

In all their dealings, both personally and financially,
they have had their agreements put in writing. Unless it
was in writing, they never ventured into any investment,
purchase, or sale.

Even when they borrowed money personally from their
own company, they each agreed to it, then signed the terms
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of their agreement. Whenever there was a question about
any transaction or agreement, it was a simple matter to
refer to the contract made, and the difference in opinion
was reconciled and the matter was settled. Their written
agreements never detracted from their trust in each other
as friends, but allowed them to transcend poor memories
and misunderstandings to have a harmonious relationship
through the years.

God’s Kingdom rests on covenants, Satan’s kingdom
thrives on misunderstandings. Leaving room for misunder-
standing is leaving room for the devil. Understanding–like
agreement–produces power. Misunderstanding–like dis-
agreement–results in powerlessness.

God put His Word and His agreement with us in writ-
ing. Learn to put yours in writing as well. Never leave
room for misunderstanding. Write it down.

5. Don’t live with death.
If you lose an investment, bury it. Men who have failed

and refuse to try again live with death. Bury it.
Some years ago, my wife and I knew a lovely lady who

lost her husband when he suffered a heart attack and died.
She loved him so much, had been married to him so long,
and grieved over him so deeply, that she left everything of
his exactly the way it was the day he died, right down to
the toiletries in the bathroom. She was living with death. 

As a result of living with death, she lost friends, her job,
and her health. One morning while reading her Bible, she
was struck by these words spoken by the Lord: “Moses my
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servant is dead; now therefore arise …”7 She knew this was
a word for her. She gave away everything that had belonged
to her husband, sold their house, and moved to another
town. There she obtained a new job and made a whole new
life for herself. Her health improved. She was alive. She
made an investment in life and began to live again.

Learn to live. Bury your past failures, not the talents
you still have. 

Admit your loss. Learn from it. Then go on to better
things. Don’t carry past mistakes like a dead carcass. The
Apostle Paul wrote, “O wretched man that I am! Who
shall deliver me from the body of this death?”8 In Paul’s
day, the customary punishment for a person convicted of
murder was to be chained to the body of the individual he
had killed. Everywhere the guilty person went, he would
drag with him the dead carcass of his victim. Eventually he
would die from the weight of his burden.

Here, Paul was referring to his past life before he came
to know Christ. He was crying for deliverance from the
weight of his sins. When he received release from the Lord
for his guilt, he wrote, “I thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord …”9 Our answer for our past sins is the same.

Jesus came to give us life, and to give it more abun-
dantly. You don’t need to live with death.

6. Invest in producers.
In His “Parable of the Pounds,” Jesus teaches another

very important truth: The man who does the least talks
the most.
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Doers don’t waste time or cover their deeds with con-
versation.

Invest your time with men who inspire.
Invest your money with men who produce.
Invest your talent with men who create.
“Iron sharpens iron …”10 is the biblical principle for

surrounding yourself with those whose sharpness of mind
and character will sharpen your own.

Don’t be fooled by men who talk. Invest in men
who produce.

7. Shadows are fiercer than reality.
When I was a young boy living in Los Angeles, my

mother would sometimes ask me to go to the store in the
evening after dark. I always walked in the middle of the
street to avoid the shadows the trees made. The shadows
looked fiercely dangerous. I avoided them at all cost.

As adults, the shadows are what we think others are
thinking, and what we think others will do. We avoid con-
frontation for fear of what will happen. The shadows are
always fiercer than reality.

You need the light from God’s Word shed on your path
to free you from the shadows. Don’t avoid reality by being
afraid of shadows.

Fear was the result of guilt in the life of Adam in the
Garden of Eden. That relationship still exists. “Perfect love
casteth out fear …”11 because perfect love has no guilt.

Men who borrow and don’t repay suffer from guilt.
Men who promise God and do not keep their commitment
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suffer guilt. Men avoid those toward whom they feel guilty,
whether man or God. Society is full of men who at one
time were classified as “Christians,” who still profess faith,
but who have long since dropped all pretense of church
attendance. The guilt from promises to God not kept rup-
tured their relationship both with God and the Church. 

Guilt casts the biggest shadow. Guilt is a killer.
When a person borrows money from you, your loan

to him is an investment in him. If the debt remains
unpaid, every time you see that man you will remember
what is owed. He will be guilty of a failure to repay, but
you will be the one who constantly thinks of it–and in so
doing, you will be bearing his guilt. It will cast a shadow
on your relationship. 

The only way to be free from another person’s guilt is
to forgive him. The release through forgiveness frees you
from his guilt. Why carry someone else’s guilt in your life?

Forgive and live free. Get rid of the shadows. They are
fiercer than reality. Seek God’s view of what is happening
because it is truth and reality.

8. Funds come from friends.
“Never abandon a friend–either yours or your father’s.

Then you won’t need to go to a distant relative for help in
your time of need,”12 the Bible instructs.

When in St. Louis, at a luncheon of businessmen, I was
teaching this principle and told those in attendance that
they should be concerned about making friends, not
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clients. An electrical contractor came to me afterward to
express his appreciation for what was said.

“You know,” he began, “I couldn’t understand how my
business has held up during this recession when others are
having business problems. You just explained it to me.
Today I have a number of contractors who just call me and
tell me to come do their job, and they never ask me for a
bid. Over the years we have become friends, and that is
where my funds are coming from.”

Repeat business comes from those who feel friendly. An
investment to make a friend will pay greater dividends than
any company.

Jesus concluded the parable of the unjust steward with
this principle. “And I tell you, make friends for yourselves
by means of unrighteous mammon [that is, deceitful rich-
es, money, possessions], so that when it fails, they [those
you have favored] may receive and welcome you into the
everlasting habitations (dwellings).”13 This steward knew
that if he could make enough friends before he was forced
to leave his job, he would be able to make money again in
a different position.

The host of a nationally syndicated television talk show
was startled when I corrected him about how his financial
dilemma was solved. He said the funds bailed him out. But
in reality, he had made friends of his viewers so that, when
difficulties arose, he was successful in his “friend-raising,”
not his “fund-raising.”

168

Communication, Sex & Money

CSM DRAFT.V3b  12/15/06  4:00 PM  Page 168



Lack of friends causes lack of funds, and lack of funds
can part the best of friends. Making friends of clients and
customers, by serving them, will ensure that you have funds.

Servicing clients builds businesses.
Servicing congregations builds churches.
Servicing family members builds relationships.

9. Invest your life for your greatest good.
Any investment you make is always an investment of

yourself.
Investing time is investing yourself.
Investing talent is investing yourself.
Investing your money is investing yourself.
In return for giving your life at your work, you receive

money. What you do with your money reveals what you do
with your life. Your money represents your life.

Where you invest your money shows where your life is
invested.

Men without an investment in eternity don’t tithe to the
Lord or His Church. How much of a man’s life is invested
in the Kingdom of God is revealed by his investment in the
offering plate. He who loves little, gives little. He who
loves much, gives much.

The more time you give God, the more time you have
for yourself. The more you give of yourself, the more you
have to give. Your life is in your giving.

That’s true in marriage. The more you give–the more
you get.

You know how much Christ loves by how much He
gave of Himself. He gave us His all. By His giving all, you
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know He is completely trustworthy. You can invest your
whole life in Him and know the investment will reap divi-
dends from now throughout eternity.

Invest in such a way that you will receive the increase
in your relationship with your wife, children, church, job,
and community. Don’t invest in what will make someone
else rich, or provide a good reputation for someone you
don’t know. Invest in what you know is good and right in
your own life, in your own sphere of understanding.

The more you give, the more you get.
Investing your own life will always be your greatest

investment.
Investing in the Kingdom of God is the wisest invest-

ment you will ever make.

10. Don’t Quit!
Never, never, never, never, never, never, never, never,

quit!
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CONCLUSION
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But the greatest of 
these is love

“I love you.”
Words are power, and these are the most powerful

words in the human vocabulary. Nothing can compare
with the power of these words spoken from the heart. They
can change the fate of nations, or the destiny of man.

Love can make a king abdicate his throne, a pauper
become a prince, a woman surrender her virtue, a boy do
handstands, or a man work from sunup to sundown.

Nothing is as strong as love is.
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Love is not a soft, tender little something that must be
wrapped in tissue, laid on the shelf of the heart and only
taken out occasionally to be admired.

Love works in overalls, jeans, cut-offs, and silk hats. It
walks in boots, sandals, Johnston-Murphy shoes, and it
can go barefoot.

Nothing can compare with love.
Yet, human love is but a shadow of God’s love.
God is love. He is without peer. He is without comparison.
Bigger than any universe, richer than any mineral,

warmer than any sun, God’s love is greater than all.
To know God’s love experientially through the reality

of Jesus Christ is to know the joy of heaven. Not to know
it is to know the grief of hell. Where there is no love, there
is neither grace nor mercy. That’s hell.

God’s Spirit sheds His love abroad in our hearts
through our repenting of our sins, having faith in Christ,
and believing completely in Him. By God’s love we are a
new man. In His love we have newness of life. Through His
love, we love.

Nothing can separate us from the love of God when it
is lived in us by the presence of God through the Person of
His Spirit. We are umbilically tied to heaven. We are unit-
ed in spirit.

Once we become one with God in Christ, He lives in us
and we abide in Him. Our identification with Him is in
answer to our Lord’s prayer that the “world may know
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them.”1 Jesus
Himself admitted that when we are in Him, and He abides
in us, the Father loves us as much as He loves Christ.
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First love is the only kind of love God knows. He has
no second, third, fourth or other love. Because He loves us
with first love, He requires of us first love as well. When
we are not producing fruits in our lives that are His fruits,
resulting from our obedience to Him, which is the evidence
of our love, He commands us to return to our first love,
and we MUST regain it.

Thank God we never lose His love. He said so. He said
that we have left it, not lost it, therefore it can be regained.
It is like joy. The “joy of the Lord is our strength.”2 But
when, through a besetting sin, that joy is blotted out by
guilt, condemnation, depression or the results of the trans-
gression–we haven’t lost our salvation, only the joy of it.
After sinning with Bathsheba, David cried unto his God,
“Restore unto me the joy of THY salvation.”3 He knew it
was the Lord’s salvation and His free gift. And, he knew
that only the joy was gone from his salvation.

With restoration after repentance came the love, and
with it the joy. Many think that when they have lost their
joy, they have lost the strength of their salvation when the
joy is gone, and when the joy returns so does their strength.
The way it returns is through true repentance, which leads
to restoration.

First love, with that reverential awe that constantly
rejoices in the miracle of redeeming grace, makes the truth
of salvation always fresh, alive and present.

God’s love is first love, and it is also tough love.
God can be denied, mocked, ridiculed, slandered, lied

about, ignored, or told He is dead, but His love remains
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constant and unchanging. No wonder His Word states that
if He loved us enough when we were His enemies to offer
up a sacrifice for our sins, now that we are part of the fam-
ily how much more will He freely give us all things.

We don’t have to convince God to give us anything. It
is His good pleasure to give us the Kingdom. “No good
thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.”4

God desires to give us everything we need, and we are to
believe Him to supply all our needs. He delights in our
faith and trust in Him.

Tough love is not hard, crass, cruel, heartless, demand-
ing or mean. God’s love is unconditional, but His promises
are conditional. Tough love is setting the boundaries for us
to live within for our own good. Tough love is truth in love.

Satan lied about God. He told Eve that God had set the
boundary in the garden so that she and Adam would not
be able to enjoy themselves to the full. He lied. That lie
lives today in the hearts of everyone who thinks that godly
restraint comes from a God Who is only trying to keep
them from having a good time. Wrong.

God’s boundaries are an evidence of the tough love that
calls for peace, order and concern for those loved. White
lines down the middle of the highway are not evidence that
somebody at the highway department hates you. They are
placed there as a boundary to keep motorists from hurt
and harm through accidents. Without such restraint, there
would be only chaos, confusion, and evil work from an
unbridled license to drive.
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So God in love gives us our guidelines. Then in com-
passionate concern He watches over us to make sure we
obey them to our blessing. Not to obey brings a curse. God
wants our blessing, prosperity, peace and His desire is to
bring each of us to greatness.

“Others may, you cannot,” God tells those who desire
His greatness and excellence in their lives. You may on
occasion chafe at the Holy Spirit’s restraint in your life,
keeping you from doing something that you see others
doing with seeming impunity. But the restraint is there
because God desires to give you more.

Mediocre men settle for good, which is the enemy of
best. Mediocre men could have more, but they settle for
less. God desires to give us more, to make us into the image
of His own Son, and to make our manhood truly synony-
mous with Christlikeness.

When God works to perfect us by trying us with fire,
burning away the impurities and bringing us through with
greater strength than ever before, that is tough love in action. 

God’s conviction of sin in our lives is not for our hurt,
but for our good. He reveals our sin to us so that we can
confess it out of our lives, and so He can reveal more of
Himself to us. It is really an act of love on His part. His
desire for intimacy in relationship with us is His motive for
our conviction.

A cherished brother was found to have been engaging
in adultery while still pastoring his church. His comment to
friends after losing his pastorate, and almost his family, “I
know God still loves me.” Like David, in knowing God’s
love, he was able to press on to tomorrow. God loves even
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the most wicked and vile of sinners. God’s love is sure.
That brother failed to keep the conditions of promise, and
he lost much because of it. But he recognized that God’s
love for him was and is unconditional. God’s conditions for
His promises are simple: “Pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted
from the world.”5

God’s love centers in His will. It is His will to give. It is
our will to give back, and also to receive the gift freely
given. Receiving is as important as believing.

When we please God, we are actually working for our
own highest good. Not by striving for our own good in self-
ishness do we obtain it, but in surrendering in obedience
selflessly to God our good comes. David said that God’s
blessings overtook him as he walked in obedience to God.

Love centers in the will.
Love is a constant.
Love has three evidences: selflessness, the desire for

unity, and the desire to benefit the one loved. These are
absolutes. We can rest our lives on them. 

God never stops working for my highest good. God
wills my good. And yours. And the good of others. It is His
nature. God is love.

Christianity is not a religion, but a relationship. That is
why so many people miss it. They practice some teachings
religiously, but without relationship. Love cannot exist
without relationship. It can only be manifested when there
is an object to be loved. Relationship is personal. That is
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why salvation is personal. Nothing impersonal can ever
truly satisfy. Men who try to be satisfied with riches are
deceived because riches can never satisfy completely. There
is never enough. Creeds, philosophic forms or religious cer-
emonies can never save a soul. Salvation must be personal.
Only a personal Savior can satisfy the soul.

Jesus is a personal Savior Who loves us with a person-
al love. All that we ever need, desire or want can be found
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and He always satisfies fully.
People who have come to know the Lord personally have
been immersed into His Body through faith by the Spirit.
They have the revelation of truth flowing from the Word of
God into their lives. They are different from all others in
the world.

God does not love us because we are good or better
than anyone else. He loves us because God is love.

Some men are more intimidated by three little words
than by the fiercest battle, the strongest competitor, the
biggest hurdle or the longest marathon. They try to deny
them, ward them off, or regard them as unimportant.

There is nothing weak or wimpy about saying, “I
LOVE YOU.”

Those words need to be said–to God, to others–again and
again. Men who are truly men are not ashamed of the reali-
ty of true love, neither are they embarrassed to admit love or
to express it. They show it in word, gesture, and spirit.

Men who try to satisfy their wives with impersonal gifts
rather than through a personal loving relationship will
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always have trouble. Nothing impersonal can ever substi-
tute for personal love.

Nothing is stronger than love.
God is love. Nothing is stronger than God.
Hate, fear, and greed are three powerful motives in

human life, but there is one more powerful.
LOVE.
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DO IT!
When was the last time you took your wife away for a

weekend just to be together? No children. No job. No
nothing. Just the two of you. Talking, loving, sharing, just
being “one.”

In marriage, a sense of “oneness” is vital. Without it,
marriage can becomes a continual armed conflict. Worse, it
can end in divorce. Notice the price the man who wrote the
following letter ended up paying because he was just too
stubborn and hardheaded to change:

“I met her in New York in August, 1952. She was tall,
attractive, and well-dressed in a gray tailored suit that
showed off her beautiful legs. We talked of Los Angeles,
both of us having returned from there. She wrote down her
phone number on a cardboard coaster.
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“I called, we dated, I met her family, and in October,
1953, we married. Oh, how happy I was.

“It went along well for a number of years. Our love was
deep and wondrous. But I was unable to say that.
Something wouldn’t let me. I tried to show it in many ways.
Gifts, a desire to please in all ways, and lovemaking in
which I tried to let her know that all of me was hers. Still, I
couldn’t get out the words. I thought she understood that it
was difficult for me, and that my actions would suffice.

“In 1954, we moved to Los Angeles, still very much in
love, and were blessed with a daughter. Then, it started to
go wrong. We couldn’t seem to communicate, or agree. We
had our good times, our bad times, but always inside me
was that strong undying love that I didn’t express, but that
seemed to hold us together.

“In 1956, another daughter was born, and in 1959,
another. Yet we seemed to be coming apart. Why? How
could it happen? Why were two people so much in love
with each other, so much in need of one another, destroying
one another? I wish I’d known then what I know now.

“Years passed, each of us trying to hurt the other more,
each trying to top the other in retaliation. Yet, the love was
still there, trying to break through the wall each of us had
built as a defense mechanism around ourselves.

“Finally, it happened. In June 1983, she mentioned
divorce. Not really seriously, but only a thought, perhaps,
to open my eyes. At that, I decided to show her who was
boss, who was strongest, who needed who the most. I filed
for divorce.
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“She asked me many times to call it off, but my false
pride would not allow it. My stupid obstinacy, my great
machismo would not let me back down. I would look weak
and small in her eyes. After all, I was the strong one, the
tough one who couldn’t speak of love.

“I would go through with it. Life would be wonderful.
I would really live it up, have many dates, and never have
to say ‘I love you.’

“Well, the divorce is final. She’s in another city. There
is no more pride, no more stubbornness, no more macho,
and for me–no more happiness. I am devastated, lonely,
miserable. There are no fancy women, no good times, just
sadness to live with because I have thrown away the only
one in the world who means anything to me, the one who
made it all worthwhile. If she’d give me the chance once
more to say ‘I love you,’ I’d never stop telling her that.
After more than 30 years of having all that a man could ask
for, in my own foolishness I have thrown it away and
become a tired, beaten, unhappy, lonely old man. I guess
you could say I loved not wisely, and certainly not too well.

“I say, if you love each other, say it, time and time again.
Don’t lose what I did. Fight to save it. It’s worthwhile.”1

Amen!
Divorce is never the answer.
Neither is continual armed conflict. I say “armed” con-

flict because the husband and the wife each has a weapon
which they use to try to gain power or dominion over the
other. In any contest between men and women, men often
use money, while women often use sex. Many times this
recourse to weapons is the result of influence from the par-
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ents whose treatment of their offspring exercises a power
over them even after they have married and moved out on
their own.

Ray and Meredith are an example of such a couple. She
wrote me about their situation:

“My father-in-law was always the minister’s best
buddy. He dragged his ten-year-old son down the aisle by
the ear because he was ‘embarrassed’ that boy hadn’t made
a ‘decision.’ In his spare time, he jumped from job to job
and town to town, tended to use a ball bat on his kids
when he was upset, and literally terrorized his wife into a
breakdown. When my husband was in his teens, his moth-
er finally got a divorce. As the only child left at home, he
assumed responsibility for her.

“When we married, Ray was in his middle twenties,
and I was just over twenty-one. He was still supporting his
mother. I came from a mother-dominated family, and had
taken a job away from home just to get away. We were
both shy, insecure, emotional ‘basket-cases’–and we had
known each other only a short time before marrying. It
wasn’t long until we had serious problems.

“Ray was very deliberate, super-sensitive to criticism,
stubborn and very much under the influence of his pastor.
When we had a family decision to make, he would discuss
it with his pastor, then come home and tell me how it was
going to be. I was used to the women running the house-
hold, impulsive emotionally, quick at decisions, just as
stubborn, and not about to take orders.

“Ray had become a Christian and this pastor had
drummed ‘head of the household’ into him to the point
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where he supervised the amount of water for my shower,
and rearranged my kitchen cabinets. I thought that sub-
mission was only for women who weren’t smart enough to
learn their own way and stand up for themselves.

“I also made more than Ray, and bitterly resented turn-
ing over my check with no say in how it was spent. In two
years, we were on the verge of divorce. I think we were too
stubborn to admit defeat.

“Thanks to some timely Christian counseling, we stayed
together. Things limped along for several years, with Ray’s
outbursts of sarcasm alternating with days of sulks, and my
sobbing fits interspersed with equally stinging comments. I
felt that I couldn’t do anything to please him, and he
thought I was defying him, which made him push harder.

“We had children, bought a house–but still were miss-
ing the real closeness that we both wanted.

“Then when Ray told me one night he was going to one
of your meetings, Mr. Cole, I was unhappy, because I
thought it would be just one more thing that he wouldn’t
share with me. Thank God, I kept my mouth closed and
agreed to his going. He came home a different man.

“He told me he was sorry for hurting me–the first time
in seven years. He sat down and really talked to me. He
told me he was proud of me and grateful that I had quit
teaching to be a full-time mother. Suddenly it was easy to
‘submit.’ I knew that I could trust him, and I began look-
ing for ways to support him rather than fight him.

“We began talking and praying together about our big
and little decisions. We also began to pray for each other
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before he left for work. Today, we are one. We are still dif-
ferent personalities, but now we appreciate and compliment
each other rather than colliding and getting wounded.

“I am so proud of my husband. He has become an out-
standing leader and priest in our home, and he is a terrific
father to our children. His gentleness, love and support
brighten each day for me.”

The influence of both parents almost ruined Ray and
Meredith’s marriage. Ray used his authority with money to
hold power, and Meredith tried to use her sex. They were
both losers, destroying their marriage and family, until Ray
admitted he needed to change–and did something about it.
His change allowed Meredith to change.

When Ray began to communicate–talking with his
wife, showing by gesture that he meant what he said, and
proving it in his spirit with repentance and forgiveness–it
changed their lives.

Praying together produced an intimacy that had been
missing in their marriage relationship.

Some men wait too late to say, “I love you.” Some
never say it at all.

Some men wait too late to change. Some never do change.
If you want to save your marriage and your family,

don’t take a chance on waiting too late.
Today is the day. Now is the time.
Whatever you need to say, say it!
Whatever you need to do, do it!
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