N B |:|.'_ 1
LAYID En.{_I;r;uE_Pu‘?
B 1




Introduction

A successful life style is not measured by the quantity of
accumulated possession, neither is it measured by
popularity. Rather, it consists in the attainment of God’s
goals and purposes for one’s life. Everyone who is born of
God has a divine plan for his life, so says the Lord in
Jeremiah 29:11.:

For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, saith the
Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an
expected end.

The Living Bible renders it in this wonderful way:

For | know the plans I have for you, says the Lord. They
are plans for good and not for evil, to give you a future and
a hope.

God has plans for you. They have been there before you
were born again, waiting for you to step into the kingdom
and step into them. It is your duty to discover these plans
and step into your divine assignment. Discover your God-
given assignment, pursue it and you will have a ministry.

Ministry is neither a dream nor a trance. It is not a church
title or leadership position held in a local church. It is not
an organization or an association. It is a divine assignment
handed down to a person by God.



Everyone God called, He gave a task to perform. In fact,
the entire Bible is full of called-up people, who carried out
one special assignment or the other. For instance, He called
Moses to deliver Israel from Egypt. Joshua was called to
lead the people to Canaan. Gideon He called, to deliver His
people from the Midianites. He called David to be king and
Isaiah to be prophet, etc.

Ministry is stewardship — serving as a messenger, to
carry out the orders of your superior. Ministry is not an
idea, a feeling or a burden. It is carrying out a given task.
Also, it is harnessing divine resources to carry out divine
assignments committed into a man’s hand.

It is not limited to the pulpit or to preaching, as it were.
Rather, it covers every area of human need— social, moral,
spiritual, physical, mental, etc. Thus, wherever divine
intervention is needed for the gospel of the kingdom to be
enhanced, God always dispatches human agents to stand in
for Him and act on His behalf.

True, there are ministry gifts — apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers, but their principal
function is to perfect the saints for the work of the ministry.

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
Ephesians 4:11-12



Do not get trapped in the folly of comparing yourself with
others. Rather, discover your individuality and accept your
responsibility. Every member of the body of a lion is part
of the lion and carries the aroma of royalty around it. No
wonder Paul talks of our calling as "a high calling of God
in Christ Jesus."

All callings are equally high, each person determining the
height he attains. This is the purpose of this book — to help
you discover the step up the ladder, "for the prize of the
high calling™ of God upon your life.

We cannot all be in one office. If we are all preachers, who
will be the congregation? If we are all selling, who will do
the buying? Set yourself to discover your assignment and
be yourself in the pursuit of excellence.

However, for the purpose of clarity, in this book, our major
emphasis will be on the ministry of the pulpit. | believe
God that as you read, your eyes will be opened to see how
best to handle your own ministry, wherein you have been
called to serve in the kingdom.



Chapter 1

You’re Special!

A thought of mediocrity makes mediocres, while a thought
of greatness makes great men. The Word says:

For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he...
Proverbs 23:7

You are the way you see yourself. This is why the first step
up the ladder of excellence is for you to think excellence.
As you think in your heart, so are you. What you think in
your heart is what you will voice out.

...For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.
Matthew 12:34

The good news is that everyone born again is special to
God and must see himself as such.

It is time you began to see the honour and dignity attached
to the new man. You are not a biological accident. You are
a creature of destiny, a creature of great value. The
outstanding thing about treasures is the value attached to
them. This is what makes them special. God rates you as a
special treasure to Him.



...Ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all
people...
Exodus 19:5

You are a peculiar specimen of God’s glory, a unique
specie! You carry the kingdom of God inside you. Luke
17:21 tells us that the kingdom of God is within us. Your
kind has never been before. You are not ordinary. You are
peculiar. You have access to the divine nature of God here
on earth; the abilities of God are available to you.

According as his divine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge
of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust.
2 Peter 1:3-4

Also, the Lord told Moses:

...I have made thee a god to Pharaonh...
Exodus 7:1

If God has made you a god to Pharaoh, then you are a god
to the whole world. Remember, Moses had told them:

For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the
Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto
me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say



unto you.
Acts 3:22

The "prophet" Moses was talking about in this Scripture is
Jesus. Jesus came and it was said of Him, "What manner of
man 1s this?" He said:

...As my Father hath sent me, even so send | you.
John 20:21

You are in the class of Jesus. He has sent you. The world
should say of you, "what manner of man is this?"

You are special! Everyone called by God is sent to the
world. He is made a god to the world and the world is
expected to listen to him and obey him. You are a god!
This is the position of anyone who receives the Word of
God. Those unto whom the Word of God comes, He calls
gods (Jn. 10:35).

Remember, it was said of Paul and Barnabas, "the gods are
come down to us in the likeness of men" (Acts 14:11).God
says all His children are gods (Ps. 82:6). You are made to
be distinguished; you to belong to the upper class, you are
not just different.

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light:

1 Peter 2:9



You have unusual grace and impeccable abilities. You are a
priest and a king, and your priesthood and kingly dominion
Is to be manifested on earth. You are special!

In the Creator’s eye, the entire world is not worth an
exchange for your soul. You are of much value in the sight
of God; you are a pearl of great price. You are so valuable,
that it cost God the blood of His only begotten Son, to
redeem your soul from perdition. You mean so much to
God, you matter a great deal to His eternal purpose. So,
stop despising yourself. The Bible says:

For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.
1 Corinthians 6:20

To further establish your great value, God declares: "He
that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye " (Zec. 2:8).
You are the apple of God’s eyes. You are His beloved.
Therefore, discover yourself and recover your birthright;
because you are peculiar and have a peculiar mission here
on earth.

...Every man hath his proper gift of God...
1 Corinthians 7:7

There is a "proper" placement for you on earth, made
possible by the "proper gift" that is in you. You have a
special mission on earth. You are sent on a mission by
Jesus Christ, even as the Father sent Him while He was on
earth. Jesus Himself declared:



...The works that I do shall he (you) do also; and greater
works than these shall he (you) do...
John 14:12

Jesus Christ has tasks for you to carry out. He is the head
and you are the body. There is no useless member in the
body; no member of our physical body is without a
function. If all your teeth are removed, your entire body
will not only be unable to feed comfortably, but your facial
appearance is also likely to change, particularly when you
smile! Every one member of the body of Christ has a
function or ministry. You are peculiar with a peculiar
function.

For as we have many members in one body, and all
members have not the same office:

So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one
members one of another.
Romans 12:4-5

God has an office for you to occupy and has endowed you
with the gift you need for excellence in that office.

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

And there are differences of administrations, but the same
Lord.

And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same
God which worketh all in all.
1 Corinthians 12:4-6



You have all it takes. You are destined to be glorified in
your calling. Locate it and stay in it. Every calling of God
Is a high calling. Every placement is a high placement, with
the ultimate purpose of glorifying the called.

And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose.

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren.

Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called:
and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he
justified, them he also glorified.

Romans 8:28-30

Do not despise yourself. Do not despise your calling. Do
not cross to someone else’s lane. Having located your
calling, stay put there, till you become a star. Locating your
calling and pursuing it is the beginning of a great future.
Abiding in that calling leads to stardom. You are destined
to be a star!



Chapter 2

Locate Yourself By Vision

God has a grand plan for His church; but much more
interesting is the fact that He has a plan for each member of
His body. In Jeremiah 29:11(AMP Bible), He says:

For | know the thoughts and plans that | have for you, says
the Lord, thoughts and plans for welfare and peace and not
for evil, to give you hope in your final outcome.

You are not created to roam about in life purposelessly.
You are designed for a specific placement. Before you were
born, He knew you and separated you for a specific goal
and assignment. But your placement in the grand master
plan of God is located by vision.

Vision is the pathfinding tool in the hand of the believer. In
Joel 2:28, we are told that vision is for young men —
"...Your young men shall see visions." Abraham had a
vision at the age of 75. So, in the sight of God, you are still
a young man even at 75! Do not allow your age to
intimidate you. Samuel heard God at a very tender age;
God gave him an assignment. Reach out for a vision and
lay hold on direction.

Where there is no vision, the people perish...
Proverbs 29:18

Where there is no direction, there cannot be progress. You
need to locate direction for your life by vision.
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Vision is the unfolding of a divine plan as it relates to an
individual. It is having a supernatural insight into one’s
placement in life. It provides access into a divine
programme for an individual. It therefore takes vision to
find one’s correct placement in God’s master plan.

Vision is not an invention, but a discovery of a set plan.
Many things have been mistaken for vision. | want to draw
a sharp line of demarcation between vision and these other
elements:

Ambition

This is one’s expectation or what one looks forward to
achieving. Thus, it is a self-made plan. Nothing is
practically wrong with being ambitious. But, "without
vision the people perish." Ambition is liable to failure and
can even destroy the ambitious one. Only ambition that
falls in line with God’s drawn-out plan becomes fruitful.
Absalom was ambitious and his ambition killed him!

Ambition says, "l want it by all means", but vision says, "I
have it because God says it, and | am in His plan."
Ambition is a brother of anxiety, whereas vision is a
relative of peace.

| will hear what God the Lord will speak: for he will speak
peace unto his people, and to his saints...
Psalm 85:8

Impression
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This is being carried away in one’s thoughts about what
one likes in others, for example, their vocation, business or
ministry. These thoughts, when compounded, pose as a
signal for direction; but they are what can be called an
Impression.

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.
1 Thessalonians 5:21

Many have mistaken impression today for vision and have
been chasing after the wind.

Imagination

The word imagination is derived from the word image,
which also means shadow. Imagination is the act of image
formation. It is very powerful, but destructive when not
properly handled. It is true that what one doesn’t see, one
doesn’t possess; but the snag in imagination is that outside
the Word of God, it can be misguiding. It can intoxicate
until it destroys.

Thus, imagination is not vision. Though it is powerful, but
Is not a tangible substance as a vision. It is a dream; it is
like a floating idea. It can falter and fail. Indeed,
Imagination that is not in line with the Word of God can
only end up frustrating the dreamer; but when in line with
God’s Word, it 1s absolutely powerful. A positive
Imagination can cause the dreamer to attain the ultimate in
his visionary pursuits.

Situation
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This is direction arrived at as a result of what one is going
through at a particular time. It sounds like direction, but it
can be grossly misleading. For instance, someone is not
doing well in his business and suddenly, "he perceives" it is
because God is calling him to preach! That is not vision, it
IS situation. Again, someone else has been looking for a job
for a long time and has found none, so he believes God is
asking him out of the country for one thing or the other.

Many people today love explaining the situation, instead of
pursuing a vision. It can be irksome! The preaching
ministry, in particular, has been the biggest victim of these
explorers! Many in the church think misfortune is a
stepping-stone into ministry:

| have not sent these prophets, yet they ran...
Jeremiah 23:21

Do not allow your life to be directed by situations and
circumstances, because it will lead you nowhere. It is when
God is your shepherd that you attain, not when you are led
by situations and circumstances. It is time to move by
vision and not as situations demand.

Reaction

Many have found themselves in what they are doing today
by reason of things they detested in some people, places or
systems. This is the origin of the breakaway syndrome in
the Church today. "I don’t like that man", "I hate that
constitution™, "I will not take that new policy", "I am bigger
than the kind of discipline being meted out to me.
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Therefore | will begin my own church; | will start off my
own ministry. As a matter of fact, | can do it better than
that man or woman."

Reaction is, in most cases, an act of insubordination and an
overestimation of oneself. Moses, in Egypt, is a very good
example of reaction. Through reaction, he killed the
Egyptian who had manhandled an Israelite, and had to
dwell in the wilderness for 40 years. | believe he finally
located himself through meekness (the Bible refers to him
as the meekest man on the surface of the earth). God
eventually gave him a vision in the place of a reaction, but
it cost him a lot!

Reaction, if not dealt with, can slow down one’s pace in
life, and may even destroy one’s destiny altogether! So
watch out, or you may add 40 years of wilderness
wandering to your journey in life.

Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why
shouldest thou die before thy time?
Ecclesiastes 7:17

Confirmation

This is seeking the affirmation of others in deciding what
steps to take in life. God is never moved by multitudes or
by popular opinion. If all the prophets in the world
prophesy one into a preaching ministry and God has not
called him, He has not called one. Even if all the members
of the local church he belongs see him as a worldwide
evangelist but God does not see him as one, then he is not.
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Stop being led by men; rather, be led by God. If you let
God lead you, then you shall not want! No amount of
confirmation by people can put words into His mouth.
What He has not said, He has not said; what He has not
written, He has not written. Locate His writing about you,
not the writings of men. Human confirmation is, more often
than not, confusion in disguise.

Association

Many have also thought that association is equal to
commission, but this is not true. For instance, Saul was said
to be among the prophets and he actually did prophesy, and
a parable came out of it:

...Is Saul also among the prophets?
1 Samuel 10:11

Mockery! This is what is called environmental anointing.
That is, getting things done by virtue of what goes on in the
environment to which one belongs. Saul prophesied, but he
was not a prophet. | perceive that he misunderstood that
experience, because when he ought to have waited for
Samuel, the priest, he went ahead to offer the sacrifice,
thereby losing his throne.

Association has a way of influencing one in any area of
ministry. Jesus had twelve people in His company. They
went out in His name and even devils were subject to them.
Then Peter thought he had it all. He argued blindly with the
Master on his ability to stand by Him; but after the master
was taken, he could not even stand before a little maid! He
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was swearing profusely, as he vehemently denied his
beloved Master! Until finally, on the day of Pentecost he
was commissioned to stand.

Therefore, people who think they can get things done
because others are doing them, should watch properly
before they step out. Association can inspire and motivate
for action, but has no power to commission.

Natural Instinct/ Inspiration

Some people have mistaken talent for vision. What one has
a flair for is not necessarily an indication of a call. Often,
God delights in placing men into areas where they have the
least natural abilities to perform. Think of His
commissioning an exiled Moses to deliver His people from
bondage, when there were numerous more qualified
citizens that stood better chances. As if that was not
enough, although a stammerer, he became an orator.

What about God calling the little man, Gideon, a nonentity
and weakling by all natural indications, to deliver His
people from the Midianites. Also, Nehemiah was a slave
boy, yet he was commissioned to rebuild the broken wall of
Jerusalem.

When Samuel went to anoint a king for Israel in Jesse’s
house, he was captivated by the beautiful countenance of
Eliab, until the Lord brought him back to reality by
refusing him. Thus, all the five sons filed past and all he
could hear from God was "NO!" Who then? An
insignificant youth attending to sheep in the field — David!
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God’s response to the look of shocked disappointment on
Samuel’s face at His rejection of Eliab and his brothers will
help to humble anyone who prides himself/herself on
natural talent.

Have you ever considered the rationale behind God’s
choice of ignorant and unlearned disciples to spearhead the
cause of the gospel, men who have now become the canons
of Scriptures? This is because talent is not vision. God said
to Samuel:

Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his
stature; because | have refused him: for the Lord seeth not
as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance,

but the Lord looketh on the heart.
1 Samuel 16:7

A vision is deeper than what people deem it to mean. While
natural instinct and inspiration may enhance it, they must
never be mistaken for one in isolation.

Locating Yourself

God is a God of ways. He has heaven for you on earth and
wants to show you how to get there. He has created you for
a purpose and wants to show you how to attain it. He shows
His ways to His men. Acts are for the children, while ways
are for His men.

He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the
children of Israel.
Psalm 103:7
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Locating the plan of God for your life, that is, where you
are destined for, is vision. Vision is a vital link to success.
It is power. Everyone has a duty to locate what they are
created for. Discovering your kingdom placement is by
vision:

Where there is no vision, the people perish...
Proverbs 29:18

Vision is therefore a tool for finding direction. When you
cannot tell where you are heading for, you cannot get there.

Vision is a direct discovery of God’s plan for you (Jer.
29:11).

You never become a star in the kingdom until you have
become a visionary. The future of every believer depends
on the discovery of his placement in the body of Christ.
You make it seemingly effortlessly in your calling, because
God enables you to perform in the area He has assigned
you. True vision comes from God and is characterized by
peace. When a vision is from God, it will speak peace, not
war, divisions or tension.

"Now, how do I locate the plan of God for my life?" You
may ask. Or, "How do I get a vision from God?" The
answer is found in Habakkuk 2:1:

| will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and
will watch to see what he will say unto me...

You cannot receive your plan from God without having a
strong desire for it. Your strong desire makes you to set
your will towards achieving it.
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Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh
and intermeddleth with all wisdom.
Proverbs 18:1

Desire sets your will towards your goal. "To set me..."
means to embark on a discovery. When your will is set on
achieving a mission, you have to take necessary steps for it
to materialize. The word of God says:

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him.

James 1:5

One of the necessary steps is asking. As you ask, be
watchful in your spirit-man. Maintain quietness on your
inside. Clear your spirit, get rid of all preconceived notions
and let your spirit be empty, to ease reception of signals
from the throne of grace. Often, visions are received in
moments of quietness. God is always ready to show you the
right path; all you have to do is to get to the point where He
can reach you.

The Holy Spirit releases the plans of God for you through
your spirit, so programme yourself to hear His voice. His
voice should not be strange to you because you are born of
Him. No child goes to school to learn his mother tongue.
Jesus said:

My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow
me:
John 10:27
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You can hear the voice of the Holy Spirit, so set your spirit
at the right channel and receive instructions.

Every Christian, by right, should be able to receive vision
from God. Unfortunately, this is not the case, however.
God will only release vision to the category of believers
who are clothed inside and outside with godly qualities. A
major requirement is that same quality that was found in
Moses after his humbling experience of self-exile —
meekness.

A Christian who wants to know the way of the Lord has to
be humble and also have the spirit of the fear of the Lord.
Moses, whom God says was the meekest of all men upon
the earth, spoke face- to-face with God, and as such, he had
first hand knowledge of the ways of the Lord.

Take Heed To Thyself

It is one thing to get a vision from God, it is yet another to
be able to maintain it. Take heed to yourself, attend to the
following points and your vision will not only be
maintained, it will be kept.

Contentment

Do not despise your calling when God reveals it to you. Do
not be a follower of what others are doing; be a follower of
God. Your calling might not be popular now, but stick to it.
God does not just call you and leave you to fend for
yourself. He would have deposited in you the inherent
abilities that will enable you to stand and triumph.
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Every calling glorifies God and also lifts the person called.
You are destined to be a star in your area of calling; so
don’t despise it. Know your rank and maintain it. Do not
place yourself beyond where God has placed you. Know
those ahead of you and accord them the honour due to
them.

Consistency

Be consistent in your calling. There is a path for each
person,walk in yours. The army of God is an army of
specialists who have received visions with precision. Do
not cross to someone ¢lse’s lane. Having located where you
belong, stick to it till you become a star. You are a part of
excellence, because you are a part of the body of Christ.
Abide where you have been placed. Consistency is a divine
attribute. Every calling culminates in glory, but there is a
demand to press toward it. In Philippians 3:14, apostle
Paul says:

| press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus.

There is a pressing required for every prize. No press, no
prize! Paul pressed, ran and fought, so he was confident
that a prize awaited him. The prophet Habakkuk said,
"...That he may run that readeth it" (Hab. 2:2).

No vision gets fulfilled automatically, so run; do not go
about minding other people’s ministries. Even when they
go wrong, leave them to God who has called them. Be least
concerned about how others are running. Referees don’t
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win any prizes, so don’t be one. This is a race that calls for
physical, mental and spiritual exercises. It might not be
comfortable, but press on and you will see God in action.
Endure all things, press on till you receive your prize.

Location

You need to receive adequate information about your
calling before you step out. Stay with God to receive the
details of your calling. Are you called to preach? Ask,
"What do | preach?" The Bible says in Isaiah 40:6, "The
voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry?..."

Every messenger must have a message. A messenger
without a message is a dangerous man. You must know
what you are sent to deliver. In addition, you have to know
where to preach the message you have been given. Jonah
was going to Tarshish to preach, instead of Nineveh, and he
ended up in the belly of a fish for three days and three
nights. Until you go to where God sends you, you remain a
struggler. When you are where God has sent you, there is
supernatural provision.

The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.
Psalm 23:1

Know Your Timing

In Ecclesiastes 3, we are told that there is a time for
everything. You have to ask for God’s "when" for your
assignment. God who sent you knows the perfect time for
you to set out. Moses struck 40 years earlier than God’s
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time. This sent him on a personal exile, he was
downgraded. Jesus, the Son of God, was the natural son of
Joseph for 30 years, until He came into the fullness of time.

There is what is called "the fullness of time." It is the right
time to step out into your God-given assignment. You need
to be sensitive to the right time, in order to make healthy
progress.

Know The Method

After knowing what to do, where to do it and what time to
set out, you also need to find out how you are to go about
it. Don’t just go about it your own way or the way of
others. Ask God for His way and He will show you how to
perform the divine task.

Knowing where you are heading for is the first step towards
attainment. You can be very diligent and faithful, but if you
are not on the right path, you will keep struggling all your
life. Get on the right path God has purposed for you in His
infinite variety, and you will see your light break out of the
gloom darkness like the bright morning star.

Placement Is By Election Of Grace

Ministry is by election of grace. Placement has nothing to
do with abilities or inabilities; it is purely an act of divine
election.
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For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise
men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are
called:

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the things which are mighty;

And base things of the world, and things which are
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not,
to bring to nought things that are:

That no flesh should glory in his presence.
1 Corinthians 1:26-29

Our callings and elections in the faith have nothing to do
with our background — cultural, educational, social and
what have you. God is the sole authority behind every
calling and He gives it severally as He wills.

The Scriptures show that the "have nots" and "be nots"
secure higher placements than the "exposed" and "gifted"
candidates. The reason for this is clear — "That no flesh
should glory in His presence." He wants all the glory! Yes,
for He has said:

..My glory will I not give to another...
Isaiah 42:8

This is why the seemingly unqualified and incompetent
often wear the ministry crowns more than the "have it all"
and the "know it all."

=24 -



(For the children being not yet born, neither having done
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to
election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;)

It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.
As it is written, Jacob have | loved, but Esau have | hated.

What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with
God? God forbid.

For he saith to Moses, | will have mercy on whom I will
have mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | will
have compassion.

So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that showeth mercy.
Romans 9:11-16

Here is the good news: every born again believer has been
accepted in the beloved (Eph. 1:6). Therefore, we can
boldly say with the Psalmist:

The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, | have
a goodly heritage.
Psalm 16:6

We belong to the favourable order in the covenant. We are
His beloved, like Jacob was, not of works, but of election.

Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to his own purpose
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the
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world began
2 Timothy 1:9

Our calling was sealed before the world began! It is
amazing that God has set His people apart unto glory.
Much more amazing is the fact that your salvation confirms
your inclusion in that company of people.

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren.

Romans 8:29

You are called to be justified, and you are justified to be
glorified. That is what, | believe, apostle Paul was referring
to when he spoke about "the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus" (Phil. 3:14). It’s a high calling indeed! It’s a call to
glory, royalty and dignity!

When a man steps into his divinely appointed place in life,
things happen; wonders take place and stardom takes off!

As a little boy in school, I was a victim of speech
impediment. Even though | was not stammering, | was
conspicuously slow-tongued, for which my mates gave me
a nickname. This was very demoralizing. But surprisingly
today, people complain that I am too fast for them in my
ministrations!

At that same period in my life, I was crowd-shy. I could not
lift up my eyes while passing through a group of 40 people,
but all that is no more now! Why did God pick on a crowd-
shy person for a crowd-demanding task? "That no flesh
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might glory in His presence!" Why did God select a slow-
tongued individual for such an assignment that requires the
fast-tongued? "That the excellency of glory might be of
God and not of us."

It is worth everything to locate oneself in the master plan of
God and stay with it. When God elects one for a task, He
releases His grace at the same time unto the individual, to
enable him perform. When God called Gideon, among
other things, He said:

...Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the
hand of the Midianites: have not | sent thee?
Judges 6:14

When God commissions, He accompanies the
commissioned with supernatural facilities that make for
excellence in the task. What He has not appointed a man to
do He will not give the ability to perform.This is why the
Bible says in 1 Corinthians 7:20:

Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was
called.

The reason is that the prophetic army spoken about in Joel
2:7 has this major characteristic:

They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall
like men of war; and they shall march every one on his
ways, and they shall not break their ranks:

No wonder it emerges as a formidable and invincible army:
it has the backing of the forces of heaven.
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Chapter 3

The Place of the Anointing

The anointing is not a feeling, it is a force. Nothing gets
done without it. The anointing makes things work. The
work of the ministry is not possible without it. There is
nothing God has called you to do that is possible without it;
it provides solutions to every human problem, no matter its
intensity or long history.

Ministry is a divine assignment, therefore, it requires a
divine enabling for performance. The anointing is a divine
enabling for performance. No king ascended the throne
without the anointing in israel. So it is today also. No one
can occupy his position in ministry without the anointing.

The apostles could not occupy their places of calling until
they were endued with power from above. They were all in
hiding. Peter even thought it was better to go fishing! The
power to stand in their office (calling) was not there. The
anointing is the fuel you require to take off.

The Lord spoke to Zerubbabel to build the temple, and He
said in Zechariah 4:6-7:

Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the
word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might,
nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.

Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou
shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the
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headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace
unto it.

There is no mountain that can stand the Spirit of the Lord
inside a man. Obstacles are turned to miracles and barriers
to breakthoughs for a man filled with the anointing.

Ministry is not by the strength of man. It is by the Spirit of
God, that anoints. The anointing is a fundamental
requirement for the take off and eventual execution of any
commission. You can sweat greatly, but great sweat does
not equal great impact; you can have great zeal, but it still
does not bring accomplishment.

Jesus had been going to the synagogue before "as his
custom was" (Lk. 4:16). He had the zeal. Perhaps He must
have been preaching also, but His preaching had nothing to
show for it, it made no impact. With the anointing,
however, the Bible tells us that as He read: "The eyes of all
them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him"
(Lk. 4:20). Verse 22 says they "wondered at the gracious
words which proceeded out of his mouth."

The anointing brought accomplishment. His words became
gracious and He caught all their attention. The anointing
removed all barriers and the words He spoke penetrated
deep into their hearts.

The anointing transforms. It turns one into another man —
Jesus became another man. He was transformed and the
people wondered:
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...Is not this Joseph's son?
Luke 4:22

The same thing was said of Saul, the son of Kish, Israel’s
first king. He became another man after the anointing came
upon him and he prophesied. Samuel said to him:

And the spirit of the Lord will come upon thee, and thou
shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be turned into another
man.

1 Samuel 10:6

Verse 9 affirms this: "And it was so..." The people of Israel
also wondered and said, "What is this that is come unto the
son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?" What came
upon Saul was the anointing.

Let us take a closer look at Jesus. At His birth, the angel
announced:

...The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of
the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of

God.
Luke 1:35

Jesus came to this world born of the Holy Ghost. He lived
quietly for 30 years in the carpenter’s shed. No one knew
Him by anything other than "the carpenter’s son." At 20, he
was there. At 25, He was still there. He lived as if He were
to be a carpenter for life. But suddenly, at age 30,
something happened that gave Him a beginning. He shot up
from a nonentity to the most talked about person in Israel.
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He shot up from the realm of the ordinary to the
extraordinary. He went from the natural to the supernatural.

But what actually took place? He went for John’s baptism
with a difference. But as He came forth from the water after
being baptized, the heavens opened and the Holy Ghost
descended upon Him in the form of a dove and the voice of
God came forth saying:

...This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.
Matthew 3:17

The Holy Ghost came upon Jesus and led Him into the
wilderness, and the Scripture says:

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee:
and there went out a fame of him through all the region
round about.

Luke 4:14

Jesus was led into the wilderness by the Holy Ghost. The
Bible says, "And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost
returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness" (LK. 4:1).

He had the Holy Spirit, but the anointing to operate was not
yet there. It was not until he had waited on the Lord for
forty days and forty nights that the power came. The
anointing, the force that makes things happen, came upon
him. He had gone into the wilderness full of the Spirit and
returned in the "power of the Spirit." This is the power of
God, the very force of God. He went into the synagogue "as
his custom was" (LK. 4:16). This means that Jesus had
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always been going to the synagogue, but made little or no
Impression on the people. But on this day, however, He
opened the book of Isaiah and read:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable
year of the Lord. ...This day is this scripture fulfilled in
your ears.

Luke 4:18-21

"This day" was His beginning. "This day" was the day of
the anointing. Jesus never had a beginning until the
anointing came. Son of God though He was, sinless from
all records; yet He had no beginning until the anointing
came.

Let me quickly draw a line of demarcation here between
the three levels of the Spirit. The Holy Ghost is one, but He
operates at different levels in a believer. The Scriptures
likens the Holy Ghost to water:

...0Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this
spake he of the Spirit...
John 7:38-39

The Holy Ghost is involved at every stage of Christian
experience. At new birth, He convicts of sin and enables
the individual to confess Jesus as Lord. God’s Word says
when He, the Holy Ghost, is come, He will convict the
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world of sin. Also, it is written, "No man can say that Jesus
Is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost" (1 Cor. 12:3).

The Spirit of God is there at work in a believer at new birth.
But at what level of water? Jesus, in His discussion with the
Samaritan woman, said:

But whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall give him
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall
be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

John 4:14

At salvation, a believer has the spirit, but it is at the well
level. You know that the water level of a well is largely
determined by the prevailing climatic conditions. During
the rainy season when the conditions are favourable, the
water level is high; but in the dry season, most wells dry up
completely.

This is why a man who is newly born again is largely
controlled by the circumstances of life. Peter was born
again, he was a disciple of Jesus; but his having accepted to
follow Jesus could not help him at the arrest of his Master.
When confronted by the little maid, he could not stand. His
saviour and hope had been arrested, and he thought that
was the end of the world. The spirit level in him was at its
lowest. The water was completely dry. Christians,
therefore, should press forward for a higher experience of
the Spirit.

The baptism in the Holy Ghost is another level. What
happens at baptism? The water level rises. Jesus said:
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He that believeth on me...out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they
that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was
not yet given...

John 7:38-39

The Holy Ghost is not for the world nor unbelievers. It is
for those who already believe in Jesus, it is for those who
already have the Spirit in them at the "well of water" level.
At baptism, you are immersed in the Spirit. This immersion
causes the water level to rise. The spirit in you now
operates at the "river" level.

It therefore means that a man who has received the baptism
in the Holy Ghost, has a stronger resistance against harsh
conditions than one who is only saved. A well of water
might dry up in the dry season, but it will take harsher
conditions like severe famine and drought, to dry up a river.
Even when the conditions are favourable, there is a limit to
which a well of water can be put to use compared to a river.

How much irrigation can one accomplish in a well of
water? Can one go boating and fishing in a well? Can
hydroelectric power be generated from a well? No. All
these are not possible with a well of water. They can only
be done in a river. Thus, a man who is baptized in the Holy
Ghost exercises greater spiritual power than one who is
only saved.

There is yet another spiritual experience higher than the
first two. This is the anointing. It is the anointing with
power. This is the "rain" level. This is the WATER-
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INFILLER level. Without rain, a well dries up. A river
looks pitiable in the dry season. Never mistake your
baptism with the evidence of tongues for the end of the
journey. This is just an introduction to the workings of the
Spirit. The life of both the well and the river is determined
by the rain. It is the only way a river can be filled. The
more the volume of water in a river, the greater the use to
which it can be put and the greater the power it can
generate. The rain is the anointing.

Jesus went through these three phases. He was born of the
Holy Ghost (new birth). At baptism, the Holy Ghost
descended upon Him in the form of a dove (baptism in the
Holy Ghost). He then went to the wilderness and secured
power for His ministry, and returned in the power of the
Spirit (the anointing). He had the rain.

The anointing is the downpour of rain from heaven. Rain is
the infilling instrument for every water level. During the
rainy season, all the wells are full and the vegetation
blossoms. The rivers are also full to overflowing.

The anointing is the force of the power of God operating in
an individual. It is the power of the Spirit, the enabler. It is
the power that makes the Word come alive. The Word is
empty without the anointing. Every principle becomes
burdensome when there is no force to make it work.

Let us consider the analogy of a milling machine. The main
equipment, where the grain is put and milled, is connected
to the engine, which is in turn connected to a switch. You
may know all it takes to make the machine work and your
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grain milled, but without turning on the switch (the power
source), power will not be released for the machine to
work.

Similarly, you may have all the faith in the world and really
believe that if you put grain into the machine, it will be
milled; but if you don’t turn on the power switch, nothing
will happen. So is the Word. So is your commission to
ministry. Faith in the Word and knowledge of the Word are
not enough. They require power to produce, and the
anointing is the power that makes faith and knowledge
fruitful. All knowledge and all faith is fake and futile
without the anointing. The anointing is the power behind
every knowledge and faith we exercise.

The anointing is a penetrative force on the pulpit. It is what
gives a breakthrough in ministry. For instance, when Peter
preached after the anointing came, the Bible says, they
were "pricked in their hearts." Peter was not given the
opportunity to even make an altar call. The people made it
themselves and three thousand souls were saved in one
day! This was the same Peter whose weakness was brought
to light by a little girl. He now preached the gospel with
power and could look a lame man in the eyes in public and
command him to walk, in the name of Jesus!

If you want to see results in your ministry, humble yourself,
bow down and let the oil of heaven spark off a new
beginning for you. You must get hold of the anointing for
an unparalleled speed in the pursuit of your vision.
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The anointing is not just a gift. It is the gift promised by the
Father. In Acts 2:38, Peter says, "Ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit." God is the source of ability. He is the
One who anoints. He delights in anointing His vessels for
greater accomplishment. This gift is different from the
other gifts of the Spirit. It is THE GIFT. The Bible says:

A man's gift maketh room for him...
Proverbs 18:16

The anointing is a gift from God, and as such can neither be
merited nor purchased. It is not a doctrine. It is neither a
principle nor a statement of faith of an organization. It is
the gift for exploits and excellence. The gift of a man opens
doors for him and takes him to extraordinary heights. The
apostles rose from the level of illiterate fishermen to
occupy a position of honour and dignity after the anointing
came upon them. People began to ask them, "What shall we
do?"

The anointing surrounds you with an aroma of honour,
dignity and excellence. The ministry of the anointing is that
of teaching you all truth:

But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in
you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the
same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth...

1 John 2:27

The anointing of the Holy Spirit guides you into what steps
to take from time to time. It prevents you from perishing,
because it gives you knowledge. The Bible says:
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My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge...
Hosea 4:6

The anointing tells you which direction to take and makes
you supersensitive to the voice of the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is the most effectual teacher of the truth, so when the
anointing comes upon you, it unveils your understanding, it
makes reading and studying fruitful. It gives you entrance
into the heavenly realm, so you can understand the truth of
God. Many are stranded in life today because they lack the
unction that teaches all things. You cannot be stranded
when you have that unction. It will teach you the way out
of every situation.

The anointing God intends for His vessels this end-time, is
a strange one. It is such as has never been witnessed before.

Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord
your God: for he hath given you the former rain
moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the
rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month.
Joel 2:23

Everything that happened in the time of the apostles is
moderate, compared to what God is going to reveal this
end-time. There is going to be an outpouring of the autumn
rain and the spring rain upon the people at the same time.
This will cause God’s anointed ones to be so saturated with
the revelation of God and His Word, that the glory of the
Church will be made manifest. The anointing will lead to
restoration and great abundance, causing quality praise to
spring forth from the people of God. It will roll away
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reproach, causing the power and the glory of God upon the
Church to be revealed.

The anointing will protect the anointed one, because God
has clearly commanded: "Touch not mine anointed.” The
anointing of God upon one makes him sacred. Anyone who
dares to use either hands or tongue against him has signed
his own death warrant. God owes the anointed an
unequalled protection, because He is the One who has
anointed him. Touching an anointed therefore means
touching the anointing of God upon him.

Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses for something
which was obviously wrong. Moses had married an
Ethiopian woman, a stranger. Though the Lord had given
express orders that forbade the Israelites from marrying
strangers and Moses was walking in disobedience by doing
that, yet God did not let Miriam and Aaron go unpunished
for condemning him. What did God do? He struck Miriam
with leprosy (Num. 12).

You must not slander any anointed servant of God, whether
he is aware of it or not is irrelevant. There is One before
whom all things lay bare — God. The God who has
anointed him, who hears everything you say, will definitely
reward you accordingly. God fights for His anointed.
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Avenues For Receiving The Rain
By Asking:

Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the
Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of
rain, to every one grass in the field.

Zechariah 10:1

This appears simple, but let me believe God to help you see
what this asking entails. Asking for anything, without a
strong desire, makes prayer a mere religious exercise. No
one has ever reached out for this spectacular rain without a
heart-burning desire. Challenge yourself with this truth that
where you are now is not the best place for you to be.
Create a thirst, which you then communicate to God in
prayer. Ask Him from your heart: "Pour on me the oil
needed for a breakthrough in ministry."

It is in asking that you receive. But you have to desire and
thirst for it with all your heart before you ask. What you do
not desire, do not bother asking for it.

O God, thou art my God; early will | seek thee: my soul
thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and
thirsty land, where no water is;To see thy power and thy

glory...
Psalm 63:1-2

To see His power, you have to thirst and long for it. Mere
asking will not do. It has to be backed up with a burning
desire; and when it comes, there is no mistaking it. There is
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no argument about it, because the anointing is a force. It
gets the impossible done and opens your eyes to mysteries.

The anointing of God on an individual can lose its
functionality. A lot of believers today have lost the
functionality of the first oil they received and have gone
back to their old ways. They fake the anointing and
produce no results. If the oil has stopped or is stale and lost
its freshness, it needs a complete overhaul, for a new
beginning. You have to ask to be re-anointed with fresh oil.

The anointing of God is not for personal consumption. God
doesn’t anoint you for your own private use. The anointing
IS not a private treasure. It is to carry out specific
assignments. In Acts 10:38, we are told of "How God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with
power: who went about doing good, and healing all that
were oppressed of the devil..." Jesus was anointed and He
went about "doing good."

The anointing forbids idleness. It is only activated by being
at work on the job you have been assigned. When Jesus
said the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him, He said, "He has
anointed Me to..." He went on to list specific assignments.
If you have no assignment, you need no anointing.

The anointing is relevant to every kind of placement in the
kingdom. When Christian businessmen begin to operate
their businesses under the anointing, there is always a
difference, a shooting forth. It is what makes your goals
cheaply accomplishable. Story has it that a very successful
American businessman was arriving home from one of his
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trips when the Lord spoke to him to buy up a desert strip.
There was no argument, because he knew it was God. He
bought the wide expanse of barren land and a few months
later, large deposits of oil was discovered there. So it
doesn’t matter where your placement is, the anointing
makes the difference!

By Contact

The anointing can be imparted. Impartation means transfer.
When the anointing is imparted, it is transferred from one
anointed vessel to some other person. Just as water cannot
flow uphill, so also anointing cannot be transferred from a
lower vessel to a higher one. It is always from a higher
vessel to a lower one.

And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the
better.
Hebrews 7:7

If you consider a man of God your equal, you can never
receive anything from him. The anointing is never
transferred from colleague to colleague, but from a superior
to a subordinate. However, some conditions still need to be
fulfilled, for a transference.

Desire

The lesser vessel must have a burning desire, a thirst, a
craving for the anointing upon the servant of God, before
he can receive it. The desire must be intense and he must
go about it with singleness of mind and purpose. Elisha
desired a double portion of Elijah’s anointing and he

-42 -



refused to be distracted. Nothing could make him shift his
focus from his goal, not even the orders from his master or
the discouragements from the other sons of the prophets.
He refused to settle for anything less and got his heart’s
desire.

Believe

You must believe in the prophet whose anointing you
desire.

...Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established;
believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.
2 Chronicles 20:20

You must have total and unconditional faith in the prophet
whose mantle you desire. If you don’t believe in him, his
ministry will not prosper you. You must neither criticize
nor curse him. Do not even think it. Follow him to the end
without reservation. Whether he is a saint or not is
irrelevant. Elisha pressed on after Elijah even though
Elijah’s life style and character, according to Bible history,
was enough to drive anyone away from him.

There are different ways of imparting anointing. It can be
transferred through encounters with the anointed. Do not
make any encounter you have with anointed servants of
God casual. Some years ago, | met a young man who was
not even a believer while | was on a trip. | sighted his car
from afar and waved him to a stop. We both came down
from our vehicles and | embraced him. Do you know what
he told me the next time we met?
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He said for about two weeks after that encounter, he still
felt the warmth of my embrace. A kind of burning
sensation was all over him and that since then, he
experienced supernatural favours in his career. Today, he is
a bonafide believer, on fire for the Lord!

Encounters with anointed servants of God is a very
effectual way of transferring the anointing. This can be
through prayer cloths, the media — television, radio,
audio/visual tapes, and printed materials.

By Laying On Of Hands

The anointing can also be imparted by the laying on of
hands.

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom,;
for Moses had laid his hands upon him...
Deuteronomy 34:9

Also, in Numbers 11:16-17, the spirit in Moses was
transferred into seventy elders of Israel. This enabled them
to operate in the offices they were called to occupy.

Some years back, | accompanied a great man of God to a
crusade. On one of the days, | visited his hotel suite, and
just as | was about to go to my own room for a shower, he
insisted that | had it in his bathroom. As | came out of the
bathroom, he asked me to kneel down and | promptly
obeyed. He then laid his hands on my head and declared, "I
impart to you the gift of on time; before a need arises,
supplies will be waiting." That day marked a new
beginning of supernatural supplies in my life and ministry.
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| have never had a reason to beg or borrow. Truly, the
anointing works!

By Anointing with Oil

In Israel, no king reigned without being anointed with oil,
neither does any priest stand in the priestly office without
being anointed either. God Himself specifically told Moses
what ingredients to use to prepare the oil. It was, and is still
special today.

The anointing oil is not a symbol. It is a medium through
which the Holy Spirit operates in the beneficiary. Itis a
divine enabling, empowering the beneficiary to stand in a
particular office. Thus, the oil serves as a seal of authority
upon the beneficiary, enabling him to go forth and function
(read my book, Anointing for Breakthrough, where a whole
chapter was dedicated to the Anointing Oil Ministry, and
receive more light on its functions and purposes).

Prophecy

The anointing can also be received through prophecy, as we
see in the case of Timothy.

Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by
prophecy...
1 Timothy 4:14

These are the days of the latter rain, when every blade of

grass in the field who desires and asks will be soaked with
the anointing of the Lord. If you desire the anointing upon
anyone, | challenge you, to go ahead and prepare yourself
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to receive it. It doesn’t happen by chance. It is by a
conscious and purposeful seeking and asking that the
anointing is released to you.
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Chapter 4

Direction: The Master Key

Having a vision is one thing; knowing the way to attain it is
something else. Direction is a major prerequisite for
success in life and ministry. You might have a vision, but if
you are ignorant of the necessary steps for achieving it, you
will end up in a ditch. Yes, for every vision there are inbuilt
steps towards its achievement. God has given you a task
and will also reveal to you the way you are to go about it.

Direction is knowing the right way to attain a vision. It is
knowing the steps to take. Coming out of the land of
slavery and bondage, the Israelites only knew where they
were heading. They had been told it was a land flowing
with milk and honey. Its name was Canaan. So they set out.
They knew their destination, but none knew the way to get
there, not even their leaders, Moses and Aaron. Then God
sorted out the situation. He led them. He told them which
way to take. He led them into the land flowing with milk
and honey.

For the Lord’s portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his
inheritance.

He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling
wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept
him as the apple of his eye.
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So the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange
god with him.

He made him ride on the high places of the earth, that he

might eat the increase of the fields; and he made him to

suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock;
Deuteronomy 32:9-13

The Lord alone led Israel into Canaan. They had the pillar
of cloud in the day, and the pillar of fire at night. With
these, they knew when to move and when to remain in
camp. The ability to successfully move from the beginning
to the end of your vision is dependent on how much you
rely on God’s direction. Your mission on earth is from
God; therefore, the direction you need to attain it must also
be from Him.

The Old Testament saints were led in diverse ways. Some
spoke face to face with God, some others received the
Word as the Spirit of the Lord came upon them. Others
received direction through visions and dreams. Angels even
brought messages to quite a number of them. The prophets
and seers of the Old Testament occupied the singular
position of telling the people what to do.

The core of those that will matter this end-time is those that
will be led by God. When you know the way to go, you
will not fall into any ditch. Knowing the way is the only
means of getting to your destination.

Whoever will not follow God’s direction will not arrive at
his destination. The world, the Bible declares, is waiting for
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the manifestation of the sons of God. These are those led by
God. You are a son of God. This is why God gave you a
vision in the first place. You only retain your sonship when
you allow yourself to be led by God. You need direction for
each step you take in ministry. It is dangerous to step out at
any time without having received adequate direction from
God. He is willing to lead you. The Word says:

...| am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to profit,
which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.
Isaiah 48:17

God gave the vision. He knows the way and is willing to
lead you into your Canaan. If He led the Israelites from
Egypt into Canaan, then He will lead you to fulfil your
vision. He does not want you going about like a mule
without direction. That is why He categorically stated:

| will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou
shalt go: | will guide thee with mine eye. Be ye not as the
horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding...
Psalm 32:8-9

You are a son of God, not a stupid ass. Your Father is
willing and eagerly waiting to lead you in the right path.
Hook on to Him and receive instructions for wise steps in
the pursuit of your vision.

| have not had a sleepless night over the ministry since its
inception. | work hard and when I get into my bed, sweet
sleep welcomes me. You only stumble when you are not

linked up with God for direction. You only fail when you

=49 -



don’t receive instructions from His mouth. Sleepless nights
come from not knowing what to do. Before stepping out on
any project, | make sure | have received instructions from
God. This is the only way to sweatless triumph.

There is no mountain, no matter how high, that can stand
on your path when you are acting on direction from above.
King Jehoshaphat was a man who always acted on God’s
directions. He went out to battle with singers against a
mighty host and had an overwhelming victory (2 Chron.
20). Jehoshaphat could have said, "The only way to win a
battle is to fight", and would have carried bows and arrows
to fight against his enemies. It would have been
catastrophic.

King David was a master inquirer. He never attacked or
made a move without first asking God for direction. Even
after the death of Saul, when the coast was clear for him to
become king, he still asked God for what to do. He went to
Hebron first, where he was made king of Judah. It took him
another seven years to be made king over the whole of
Israel.

Following God’s directions always leads to sweatless
triumph. It also leads to prosperity in life and ministry.

How To Receive Direction

How do you receive direction? Know that there is nothing
you can receive without asking. Receiving is a privilege
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reserved for those who ask. No asking, no receiving! When
you are confronted with situations or decisions, and you
don’t know which way to go, ask God and He will tell you
what to do.

The Word

One of the major ways by which God directs is through His
Word. His Word is the truth, it cannot fail. It has been tried
in fire seven times. There is a solution in the Word to every
problem you might encounter in life. The Word of God is
loaded with solutions. A discovery of your way out of that
ugly situation depends on you; you have to do the searching
to locate the way. Embark on a discovery of the ways of
God in His Word, make them your way and success will
surely be yours.

The Holy Spirit

Apart from the Word of God, the Holy Spirit is there to
guide you also. At new birth, you receive an ability to be
sensitive to the Holy Spirit. Activate this by asking the
Holy Spirit for instructions. Remember, the Bible defines
sons as those led by the Spirit of God. If you are born
again, but not led by the Spirit of God, you are still a baby.
Being led by the Spirit is the seal of your sonship, itis a
mark of spiritual maturity in the faith. When you become a
son, you begin to manifest.

The world is waiting for you to manifest the glory of your
Father on the earth. This manifestation belongs to sons, so
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get in tune with the Holy Spirit for direction and be on the
path to fulfillment.

Take a look at Jesus, He never did anything on His own. He
said: "I speak to the world those things which | have heard
of him" (Jn. 8:26). Also, in verse 28, He said.:

...I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, |
speak these things.

Jesus was totally dependent on God for direction. He
always listened for what steps to take before stepping out.
When he was told that Lazarus had died, He didn’t go
rushing off to his tomb. He listened for God’s instruction
first and when He carried them out, the glory of God was
revealed.

The Holy Spirit in you is there to lead you. He will tell you
what to do and what not to do. He will tell you the right
steps to take. Without Him, there is no technique with
which you can accurately discern the will of God. Even
when you are seeking direction from the Word of God, the
Holy Spirit is the One that leads you to the right Word and
quickens your spirit to it.

A lot of people seek direction through the advice of men.
This is not wrong in itself. But every advice received
should be proved by the Word of God. The Word puts the
final seal on any advice you may receive. If what you have
Is not in accordance with the Word of God, drop it fast.

Circumstances are also not reliable means of guidance. In
everything, God’s Word has the final say. God’s ways are
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ways of peace. When He is the One directing, it will be
accompanied by peace. The Word says:

...He will speak peace unto his people...
Psalm 85:8

A leader always takes the lead. When God is the One
leading you, don’t rush up front with your suggestions.
Wait for Him to lead you. His ways are ways of peace and
pleasantness. He knows where the green pastures are. He
will lead you there. He knows where the pitfalls are, He
will make sure you avoid them. Be sensitive to Him. Open
your spirit to Him and receive instructions from His mouth.
Your ideas may seem right, but they lead to destruction.

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death.
Proverbs 14:12

Make His ways your way, and your success is sure. The
short way is not always the best. Short cuts always end in
defeat. The short cut may end up cutting your destiny into
shreds, even though it may seem shorter. God did not lead
the Israelites through the way of the Philistines. It was a
way out of God’s plan; otherwise, they would never have
made it to Canaan.

Walking in the path of God generates confidence. Even
when faced with obstacles, you are confident because you
know you will overcome them. You see obstacles as
stepping-stones to victory, so you move on with

-B3 -



confidence. God goes before you in the path He has chosen
for you and gives you victory. The Bible says:

| will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight:
| will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder
the bars of iron:
Isaiah 45:2

There is no short cut to making it in ministry. The ways to
success are with God. Get them from Him.
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Chapter 5

The Faith Connection

The Christian walk is a faith walk, for we walk by faith and
not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7). This is why a Christian is said to
be in the faith. Faith is to a Christian what oxygen is to
living. Faith is the life force behind a Christian. The direst
need of a Christian is to please God and the Bible says,
"Without faith it is impossible to please him" (Heb. 11:6).
If you cannot please God, then the essence of your
Christianity is defeated. What a tragedy then it is, to be
faithless in the faith. You can’t afford to be a faithless
Christian. The Word of God declares:

...Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.
Romans 14:23

To be faithless means to be sinful, and you know that the
wages of sin is death. What does it mean? It simply means
that faithlessness leads to death. This explains why the
subject of faith is very important.

One often hear people say, "This faith message is too
much. Let these preachers talk about something else." But
the message of faith can never be too much. It can’t be
over-preached! Faith is what makes for genuine Christian
living. So, the more it is preached, the more it is imparted
into lives.
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| was called by God to liberate people from all the
oppressions of the devil, through the preaching of the Word
of faith. God saw His people being beaten and battered
under Satan’s attacks. He saw they needed to be free. How
did He go about it? He sent His tool for liberation —the
Word of faith. Faith 1s able to set free. It is God’s
instrument for liberation. No wonder the enemy works so
hard to attack your faith.

Remember Peter? Jesus told him that the enemy desired to
sift him like wheat, but that He had prayed for him; not for
the enemy to run away or for Peter not to die, but for his
faith to stand. Faith is for liberation; it is for exploits,
battles and for living.

Now, we come to the big question. What is faith? Is it a
figment of the imagination? Is it visible and tangible? Let
us see our Master in action. Jesus and His disciples were on
their way to Jerusalem. He was hungry and needed
something to eat immediately. He saw a fig tree, but
unfortunately, it had no figs. He cursed the fig tree saying:

...No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his
disciples heard it.
Mark 11:14

The next day, on their way back to Bethany, His attention
was drawn to the fact that the tree had dried up. Jesus
expressed no surprise, because He not only knew the result
before He uttered the curse, but He already HAD it. The
disciples were amazed. They had never seen such a thing
before. "How can a man speak to a tree and it obeyed
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him?" To them, this was impossible. But they could see the
withered tree before them, so they had no choice, but to
believe it.

However, an explanation was needed and Jesus readily
supplied it in His next statement— ""Have faith in God."
The literal translation of this statement is, "Have the faith
of God." Jesus was telling His followers to have God’s kind
of faith. This is the charge He is giving to all of us today.
He Himself had it and demonstrated it with the fig tree.

What is this faith of God and how does it operate? In
Hebrews 11:3, we are told:

Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed
by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not
made of things which do appear.

God did not create the world from things that are seen. He
created them from things which were formed on His inside.
Remember, His Spirit had been brooding upon the waters
— God then knew what He wanted. He knew the kind of
earth He wanted. He already had it in Him. When He spoke
forth, it manifested in the physical. The God’s kind of faith
"calleth those things which be not as though they were"
(Rom. 4:17). This is why Hebrews 11:1 defines faith thus:

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.

Faith then is tangible, but not in the physical realm. It is a
substance of the unseen, it therefore has physical qualities.
It is not seen with the physical eyes, but with spiritual eyes.
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Faith is the evidence of what you cannot see physically.
This evidence is seen only with the spiritual eyes.

This is why many believers fail to make their faith produce.
They want to see everything with their physical eyes before
they believe. They fail to realize that the truths of God are
perceived with the spiritual eyes before manifesting in the
physical. They put the Word of God into action and wait
for results which never come. They keep wondering what
they are doing wrong. In frustration, they keep on trying
because, according to them, the Word of God says:

...Though it tarry, wait for it;
Habakkuk 2:3

They see everything turning upside down, and like Job,
they say, "even if | die yet will | keep on believing Him."
Some of them fail eventually and end up dying. They die
out of ignorance. They fail to understand that words in
themselves produce nothing; it is the substance on which
they are based which produces the result.

There is the story of a man who wanted a wife desperately.
Everyday he would remind God of his need. Years rolled
by, he couldn’t find anyone he really wanted. He would
start relationships which would eventually broke up
because he always discovered the ladies were not what he
was looking for. He got the understanding of faith one day
and then really "saw" the kind of woman he wanted and
prayed that the woman should come forth. Within three
months, he was married to the woman of his choice.
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You need to have the substance of whatever you are
confessing before the words can produce. In Mark 11:23-
24, Jesus explained how this operates.

For verily | say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto
this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the
sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that

those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall

have whatsoever he saith.

Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall
have them.

Faith is in the heart (your heart is your spirit). The heart is
faith’s medium of operation. If you are going to speak forth
words, the substance of the words must first be in your
heart. What you voice out with your mouth must
undoubtedly agree with what is in your heart. So if you
speak forth and you have no substance of what you say in
your spirit, it means your spirit is not in agreement with
your words; you are therefore releasing empty words. If
you keep saying, "By His stripes | am healed," and cannot
"see" healing in your heart, you cannot be healed. You
must have it in your heart before you can have it physically.

In the above Scripture, for instance, what you hope for is in
verse 23 — "be thou removed and be thou cast into the
sea." This is the substance in your spirit, which you give
voice to. This is what you hope for, what you see in your
heart. So, when you give voice to it, it produces in the
physical, because you have conceived it in the spirit. What
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you desire or hope for must be conceived on your inside
before your words can produce them in the physical.

This is the God kind of faith. This is the faith He expects
you to have. The substance of what you hope for, the
evidence of what you are yet to see.

It Is Yours

Many believers still wonder, even as the disciples did that
day on the way to Bethany, "How can these things be?
How is it possible for me to speak and have what | say?"
They have so belittled themselves, that no matter how
much they know, they think this kind of action is reserved
for a special class of people.

You hear them say, "That great man of God performs so
many miracles. When he speaks, it happens.” It never
occurs to them that the power at work in that man is also
available in them. The God kind of faith is available to you.
If it were not so, Jesus would not have told you to have it.
By virtue of your new birth, you can have this power at
work in you.

...God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation he
that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted
with him.

Acts 10:34-35

God has no favourites. Since you are born of Him, having
accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour, you can
have the faith of God. He has given to you a measure of
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faith at new birth, which has to be built up. When your faith
Is built up to a point of having faith in your words, then you
can have what you say. The faith of God is yours. Discover
it and activate it.

If the faith of God is yours, then where is it? Where is your
faith? This was the same question Jesus asked His disciples
after He had rebuked the fierce storm. They were crossing
over to the other side and there arose a raging storm, which
almost overturned their boat. Meanwhile, Jesus was
sleeping at the stern of the boat. In fear, they woke Him up,
saying, "Master, Master, we perish" (Lk. 8:24).

After He had calmed the storm, He asked them, "Where is
your faith?" You see, their faith was sleeping in the stern of
the boat. They called Him into action and they were saved.
Their faith was in Jesus and Jesus is now in your heart.
Therefore, your faith is in your heart.

The heart is the headquarters of faith. How is faith
produced in you? Faith is produced in you through the
Word of God. As food nourishes the body and gives it
strength, so also does the Word of God nourish the heart
and produce faith.

If your spirit is starved of the Word of God, you will
remain in your infancy stage, unable to move even a pin
with your faith. The Word is what produces substance, that
force which is called faith. It is the spiritual force in you,
which brings the power of God into a situation when you
release the Word from your mouth. The Bible says:
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...The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy
heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth...and shalt believe
In thine heart...thou shalt be saved.

For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
Romans 10:8-10

Let the Word of God produce faith (the force needed for
exploits) in your heart. This is the foundation you need for
a life of exploits and signs and wonders. Faith is produced
in the heart. The only form of believing which can yield
result in God’s system is that which is done in your heart,
not in your head or eyes.

What one believes in one’s heart can only become a
physical reality when it is expressed. Faith has to be
expressed before it can produce. If Jesus had kept what He
wanted to happen to the fig tree in His heart, nothing would
have happened. Also, if God had not spoken, the world
would not have been formed.

Speak forth what you believe. Faith becomes a creative
force when it is expressed through spoken words. If a
decree is made in the natural world and it is not proclaimed
publicly, nobody obeys it, because nobody has heard it.
Apostle Paul in writing to the Corinthians said:

We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is
written, | believed, and therefore have | spoken; we also
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believe, and therefore speak;
2 Corinthians 4:13

If you believe, then you must express your faith by saying
what you believe. You have potent spiritual substance
(faith) in you. When you speak it out, you release it into the
atmosphere, to accomplish the spiritual things you have
settled in your heart. Your mountains are removed
spiritually when you believe, but are only manifested
physically as you speak what you believe.

In Mark 11:23, Jesus says when you speak forth what you
believe in your heart to obstacles and problems, you shall
have what you say. You are demonstrating your confidence
in God and also your persuasion that the Word of God will
produce the expected results. No mountain can resist what
you speak forth in faith.

Speaking to prophet Jeremiah, who had to face a lot of
obstacles in his ministry, God said, "...I will make my
words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood and it shall
devour them" (Jer. 5:14). The Word of God in your mouth
can devour anything that constitutes a hindrance in your
way. Everything God does not intend for you is a hindrance
and stranger, and Psalm 18:44-45 says:

As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me: the
strangers shall submit themselves unto me. The strangers
shall fade away, and be afraid out of their close places.

When "strangers" around you hear your confession of faith,
they have no choice but to disappear. This is faith in action.
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You need to put your faith into action, for it to yield the
desired results. Speak and act what you desire. This is the
action God needs, to be able to bring you your desired
blessings. For instance, when you speak forth the Word of
faith, "By His stripes, | am healed", then get up from your
bed, go about your business and your healing will manifest.

Another point you need to know is that faith is operated in
the open. You believe in your heart, but your words have to
be spoken for all to hear. When Jesus spoke to the fig tree,
His disciples heard it. A lot of believers are ashamed to
demonstrate their faith publicly. When in their rooms, they
do all the speaking and think that is enough. But Jesus said:

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will
| confess also before my Father which is in heaven.

But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also
deny before my Father which is in heaven.
Matthew 10:32-33

When you keep asking yourself what people will think or
say when you put your faith into action, then you are not
ready for your desired blessing. In order to walk the walk
of faith, you have to be immune to mockery, ridicule and
scoffing. For instance, if you are believing God for a baby,
you go ahead and buy your baby things without shame.

The marriage feast in Cana is a very good example. Wine
was exhausted and a lot of people were still demanding for
more. The six huge water pots used for the wine were
placed in a position where everyone could see them. Jesus
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asked the servants to fill them with water. What a
ridiculous instruction, but the servants obeyed. Can you
Imagine the ridicule and scoffing they endured? But their
action brought the expected result — the water was turned
into wine!

Also, at the raising of Jairus’ daughter. When Jesus said,
"The maid is not dead, but sleepeth™, we are told that "They
laughed him to scorn." (Matt. 9:24). Jesus proclaimed His
faith publicly by saying that the little girl was only sleeping
and it aroused ridicule from the people. But this was faith
and it produced the expected result.

Do you want the power of God to be made manifest in your
life? Then go ahead and demonstrate your faith. Do not be
afraid of mockery. Ridicule does not kill. Do not be afraid
of failure. Go ahead and do your part, God will surely do
His.

Why Faith?

Why do we need faith? Why is faith so necessary in our
lives as Christians? Our God is a faith God. Everything He
created, He created by faith. If our God is a faith God, and
we are His children, then we must be faith children. Like
begets like.

Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed
by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not
made of things which do appear.

Hebrews 11:3
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Everything we see today is as a result of the faith of God.
His faith made you. Jesus came to demonstrate a life of
faith. All His needs were supernaturally met. All the
exploits He did were by faith. Thus, if you are born of God,
and like begets like, then you are like your Father. You are
a faith son or daughter. This is why Christianity is called
"The faith." Often, when someone wants to say Brother X
Is a Christian or born again, he says, "Brother X is in the
faith."

Christianity is a faith walk. When you become born again,
you are born into the faith. You are in a new kingdom, the
kingdom of God’s Son, Jesus. In this kingdom, faith is an
indispensable force for living and exploits in life and
ministry.

Salvation is by faith. This is the new birth and the Bible
says:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Ephesians 2:8

Healing is by faith.

And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of
blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem
of his garment:

For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment,
| shall be whole.
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But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said,
Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee
whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour.

Matthew 9:20-22

Victory in life is by faith.

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
1 John 5:4

Living as a whole, is by faith.

...The just shall live by faith.
Romans 1:17

Your whole life, therefore, is a faith life. It is not only
healing, prosperity, etc, you get by faith, but your whole
life and daily business as a Christian should be one of total
and constant dependence on God.

A major law in the kingdom is "according to your faith, be
it unto you." In everything you do in the kingdom, your
result is dependent on the measure of faith you have. If you
are to be greatly used, you need to have great faith. The
Bible drives home the importance of faith by affirming that
anything done outside of it is sin. "For whatsoever is not of
faith is sin" (Rom. 14:23).

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
Hebrews 11:6
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All the patriarchs who obtained a good report listed in
Hebrews 11, did so through faith. The exploits they did in
their lives and ministries were done through faith. It was:

...Through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,

Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
Hebrews 11:33-34

You have been programmed in such a way that you cannot
do anything in life without faith. You will always need His
help in the pursuit of your set goals in ministry. If you want
a life of exploits, you have to remain attached to the Vine,
to draw strength and all the nourishment that will enable
you produce excellent results.

Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except
ye abide in me,

| am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me,
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing.
John 15:4-5

How do you remain connected to the power source?

The Word: This is the food that nourishes your spirit and
produces faith in you. Anything you accomplish in life
depends on the amount of substance, power and
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nourishment you have drawn from your source. The
substance in you determines the outcome of every situation.

Prayer: You secure power through prayer, which is only
effective through faith; as it is the prayer of faith that will
heal the sick.

Is any among you afflicted? let him pray... And the prayer
of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him

up...
James 5:13,15

Praying in the Spirit is also another way of drawing
nourishment from your source. When you pray in the
Spirit, your understanding is unfruitful, but you speak
mysteries in the Spirit, which help to build up your faith.

But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Ghost
Jude 1:20

Paul said:

He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself..
1 Corinthians 14:4

These Scriptures mean the same thing, because to build up
your faith means to edify yourself. When you pray in the
Spirit, your spirit does the praying with the assistance of
the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost is the One who teaches us
the Word. He unveils mysteries embedded in the Word to
us.
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While praying in the Spirit, The Holy Ghost brings to your
remembrance Scriptures that are relevant to your prayer
point and unveils the mysteries behind them to you. But He
can only bring to your memory those Scriptures you
already know. This is why your constant reading and
meditating on the Word of God is of paramount
Importance.

Prayer is communion with the power source, which can
only be effective through faith. Every God-ordained task
has always met with stiff opposition from the devil. The
devil is our established adversary and is out to counter
everything of God. That is why the Bible warns that we:

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith...

1 Peter 5:8-9

Thank God, He has provided a way out of every attack.
When troubles are mounting, the question you should ask
yourself is, "Where is my faith?" Your faith is the way out.
It is with it that you resist the devil. Faith is part of the
Christian armour. The Bible says:

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
Ephesians 6:16

The fiery darts include: diseases, sicknesses, want, poverty,
losses, joblessness, broken homes, temptations, unbelief,
and every other imaginable evil. They fly about every
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second of the day and you need faith to subdue them. Your
strength cannot help you, because, "By strength shall no
man prevail." Your connection, who you know, will be of
no use either. Your qualification and beauty cannot provide
a way out. It takes faith to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked.

Faith is what you need to overcome. Every attack of the
devil gives way to faith. Faith is always in command in
every spiritual upheaval. The Word says: "For whatsoever
Is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory
that overcometh the world, even our faith” (1 Jn. 5:4).

It is "whatsoever," not whosoever. This then includes you
and everything that is committed into your hands. You are
born of God; therefore, you are to overcome the world.
Your home is born of God; therefore, it must overcome all
attacks and stand fast. Your vision is born of God,;
therefore, it must stand, no matter the attacks. Your
ministry is appointed by God; so, it will overcome the
obstacles before it. God has given us the victory, the power
to overcome through our faith.

Faith is the overcomers’ armour. It acts as a shield, and is
different from the natural shield used in battles, which only
covers the front and leaves the back open to attacks. The
shield of faith encompasses you about. It is spread all
around you and leaves no access for the devil’s arrows to
reach you, no matter from which direction they are shot.

Put your shield of faith in place and it will be impossible
for the devil to get at you. In fact, you will become a terror
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to the kingdom of darkness, and when they cry out, "Jesus |
know, Paul | know," they will add your name to the list.

Your Ground For Faith

Any house not built on a solid foundation is bound to
collapse when floods and storms rise against it. How firmly
a house stands depends on how solid the foundation is.

Your faith must have a solid foundation, for it to withstand
all the attacks of the enemy. It must have a basis on which

it stands, a reliable source, so that even when it is weak or

failing, you can build it up again.

When Peter’s faith failed him at the arrest of Jesus, he was
at the height of despair. His faith could not stand the
probing question of the little girl. He swore and cursed that
he had never met Jesus in his entire life. This was like high
treason. It was a betrayal. When Peter realized what had
happened, he wept. He was ashamed of himself. He fell,
but he got up again. What got him up?

It was the solid foundation he had that got him up and took
him to greater heights. He had been with the Master. He
had been very close to Him. Jesus was his foundation. This
solid foundation made him to get up again when he fell.

On what ground is your faith built? Is it built on your
strength? Or perhaps on the connection you have with great
men of God? What is the basis for your faith? Is it based on
what that man has done? You know, "if he can do it (and |
know the kind of person he is), then I can do it better." On
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what is your ministry built? Is it built on your experience in
occultism or in the world when you were in the camp of the
devil? Is it based on your experience when you supposedly
came from the dead?

You might be surprised at all these questions, but they are
all valid. A lot of people have different grounds for their
faith. They have different reasons which, to them, are solid
enough for doing what they do.

| know a woman who used to be at the highest echelon of
affairs in the kingdom of the devil. She became converted
and still thought she could use the spiritual experience she
acquired when she was in the camp of the devil to set up a
ministry. She failed woefully and died a most shameful
death. But she needn’t have died. All she needed to have
done was to put away all her so-called experience and start
a new foundation with Jesus.

You often hear a lot of believers making confessions of
faith, but if you really probe deep, you will discover that
the basis for their confessions is not God, but someone or
something. A believer going for an interview might be
saying, "I know | have passed, in the name of Jesus," but
his faith is not on God’s ability to help him. Rather, his
confidence is in his uncle, who is the chairman of the
interview panel. A minister might be confessing, "l believe
I receive the 25,000 naira needed for the project, in Jesus’
name," but his eyes and mind are not stayed on God for this
provision, but on that rich man in the congregation. His
faith and his confessions are based on the wealth of that
man.
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The Bible says we should continually examine ourselves, if
we be in the faith. Examine yourself. What is your faith
based on? On what or whom is the confession of faith you
make based?

There is only one solid foundation on which faith can be
built — Jesus and what He has done. So for your faith to
have a solid foundation, you need to know who Jesus is and
know what He has done for you. Who is Jesus? He is the
Word of God. It was through Him that the universe and all
that are in it were made. All things are in His hands and He
upholds them by the Word of His power. He is the Son of
God.

...His Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds;

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express
image of his person, and upholding all things by the word
of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat

down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
Hebrews 1:2-3

We are also told that Jesus is "the power of God and
wisdom of God" (1 Cor. 1:24). Our minds are too small to
grasp who Jesus is. He is the great | AM. He is the Way,
the Truth and the Life. He is the good Shepherd, who laid
down His life for the sheep. Jesus is everything to the
believer. He is the source of our being. He is Life, therefore
without Him you have no life. He is the reason why we
live.
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The Bible is the Word of God and the Word of God is
Jesus. Get into the Word and dig deep and who Jesus is will
be revealed to you more and more each day.

Knowing who Jesus is is not enough. You have to know
what He has done for you. These together form the solid
foundation on which your faith should be built. When you
know these, then you can determine if the One you serve is
big enough to help you or not.

Jesus took our place and died at calvary, so that we might
be free from sin and Satan. He came and defeated Satan on
our behalf, so we might have victory in life.

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having
forgiven you all trespasses;

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross;

And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a
show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.
Colossians 2:13-15

These are what Jesus did. Everything the devil had written
against you, He took out of your way. In place of sickness,
He gave you health. For failure, He gave you success; for
poverty, abundance; for weakness, strength; in place of the
curses of the law, the blessings of Abraham; in place of sin,
righteousness.
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He defeated Satan and stripped him of all his authority over
us; He gave us back the authority and everything we lost in
Adam. By virtue of His death and His shed blood, He gave
us access to God; and being sons, we have access to every
privilege of sonship.

We are heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus, the only
begotten Son. We have access to all that God has to offer
— power, mercy, favour, protection, provision, etc. We are
backed up by Him in everything we do and know that in
His infinite power and love, He is able and willing to help
us. Now we know that with God we can triumph and excel
in every situation, since all power belongs to Him.

Through Jesus, we have access to the Word of God, which
can produce effectual results in our lives. After He
ascended to heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit to represent
Him on earth. The Holy Spirit is the third Person in the
Trinity, and is at work presently on earth. Through Jesus,
we have the Holy Spirit working in us, for us and through
us.

Also, by virtue of what Jesus accomplished on the cross,
we have access to His name and blood. We also possess all
the power that goes with them. The angels of God who
excel in strength are also at our service.

With all these, you are on a solid rock; you have a solid
foundation. Build on it. Even if your faith fails, it can be
built up again.
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Faith Supplements

This chapter on faith will not be complete if certain
ingredients that are necessary for faith to operate are not
mentioned. There are certain factors that help faith to be
productive:;

Love

Love is very essential in our faith walk. It is an attribute of
God. All His dealings with mankind is rooted in love. The
greatest of all, which is salvation, was motivated by love.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.

John 3:16

God is love and wants to use us as channels of His love. He
has given us faith, but He expects our faith to operate in
love.

For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing,
nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.
Galatians 5:6

Faith cannot work outside love. A believer who does not
walk in love, will have nothing to show for his faith. If you
bear grudges or harbour bitterness in your heart against
someone, your faith will be of no effect.

If you want the vision of God’s glory and power in your
life to be made manifest, make love your cardinal principle
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of life. God can never operate in an atmosphere full of
strife, selfishness, hatred and the like. Such an atmosphere
can hinder the move of the Holy Spirit.

Keep To Your Source

It is important that you rely on God alone for all your
needs. God is Jehovah EI-Shaddai; He is all-sufficient. He
IS more than enough to meet your needs. He could choose
to go through men or objects, but He is not necessarily
bound to any. If you have an alternative source, God will
not help you, because His glory He will share with no one.
He is a jealous God. In Exodus 34:14, we are told that
God’s name 1s Jealous. Look absolutely unto God in all
situations.

Righteousness

The force of righteousness makes faith to produce. If you
want God’s power to work through you, you have to
abstain from sin. This is why the fear of God attracts
blessings from Him, it entails having holy reverence for His
Word. It is difficult for a man who has the fear of God to
sin. A man can only fall into sin when he steps out of the
fear of God.

Just as love is a fundamental prerequisite for one’s faith to
produce, so is sin a fundamental hindrance to the effectual
working of faith. Paul by the Spirit of God commands:

...Come out from among them, and be ye separate...and
touch not the unclean thing...
2 Corinthians 6:17
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The unclean thing ranges from the smallest and seemingly
harmless lie to murder. Every sin is sin, no matter how
small or great it may be in the eyes of men. God is of purer
eyes than to behold iniquity. Purification of self is therefore
another gateway to the effectual working of faith.

Be At Rest

Your attitude matters a lot in your faith walk. It is therefore
necessary that you maintain the right attitude, if your faith
must produce. Let anxiety and impatience be far from you,
for they are marks of unbelief. Instead, have a relaxed
attitude. Be relaxed in your expectation and maintain an
atmosphere of praise to God. God inhabits the praises of
His people. Praise brings God into a situation and moves
Him to act. Maintain an attitude of praise and face every
task before you willingly and gladly.

It is dangerous to complain, murmur or grumble; they will
rob you of all your blessings. Those that murmured in the
wilderness were not spared. Therefore be relaxed in your
faith walk, giving praise to God. No matter the situation,
serve the Lord with joyfulness and gladness of heart;
otherwise, the Bible says:

Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with joyfulness,
and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things;

Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the Lord
shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in
nakedness, and in want of all things: and he shall put a
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yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed thee.
Deuteronomy 28:47-48

The importance of faith in a Christian’s life and ministry
cannot be overemphasized. It is the pathway to a life of
exploits, so get on this pathway today. Let faith permeate
every aspect of your life.
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Chapter 6

The Force of Zeal

Zeal is one of the dynamic forces for accomplishment in
life. A prominent place is carved out for this force in the
Bible. God the Father is portrayed as a zealous God.

For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they
that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the Lord of hosts
shall do this.

2 Kings 19:31

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this.

Isaiah 9:7

Jesus, the Son of God, could not achieve His mission
without zeal. He was a zealous Master.

For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the
reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon
me.

Psalm 69:9

...The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.
John 2:17
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What then is zeal? It can be defined as a driving force that
propels one towards accomplishment in life. It is an
essential tool for performance. It is no mere emotion; it is a
tangible inner force, a drive that is required for any form of
achievement in life. If zeal is a force for accomplishment,
then there must be a mission, a cause in view. Men of zeal
are men with a mission. Zeal is the force that determines
whether one will accomplish one’s mission or not.

God never gives a task without giving the zeal to
accomplish it. Though in itself zeal does not get the job
done, yet it pushes one on to work at all cost, enduring all
hardness for the sake of the mission. Zeal strengthens one
for endurance.

With the force of zeal, mountains become plain grounds,
obstacles give way. Zeal pushes one to accomplish the
iImpossible. The force of zeal makes every impossibility
become possible.

Jesus was eaten up with zeal for His mission. With the
force of zeal in Him, the opposition of the Pharisees was
reduced to nothingness, harsh living conditions meant
nothing to Him, food was meaningless. What then?

..My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish
his work.
John 4:34

Zeal is the force that pushes you on, in spite of all odds, to
see the glorious end of your mission. You see the glory in
front of you and the zeal burns in you, to bring it to
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manifestation. Jesus saw the joy of accomplishment before
Him and it generated a force of zeal in Him that made
every obstacle look like a toy.

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of

the throne of God.
Hebrews 12:2

Zeal motivates bold steps. It puts off discouragement and
distraction. It guarantees steadfastness and rejoices in hope.
It is an inner fire that craves for results. Elijah was a
zealous prophet; his hope and cause was to revive the true
worship of God in Israel. For this cause, he faced a whole
nation and its king.

Paul was a zealous apostle. Statements like these confirm
it

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Philippians 1:21

...Woe is unto me, if | preach not the gospel!
1 Corinthians 9:16

He had a mission, a cause. He embarked on the
accomplishment of his task with all vigour. Seeing the
Gentiles saved was his joy. His zeal knew no bounds. He
faced every imaginable obstacle, but none could stand the
force of zeal burning on his inside.
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What is your mission? What is the joy you expect at the
end of it. Fix your eyes on your glorious end and your zeal
will know no bounds. A song writer paints this vital force
of life this way: "The zeal of God has consumed me, it
burns in my soul; a driving force that cannot be stopped; a
fire that cannot be quenched..."

Yes, it is a fire that burns. It is a force that drives. When it
burns, it cannot be quenched; when it drives, it cannot be
stopped. If you cannot be stopped, and you cannot be
quenched, you must of a necessity, end up a star.

Someone once asked me if | had ever encountered any
problems in ministry. My swift reply was, "May be
problems came, but I didn’t know they were problems!"
The zeal for accomplishment made me smile at the face of
every obstacle.

Isaac Watts, who invented electricity, was said to have
been asked how many times he had failed before eventually
coming up with his desired result. He reply was that he
didn’t fail once, but only discovered how many ways it
would not work!

Zeal never accepts failure. It sees every obstacle as a
stepping stone to the anticipated result. It is time you got
clothed with zeal as with a garment.

One of the products of zeal is dedication. This is the act of
total surrender and devotion to a particular cause. It is a
major requirement in life, as it is required for progressive
living. Dedication is unreserved commitment — the giving
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of oneself to the pursuit of a mission. When you know your
mission and you give it all it takes, you are said to be
dedicated. It is the pathway to outstanding success.

If you want your vision on earth to produce the expected
results, then you must dedicate yourself to seeing it come to
pass. This calls for a complete identification with your
ministry. Your eyes are fully focused on it. The Word of
God says:

The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be
single, thy whole body shall be full of light.
Matthew 6:22

You have a responsibility to pursue your vision with
singleness of mind and purpose, allowing no distraction.
There will be a lot of other things and people clamouring
for your energy and time, but refuse to be moved. Do not
allow yourself to be shifted from the path of your vision.
Esther was a woman dedicated to the cause of her people.
When faced with a major decision, she considered not her
own convenience. She gave up herself unreservedly for the
cause. She resolved to perish if necessary (Esth. 4). You
and I know that she didn’t perish, because God rewards
total commitment to a God-given cause.

Also Daniel, Shedrach, Meshach and Abednego were men
who rose to great heights in a foreign land, due to their
unreserved commitment to the worship of the only true
God. Jesus emphasized this point in the New Testament:
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He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his
life for my sake shall find it.
Matthew 10:39

This means that anyone who clings to his life in this world,
instead of facing up to the challenge blocking the
fulfillment of his vision, will lose his life. On the other
hand, a man who resolves to lose his life for the furtherance
of his God-given cause, will find it in abundance, as
Shedrach, Meshach and Abednego did.

Be fully dedicated to whatever vision you have been given.
Halfheartedness leads to failure. There is no seed that
becomes a fruit until it is committed to the soil.

...Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.
John 12:24

Make all you have available for the execution of your
vision. Pursue it with all your might. Put into it all your
physical, mental, spiritual and material resources. Absolute
surrenderedness to your cause is the key to upliftment in
the kingdom.

How much you realise your vision is greatly determined by
your level of commitment. So commit yourself to the
purpose for which you are alive. Your commitment and
zeal will draw the hand of God into your situation and He
will lift you up to great and unexpected heights in Him.
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Chapter 7
Wisdom

Everyone is born with natural wisdom: the kind that
operates on sensual facts like touch, hearing, taste, smell,
and sight. It is limited to sensual realities. But, there is
another kind of wisdom which is above the natural kind and
Is not found in everyone. It is supernatural —the wisdom of
God. This kind of wisdom begins with the fear of the Lord,
which in the New Testament language means the new birth.

The wisdom of God, which is what we are talking about
here, is the principal thing. This is especially true in the
work of ministry, which involves creating something from
nothing.

Through wisdom is an house builded; and by
understanding it is established:
Proverbs 24:3

Wisdom is the ultimate in creation or building. It is a
creative force that produces something out of nothing. The
Living Bible renders Proverbs 24:3-4 like this:

Any enterprise is built by wise planning, becomes strong
through common sense, and profits wonderfully by keeping
abreast of the facts
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Wisdom is a major asset and it guarantees successful living
and a sweatless ministry. God, the Father, created the world
by wisdom.

The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth; by
understanding hath he established the heavens.
Proverbs 3:19

Wisdom founded the earth and understanding established it.
Wisdom and understanding go hand in hand. Wisdom
creates, while understanding concretizes what has been
created.

Every ministry is a form of a house or building. Apostle
Paul referred to himself as a master builder. Without
wisdom, no ministry can amount to anything. It is through
wisdom that one experiences a breakthrough in ministry.
Without it, the task becomes burdensome, because in it is
better than strength. Ecclesiastes 9:14-18 tells us of a poor
man who saved a whole city through wisdom. If you want a
successful ministry, get the wisdom of God, and with it, get
understanding.

Jesus displayed a lot of wisdom and understanding in His
ministry. It was built on wisdom. You too have access to
the wisdom of God, because you have the mind of Christ.
With it, you have the ability to create what you do not have.
Jesus said:

For | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your
adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.
Luke 21:15

-88 -



If you have received Jesus into your heart, then you have
the wisdom of God in you; for, He is "the power of God
and wisdom of God" (1 Cor. 1:24). He has been "made
unto us wisdom" (1 Cor. 1:30). Stephen had the wisdom of
God in him and it is written "They were not able to resist
the wisdom...by which he spake" (Acts 6:10).

Wisdom is God’s instrument for creativity. The human
creative ability is tied to it and it resides in the mind. The
mind is the seat of wisdom and understanding. If Jesus
Christ is your Lord and Saviour, then you have that creative
ability in you. Jesus was the principal architect of creation.
He is the Word of God and He is also the Wisdom of God.
If He is in you, then the forces of creativity reside in you!
They are in your mind (the seat of wisdom).

The Gift of a Sound Mind

The mind is the instrument for creativity. You need your
mind for a resourceful, progressive and innovative
ministry. | see a lot of ministers going from place to place,
seeking one form of assistance or the other.

The greatest assistance you need in ministry is the gift God
has given you, and that gift is your mind. This is the
greatest covenant asset for prominence, excellence and
royalty. God knew before hand, all the obstacles you will
face in carrying out your task. He therefore equipped you
for the job by giving you a mind, which is not just an
ordinary mind, but a sound mind
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For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power,
and of love, and of a sound mind.
2 Timothy 1:7

Believers have the gift of a sound mind. Since your mind is
a gift from God, it is forever. It is yours to use to His glory.
It cannot be taken back, because the gifts and callings of
God are without repentance (Rom. 11:29).

The Bible further tells us that the mind you have been
given is the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16). If you have the
mind of Christ, then you should think and reason as He did.
You should not go around "as the horse, or as the mule,
which have no understanding..." (Ps. 32:9). You should use
your mind to reason and work things out.

How did Jesus act? He was never stranded. There was
never a time He didn’t know what to do. He had the right
answer to every question, He was perfectly in control of
every situation. For example, there was a time the people
wanted a case against Him and tried to lure Him into saying
something against the government, so that they could have
Him arrested and silenced. "Is it right to pay taxes to
Caesar?" they asked Him. But as usual, Jesus knew what
was in their minds and gave them an answer so full of
wisdom, that the Bible says, "When they had heard these
words, they marvelled and left him, and went their way"
(Matt. 22:22).

At another time, His enemies wanted to make Him say a
word against the laws of Moses, which was considered to
be a very serious offence. One could be killed for it. A
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woman who was caught in the act of adultery was brought
to Him in John 8. The Jews, tempting Him, asked, "Moses
said we should stone to death anyone caught in adultery.
But what have You to say about this matter? Do we stone
her or not? Do we obey Moses or not?"

As usual, the answer Jesus gave sent all the woman’s
accusers away. His mind was so sound that He could
discern what one was thinking about by merely looking at
the person. He would usually ask, "Why are you thinking
such thoughts in your mind?"

You too have the same mind as Jesus. He used it to the
glory of God and was master of situations and
circumstances. You can be the same, if you want to; but
you have a duty to perform — to make the gift of the sound
mind in you function.

How do you make it function? The Bible gives us a ready
answer:

...otir up the gift of God, which is in thee...
2 Timothy 1:6

It is your duty to stir up your mind and use it to explore the
commission God has placed in your hands, and you will
find out that there is no end to sound and new ideas. Loose
your mind for exploration and productivity. Stir it up for
maximum profiting. The tool for the stirring up the mind is
the Word of God. Renew your mind with it. Get it stirred
up by renewing it with the Word of God.
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At salvation, new life is ignited into the totality of man —
spirit, soul and body; he, however, owes himself the
responsibility of stirring it into action. He has given you
His Word — the tool for the reawakening of your mind.

...Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God.

Romans 12:2

It is only if your mind is transformed that you can explore
and prove what the will of God is. You can only have
sound judgement and discernment through your renewed
mind, so, stir it up with the Word of God. The Word is the
rod of God. Micah 7:14 says, "Feed thy people with thy
rod." Earlier on in chapter 6:9, we are told, "Hear ye the
rod." It is your duty to listen to the Word and eat it, because
the Word is food indeed. Feed on it and your mind will be
built up to think and act like God.

A pitiable occurrence noticed in christendom today is that
of Christians trying to succeed with their spirit alone. Their
main weapon, they say, is fasting and prayer. So they spend
three quarters of their lives fasting. You often hear them
say, "God has given me a commission to evangelize India,
so every other week, | embark on a dry fast, to get Him to
bring this commission to pass."

There is a place for prayer and fasting, and also a place, a
highly prominent one at that, for reasoning and proving!
God wants us to reason with Him when He gives us
specific assignments. He calls us to come and reason with
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Him. "Let us plead together" in Isaiah 43:26 also means,
"let us reason together." He expects us to come with sound
reasoning based on His Word, for practical steps on how to
carry out our tasks.

The man to evangelize India, for instance, might not have
worked out any plan of invasion. He might not even know
which continent India is located, let alone the airline to take
him there. But there he is ignorantly waiting for God to
dole out for him a special package on how to go about his
task! God has never done that and will not start it with you.
When He told Abraham to depart, He never told him where
to go. He didn’t tell him whether to pitch his camp on a tree
or not. Abraham figured this out for himself.

God does not expect you to use common worldly sense,
because He has called you out of that which is worldly. He
expects you to use your redemptive sense.

Never turn faith into foolishness. Abraham is the father of
faith, but he was never foolish. Many people think he just
acted on blind faith when he went to sacrifice Isaac. This is
a gross misconception. He was a man of faith, but he was
neither blind nor dumb. He used his mind!

He reasoned within himself that God was able to raise up
more sons for him. He didn’t tell Sarah or she would have
gone berserk. He didn’t tell Isaac or he might have escaped.
Neither did he tell the servants, because they would have
thought him crazy. Abraham was not foolish! He had faith;
but he also reasoned and acted wisely. The Living Bible
version of Proverbs 24:3-4 says:.
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Any enterprise is built by wise planning, becomes strong
through common (redemptive) sense and profits
wonderfully by keeping abreast of the facts

Wisdom should be the basis for any commission or task
God puts into your hands. With it as a base, you are billed
to reign in life. When others are stranded, you will still be
taking sure and purposeful steps. This is because you are
putting the mind of God in you to maximum use. This is
wisdom and the Bible declares, "By me (wisdom) kings
reign, and princes decree justice" (Prov. 8:15).

When | was called into ministry to preach the Word of
faith, | prayed for the fulfilment of the commission all
right, but I also used my mind. First of all, | settled down
with God to get some important and fundamental answers
from Him. | asked Him: "Now that You have called me to
preach, where will my food come from?" He answered: "Ye
shall serve the Lord thy God and he shall bless thy bread
and thy water" (Ex. 23:25).

Then | said, "Lord, | see a lot of people around me who
serve You, but who go from house to house, begging for
bread and water. You know I don’t know how to beg." And
He told me, "The labourer is worthy of his wages." So |
said, "If my wages is in labouring, I will labour; but there
are a lot of people who are labouring and are yet hardly
getting sufficient nourishment for themselves." He replied,
"When you minister spiritual things, | will cause the
recipients to minister material things to you. The material
things you get will depend on the spiritual impact you have
made." This was in clear language.
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My mind assessed it and took it in. It was proved and
accepted. I now know how to get my food: making myself
a spiritual bank, a reservoir for God’s people. I got this into
my system and it has been the basis for this ministry. We
have never had to borrow and have never been in debt.

This is wisdom from above. It is deposited in you on the
day you accept Jesus as your Lord and Saviour; for He is
the wisdom and power of God, and in Him "are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (Col. 2:3).

Your spirit alone cannot carry out your commission. Man is
a tripartite being, comprising the spirit, soul (mind) and
body. They each have their parts to play in the moulding of
a man’s destiny. Your spirit receives heavenly ideas from
God and drops them into your mind. Your mind analyses
and gets an understanding of them. The members of your
body then put into action what your mind has worked out.
Your spirit cannot carry out the ideas from God and cannot
reach your body except through your mind.

A lot of ideas are deposited in some people’s minds by the
Spirit, but they write them off as impossible. Know this:
you serve a God who specializes in impossibilities. So, do
not write off any idea from Him as impossible. Use your
mind, and as you explore it, more ways of achieving it will
be opened to you.

Beloved, your mind is very important and crucial in the
achievement of your objectives. It therefore needs to be
developed.
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And the child (Jesus) grew, and waxed strong in spirit,
filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.
Luke 2:40

And Jesus increased in wisdom (mentally) and stature
(physically), and in favour with God and man.
Luke 2:52

Jesus grew in the three realms of being. His Spirit, mind
and body developed. Man must grow in these three
dimensions also.

The ball is in your court. God has done His part, you do
your own. Shedrach, Meshach, Abednego and Daniel
developed themselves. They developed in the three
dimensions — spirit, soul and body. They refused to defile
themselves with the king’s delicacies and refreshments.
Instead, they gave their minds to learning and studying.
They got to know God in His power and might. They had
an understanding of who He is and what He can do. They
explored and God gave.

The Bible says, "God gave them knowledge and skill in all
learning and wisdom" (Dan. 1:17). This brought them to
limelight. They were lifted into prominence. The king
found that they stood out among their mates, they excelled
above them all. They were found to be ten times better than
all the magicians and astrologers (Dan. 1:20). This is
dignity. No wonder they were lifted to the highest echelon
in the kingdom. What a promotion! What an upliftment!
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Wisdom is a tool for promotion and honour. Joseph was
called upon to interpret Pharaoh’s dream. God gave him the
interpretation and also dropped the solution of the problem
into his spirit. Joseph could have rejected the idea and
writen it off as impossible, but he didn’t. He explored it in
his mind, saw it was workable and went ahead to tell it to
Pharaoh. Pharaoh recognized the heavenly origin of the
idea and asked his people:

...Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the
Spirit of God is? ...There is none so discreet and wise as
thou art:

Genesis 41:38-39

He was given the task of storing food for seven years, the
period the famine lasted. He had no chemicals. He had no
knowledge of the modern storage facilities we have now.
Food storage is still a major problem in many third world
countries today. When food is in season, there is plenty, but
once it is out of season, it becomes scarce, due to lack of
proper long term storage facilities.

Imagine then what it was like in Joseph’s time. We are
talking about thousands of years back. Joseph had this task
before him. He knew he could handle it and that he must
make a success out of it. You see, when an assignment
becomes a task, the senses come alive. Joseph’s mind rose
up to the challenge and he was able to devise a means of
storing food for fourteen years! This is almost incredible,
but it is true.
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This singular act took him to the highest position in Egypt:
he was next to Pharaoh. A slave, a foreigner, became a
prime minister in a foreign land! Think about it! This could
be you, but the Bible says we belong of a better covenant.
You have in you the ability to do better than Joseph did.

Peter’s excellent sermon at Pentecost must have been a
product of a sound mind. Also, Stephen summarized a
comprehensive history of God’s covenant with Abraham
and his seed, including man’s redemption by Jesus Christ in
Impeccable diction. He spoke with great wisdom:

And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit
by which he spake.
Acts 6:10

This is in fulfilment of what Jesus said in Luke 21:15:

For | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your
adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.

Wisdom is deposited in your mind, explore it for maximum
profiting. The devil knows that you can only enter into the
glorious aspects of the gospel through your mind, so he
seeks to frustrate this by using one of his deadliest weapons
— the blindfolding of the mind.

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

2 Corinthians 4:4
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Do not allow the devil to blindfold you. When the mind is
blinded, the gospel becomes reproachful. You cannot enter
into the glorious dimension of the gospel with your mind
blinded. You need a healthy mind to enjoy the purpose of
Christ’s coming to the earth. Your mind is your secret for
promotion and upliftment. This is what brings you honour,
excellence and royalty. Loose your mind from the devil’s

grip.

Stir up the resources God has deposited in you. You are a
creative being. You have God’s ability to create in you.
Explore it. Spread it out by making effective use of your
mind. You have all it takes to become the best that God
wants you to be.

Resourcefulness

Resourcefulness is a key word in the ministry business.
Being in ministry is a business. It 1s God’s business. Jesus
Himself said, "Wist ye not that | must be about my Father’s
business?" (Lk. 2:49). If it is God’s business, then it must
be progressive; it must be creative, because God is a God of
progress and creativity. Ministry business must be forward
looking. It must be enterprising and original.

Resourcefulness is making things happen in spite of limited
resources. It is the ability to use what you have to get what
you want. It is being innovative, being inventive. Many
ministries are still as dormant as they were when they first
started. May be there was an initial increase of one hundred
members in two years and they called that progress. If God
were that slow, then He would still have been creating
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some stars or maybe He would have just been half way
through creating the moon by now! Do not treat ministry
business casually. If you do, there will be no room for
growth.

Some ministers give the location of their churches as an
excuse for their lack of progress. Others blame the cities
where they are. They blame other religions. They even go
to the extent of putting the blame on fellow ministers. They
go about looking for someone to blame, just as Adam and
Eve did in the garden of Eden.

Adam blamed Eve, who in turn blamed the serpent,
although they were the ones who gave in to the serpent’s
wiles. They were the guilty ones. If your ministry is not
growing, if it is not shooting forward, no matter the
situation you are in, you are to blame, because you are not
resourceful enough.

There is always a way out every situation. Creativity is the
key. Be resourceful, be creative, be inventive and
Imaginative, and God will grant you increase. The big
ministries you see today did not start where they are now,
they also had small beginnings.

Archbishop Benson Idahosa once pushed truck for survival.
Seeing him today, no one would know he went through all
that. But he pushed ahead with new ideas every day.

The growth of our ministry is a thing which has baffled a
lot of people. But it has not always been like this. In the
beginning of this ministry, the office and meeting place was
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in a games room, where we all used to sit round a table
tennis board. We were happy, but we surged ahead to
achieve the purpose for which we were called.

One thing motivates creativity. It is having well defined
objectives. The Lord does not call without giving a specific
commission. He always calls people to minister to specific
needs in the body of Christ. Some ministers say God has
called them to preach the whole Bible. Beloved, you are too
small to preach the whole Bible! God never calls vaguely,
He calls with specific messages.

What has God called you to preach? Is it healing,
prosperity, faith, holiness? Whatever He has given you is
your message. Your objective should be in taking this
message to the body of Christ. When you have a well
defined objective, you will surely look for avenues to fulfil
your commission.

Our ministry, which today has spread all over Nigeria and
abroad, moved upwards from a games room office through
constructive creative reasoning geared towards achieving
our set goal. We pressed on. We looked out for avenues to
reach the people, because we knew our message was not
just for those coming to the church alone, but for the whole
world.

The commission is: "The hour has come to liberate the
world from all oppressions of the devil, through the
preaching of the Word of faith." It was very specific, so
there was no missing it. The time was defined, the purpose
was well spelt out — to liberate the world from all
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oppressions of the devil. The target is the world, and the
tool is the preaching of the Word of faith. | had my goal
clearly set before me; therefore, | was not moved by
anything. Psalm 16:8 says:

| have set the Lord always before me: because he is at my
right hand, | shall not be moved.

If you have the job God has given you always before you,
nothing will move you. The city in which you are situated
can be the valley of the shadow of darkness, you will not be
moved. There might be lots of Islamic vandals around, you
will not be moved. Your location might be in a city where
every house has its god, you will not be moved. You have
your target, you have your tool and you have God backing
you.

When we first arrived in Kaduna city for ministry, quite a
number of people were skeptical about our mission. Some
felt I was overambitious, others were convinced that the
northerners will not receive our message. But | knew my
mission. | knew that God sent me there. | knew the
message He gave me to preach, so | despised the negative
reports and challenges.

We pressed on, organizing a lot of seminars with
attendance ranging from seventeen to forty. The people
were reached, the news went round and things began to
change. The light had come, darkness receded.

Jacob had the most treacherous master in the Bible. He was
as treacherous, if not more, than Jacob himself. There were
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a lot of odds against Jacob, he had nothing of his own and
had to sweat for fourteen years before he got the woman he
loved. Laban really dealt with him. His wages were
changed several times. He knew there was no way he could
get around Laban. He wanted to be a man standing on his
own, providing for his household. He knew he had to do
something. He was a covenant son.

He found a way where seemingly there was no way. God
opened his eyes to the art of breeding cattle (Gen. 30:31-
43). He determined his wages (which to Laban, was very
foolish) and went ahead to put into action his creative
ideas. The Bible tells us the result in Genesis 30:43:

And the man increased exceedingly, and had much cattle,
and maidservants, and menservants, and camels, and asses.

Jacob became very rich by being creative. He was very
resourceful and this brought him his desired wealth and
riches. He could now provide for himself and his
household.

Is your ministry static? Does there seem to be no way out?
Are you not making a headway? Look back. Search
yourself. What is your goal? What has been your target?
How far have you gone towards reaching it? Have you
spent all your time pursuing other seemingly more
Important goals, which the Lord has not given you, but in
which others seem to be doing excellently well?

Take your eyes from what God has not called you to do.
Fix them instead on your target and with time, ways for
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reaching it will come to you. Do not turn to the left or to
the right. This is the easiest and most subtle way Satan uses
to make men of God derail. He brings something else,
which seems to be working for other ministers and plants it
in a minister’s mind. If he is not wise, he gets off the track
before he even realizes it. Look at Deuteronomy 5:32-33:

Ye shall observe to do therefore as the Lord your God hath
commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand
or to the left.

Ye shall walk in all the ways which the Lord your God hath
commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well
with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land
which ye shall possess.

The Lord has made it clear — do what He has asked you to
do, do not add your own. Do not turn to the right or to the
left. This means that you should neither add to it nor
subtract from it. Do it as raw as He gave it to you.

Fix your eyes on your commission, and as you continue to
seek direction from Him, He shall open the windows of
heaven and rain down upon you heavenly ideas. When you
are not distracted from your calling, necessity will be
placed upon you to expand just where you are. Necessity
breeds challenges, challenges breed inventions and
inventions lead to profiting.

Do not be distracted from your goal. Place it continually
before you. It does not matter how unpopular it may seem.
It does not matter how those in other areas are making it.

-104 -



Do not switch. Do not try to help God by adding what you
think is good.

Saul was sent to completely destroy the Amalekites, not
sparing anything at all, be it man or animal. He did as he
was told, but he also thought he could please God by taking
the best sheep and oxen to sacrifice to Him. Of course,
sacrifices are good. But in this case, Saul was sacrificing in
disobedience. He was acting contrary to God’s instructions
and he was rejected from being king over Israel. What
matters to God is obedience. Samuel said to Saul and to us
too (for all things are written for our example):

...Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of

rams.
1 Samuel 15:22

Obey God. Pursue your commission, and He will show you
ways to progress. He will show you how to enlarge your
coast on all sides. He will teach you the way to follow for
accomplishment. With God, there is always a way.

Wisdom is knowing which way to go. It is knowing how to
handle situations, making them produce the desired results.
Wisdom is knowing the way to make it in life. You are not
created to live an ordinary life by following ordinary ways.
You are created to live an extraordinary life, through the
active use of heaven’s wisdom on earth.
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It is an asset that requires maintenance to be in top form. If
your wisdom level runs down or if you lack wisdom in any
given situation, the Bible tells us in James 1:5:

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him.

The Lord is always ready to give you the wisdom you lack
when you ask in faith and singleness of purpose.

Wisdom is also maintained and increased by meditation on
the Lord’s commandments:

Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than
mine enemies...l have more understanding than all my
teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation.
Psalm 119:98-99

Wisdom has to be activated, to keep it flowing. It can only
be activated through constant use, which leads to maturity.

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil.

Hebrews 5:14

Wisdom is activated when you promptly respond to
challenges of life. The hurdles that come your way are for
you to overcome putting to active use the wisdom of God
in you. You will surely encounter some hurdles where you
are placed. But look at the challenges as doors of
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opportunity to progress. They are stepping-stones to
victory. It is written:

...God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also
make a way to escape...

1 Corinthians 10:13

Look for a way out by the ability of God inside you. It is
only by overcoming challenges that one becomes great.
The bigger the challenge, the greater one becomes. No
ministry can grow bigger than the challenges it encounters
and overcomes. Greatness is not transferable; it is earned.
People who run away from challenges do not mature to
greatness.

Do not be hedged in by tradition. Be confident. Break loose
and manifest the wisdom God has deposited in you. Free
yourself from the fear of failure and you will find it easy to
manifest the wisdom of God in your ministry.

No matter how great a vision is, except the wisdom of God
inside the visionary matches the vision, the vision will die.
No ministry will ever be greater than the wisdom of God. It
Is advisable therefore to receive the wisdom of God for a
breakthrough in your ministry.
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Chapter 8
Diligence

Diligence simply means hardwork. Vision is not for the
idle. Ministry is not for the lazy. Progress in life calls for a
pressing. Every prize demands a press. Great success is
recorded on diligent pursuit. Diligence involves investing
your abilities, strength and all you have into the pursuit of
your mission.

Whatever God has called you to do, go about it diligently.
Pursue your vision with all diligence. Success will not
come to meet you in the house, you have to go looking for
it.

Imagine a man who has been called into the work of the
ministry, but who is still in his pyjamas at 11 a.m., blowing
some tongues! When he finally decides to leave the house,
he goes pursuing people in their offices. After office hours,
he targets some others in their homes. What is he looking
for? Assistance, money, etc. He believes that the success of
a ministry depends on the people one knows. This is a lie of
the devil. The success of a ministry lies in God who has
called you and your diligence in the pursuit of that which
He has committed into your hands.

On the day | was commissioned into ministry, | made a
statement, which | believe must have offended some
people, judging from the reactions that followed.
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| narrated an encounter | had with God while praying. He
had told me, "My son, you have two eyes. Can you make
one to look up and the other to look down?" | tried it (I had
never given it a thought before) and discovered it was not
possible.

He then said: "Whenever you are looking unto man, never
claim you are looking unto Me; and whenever you are
looking unto Me, you cannot be looking unto man. But they
that looked unto Me are lightened and their faces are not
ashamed (Ps. 34:5). Look unto Me and you will not be
ashamed. If you look unto men, you will fail. I am your
source, | am your strength for the battle. I am all that you
need, | am your sufficiency. The moment you start looking
to any other source for help, you will fall woefully."

So when | rose up to speak, | declared emphatically, "God
warned me not to rely on you." It was too sharp, but thank
God it is the truth, and it has been proved today!

God also told me, "The labourer is worthy of his wages."
So what do | have to do to receive wages? | labour. | work
hard, | press forward each day. That was why immediately
after the commissioning ceremony, | set up an office. |
could only lay hold on a games room, where we all sat
round a table tennis board, but it erased from people’s
hearts the idea that we were at a funfare. It was a business
and we approached it in a business-like manner. No one
was permitted to be late.

Each day, | would have a list of things to accomplish and
there was no going home until they were all settled. | knew
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| had to labour. | knew | had to work and I pressed hard at
it. 1 got to the office before everyone and was always the
last to leave.

Ministry is not for the idle. An idle minister will end up as
a beggar.

By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through
idleness of the hands the house droppeth through.
Ecclesiastes 10:18

Lazy and idle people never make any headway in life,
because they are not operating God’s formula for
successful living — diligence. Their closest companion
becomes failure and defeat. Do you want to be successful?
Then, be diligent.

Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand
before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.
Proverbs 22:29

Truly, God has said you will be the head and not the tail,
you will be above only and not beneath; but the only way to
get there is through a diligent pursuit of your goal. Only the
diligent will rise to the top. Only the diligent will stand
with kings.

Our covenant fathers were not idle people. They were not
lazy workers; they were hardworking and resourceful.
When God called Abraham, He didn’t tell him to rear
cattle. Abraham could have relaxed and said, "l am called,
so I don’t need to work hard; I will still make it." He would
have ended up a pauper. But Abraham laboured and God
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prospered him. God can only prosper the works of your
hand, not your calling. He prospers your calling through
prospering your efforts.

Where do you think Isaac would have been if he had told
himself, "God has told me to remain in the land of the
Philistines and that He will bless me here, so I don’t have
to work. I will sit down and await His blessings"? He
would have waited in vain. Maybe sudden death would
have overtaken him, because of the harsh famine. But Isaac
did not do this. Praise God! The Bible records: "Isaac
sowed in the land" The ground was tough, there was no
rain in sight. His hands were sore and bleeding. The sun
refused to cheer him up. It was harsh and stinging. But
Isaac still sowed in the land. What happened next? The
Bible says he:

...Received in the same year an hundredfold: and the Lord
blessed him. And the man waxed great, and went forward,
and grew until he became very great: For he had
possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great
store of servants: and the Philistines envied him.
Genesis 26:12-14

God prospered his hardwork, not his begging or idleness.
There is no way you can impress God with idleness.
Idleness is a carrier of poverty and it has no remedy. Invest
in labour and reap the harvest.

He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he
that followeth vain persons is void of understanding.
Proverbs 12:11
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Backbiters are idle workers. It is only when you have no
work to do that you sit down to talk about other people’s
shortcomings. Do you know it is only when you have
stopped singing that you can know the person who misses
his lines? Learn to work hard and stop spending time
backbiting. Hardwork will take you to the forefront, where
you will not be able to see people’s backs.

Laziness is a destroyer. It puts a man in a perpetual state of
want, while the diligent never lacks. Hardwork is the
pathway to progress. The more you apply yourself to
hardwork, the better you become. Hardwork will take you
to the top. A hard worker presses on in spite of all odds.
Apostle Paul in one of his epistles stated:

...How | kept back nothing that was profitable unto you
Acts 20:20

It was the same Paul that said:

Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.
1 Corinthians 9:24

He said run; not sit, think, wish, seek help, analyze. RUN!
If you will not run, then you will not have the prize. The
prize is for those that will run.

Many have had visions of various magnitude and
dimensions, but nothing has come out of them. The Word
says you should write the vision and read, and as you read
it, run to obtain; run to receive the prize, run to attain unto
it. Spectators or commentators take nothing home after a
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competition. Prizes don’t belong to them, but to the active
participants, "So run that ye may obtain."

There is a time to write the vision, a time to read it, talk it,
share it, and a time to run with the vision. The running
phase is the winning phase! "So run that ye may obtain."

The running stage is like the planting and watering stages
in farming. All the preparatory processes of the seed for
planting can be likened to the writing, reading or sharing of
vision. But no matter how viable seeds are for planting,
until they are actually planted and watered, no harvest is to
be expected. If you expect an harvest, then plant like Paul
and water like Apollo; that way, you have opened the way
for God to bring the increases (1 Cor. 3:6).

Yours is the task of planting and watering (running); God’s
business is to bring the increases. His is to promote you.
The emphasis is on the doing, not on the writing or the
reading and sharing of the vision. It is the doing, the
running. In Paul’s epistle to the Philippians, we see Paul’s
approach to ministry:

Brethren, | count not myself to have apprehended: but this
one thing | do, forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things which are before, |
press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of

God in Christ Jesus.

Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded:
and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall
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reveal even this unto you.
Philippians 3:13-15

A longing for more is the secret of Paul’s success in
ministry. He was never satisfied! He looked forward
perpetually, though without anxiety, to better days ahead
and brighter results to come. Hear this apostle of renown: "I
count not myself to have apprehended.” No wonder he kept
on pressing! If you get tired of the press, you won’t receive
the prize. This is why the Bible says:

Woe to them that are at ease in Zion...
Amos 6:1

Everyone that will receive the prize requires an inner drive
for an outward mark. It’s time to challenge yourself
towards landmark attainment. Press on, be diligent. If you
will not run, and if you will not work, then you will not eat,
neither will you be promoted.

For even when we were with you, this we commanded you,
that if any would not work, neither should he eat.
2 Thessalonians 3:10

The basis for increase is output. Learn to work and invest
your labour positively. God will surely reward the diligent.
Those who press will surely obtain the prize. Those who
run will definitely get the increase. So run that you may
obtain!
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Chapter 10

Confidence: The Conqueror’s
Backbone

Confidence occupies an unparalleled position in man’s
quest for excellence and exploits. We live in a world where
the confident reign and the fearful are slaves.

Confidence commands authority. In the world today,
confidence is what people understand and respect. When
you are unsure of yourself and demonstrate a lack of
confidence, people step on you. You are treated as an
underling.

Ministers, more than any other set of people, need
confidence to be able to set up enviable ministries today.
You may wonder why. Ministry business has been one of
the most disdained occupations in the world. Ministers are
looked upon with utter contempt. They are held in derision
and sneered at as paupers and beggars. The ministers of old
earned themselves this attitude due to their life style.

The worst enemy of confidence is inferiority complex, and
this was what those ministers carried around. As far as they
were concerned, every other person was above them, they
were mere pilgrims bound for their heavenly destination!
As a result, nothing was of any importance to them in this
world. They forgot that if Jesus had lived His life in this
manner, He would have been killed before His time.
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Jesus was the epitome of confidence when He was on earth.
Why? He knew where He came from and where He was
going. He knew what to do at all times and did it with
confidence. He taught with authority, which commanded
the respect of His listeners.

For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes.
Matthew 7:29

He commanded demons with authority and they obeyed.
He acted and spoke as if everything were a foregone
conclusion. To the storm, He said, "Peace be still." To the
fig tree, He said, "May you never bear fruit again." To the
sick He said, "Be it to you according to your faith." He
provided food for a crowd of 5,000, without fear of running
short of supplies. He walked on the sea as though it were
dry land. Jesus never backed away from situations in fear
and uncertainty.

Even at His arrest, He was the one who asked His
assailants, "whom seeketh thou?" And when they
answered, "Jesus", He didn’t back away in fear, but looked
at them and said, "I am He." His confidence helped to
establish His position on earth as a man of authority. We
need to have this confidence today in our ministries.

The Bible charges us to be imitators of Christ. Look unto
Jesus and follow the example He has laid. Know who you
are and let this cause confidence to well up on your inside.
Every believer is peculiar. He has God, who is greater than
the devil in the world, inside him. Let this permeate every
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inch of you. Walk in the reality of the power you have on
your inside and nothing will rob you of your confidence.
Without confidence, you will be relegated to the
background.

The might of the Israelite army was crushed with the bold
and confident stance of one Goliath. No one could lift a
finger, none dared raise his voice; everyone’s head was
bowed in shame and defeat. The entire army was both
morally and militarily paralyzed with the bold declaration
of one uncircumcised Philistine, an unbeliever, a dog as far
as God was concerned.

In the midst of this ugly situation, there arose one named
David. He brushed aside his age. His lack of war-
experience was not considered either. He was short and
ruddy, a mere youth of 17. But he exhibited a strange kind
of confidence in God. His brethren misunderstood him.
They thought he was proud, but nothing less could have
brought Goliath down. Goliath was also baffled by the
confidence David exhibited, that he must have died before
he was actually killed.

Confidence is a war strategy. The enemy uses it to render
believers spineless. Goliath’s confident stance rendered the
Israelite army powerless.

When a man’s confidence is broken, his heart is broken;
and if his heart is broken, he is a broken and defeated
person. Rabshakeh, the commander of the Assyrian army,
In his array against Israel, was aware of this. He knew that
if the people’s confidence was broken, they would become
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demoralized and seek for peace terms with the king of
Assyria.

He tried to break the confidence of the people by speaking
out loud in the Jewish language about the Assyrian exploits
(which was true) and God’s inability to help them. He
quizzed, "What confidence is this wherein thou trustest?"
He knew that if he could break their confidence, he would
have his way.

Every man of exploits in the Bible was a man of
outstanding confidence, men with hearts of "Lions." They
were men who did not know how to turn back from
challenges, but rather confront them.

Look at the line up of elders that obtained a good report in
Hebrews 11. Each of these patriarchs of faith had
confidence as his or her companion. Abraham could not
have inherited the covenant without confidence. Think of
this: A man of 75 embarking on a journey of undefined
destination. He refused to be moved. He knew who had
called him. His confidence got him his inheritance. This is
why, | believe, the Bible says:

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great
recompense of reward.
Hebrews 10:35

Confidence produces "great rewards", that make great men.
There is no greatness without confidence. No ministry can
stand strong without it. Confidence is the force behind
every breakthrough.

-118 -



Basis For Confidence

What then is the basis of our confidence? Is it based on our
ability or acquisition? No! These are the bases:

The ever-abiding presence of God

A lot of us trust in the presence of people. There are
women who cannot sleep with the lights off when their
husbands are away. Parents also act as confidence boosters
for their children. They are always at peace and at ease
anywhere, provided their parents are with them.

As a believer, God does not want you to put your
confidence in men, no matter how highly placed. He has
decreed that a believer who puts his trust in man is cursed.
He has been empowered to fail. That is what a curse stands
for — an overpowering force that lures one towards failure.

Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in
man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth
from the Lord.

Jeremiah 17:5

Your confidence should be in God and in His ever- abiding
presence. The Psalmist said:

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, | will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and
thy staff they comfort me.

Psalm 23:4
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There is nothing as comforting as knowing that God is with
you even in your darkest moments. In all your battles of
life, God is with you. Jesus said, "Lo, | am with you
always." He is always with you and will never fail or
forsake you. This should be your greatest confidence
booster.

| remember those early days in school. If your schoolmate
annoyed you in any way and you knew that you could stand
him in a fight, you would lie in wait for him after school
hours and deal with him. But when the person was bigger
and stronger, you didn’t dare utter a word until you got
within earshot of your house; then you let loose. Why?
Because you knew that your parents would save the
situation in case it turned against you. The presence of your
parents instill confidence in you.

So also should the presence of God embolden you. Now, let
us suppose you have parents who are invalids, and as such
cannot come to your rescue in any way; or maybe, they
don’t just care what happens to you. Then you will not dare
lure anyone home for a fight. Those you cannot deal with,
you will find ways to placate.

What am | saying? | mean that if God is with you and you
don’t know Him as one who can help you, then His
presence is of no use to you. After all, God’s presence is
everywhere. Why then is everyone not saved? Why do
people still die everyday? Why are there still accidents?

The presence of God cannot help unless you know and
believe what it can do for you in your situation. For
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instance, a man who is sick unto death and keeps saying, "I
thank You Lord, for You are with me", yet he doesn’t know
God as His healer, will surely die. The presence of God
with a believer guarantees safety, assuring him of a way
out. His presence is always with a believer for a purpose.
For the Psalmist, the presence of God drives away all fear,
no matter how thick the darkness around him (Ps. 23:4).

For the presence of God to instil in you the confidence you
need, you need to know Him. Know who He is and what
He can do. When you know Him and the power of His
might, then you have a solid basis for confidence. The
Bible says in 1 John 4:4;

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them:
because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the
world.

This is the basis for your confidence in His presence — He
Is greater than the devil. He is greater than every force that
can be arrayed against you. If you know this and know that
He is in you and with you, then there will be no room for
fear or uncertainty of the outcome of any situation you find
yourself; your victory is a foregone conclusion.

The Word of God

One thing every believer should know is that God never
acts contrary to His Word. It does not matter how special or
peculiar one thinks one’s situation is. Once it is not in
accordance with the Word of God, He will not act.
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The Word of God is God’s control valve. The Word
controls His actions. It draws God into a situation and
compels Him to act according to what His Word says. If the
Word of God wields so much power, then it is enough for
you. Remember the centurion, the Roman soldier who told
Jesus to "speak the Word only and my servant shall be
healed." His confidence in the Word brought him his
desired miracle.

When you know what God has said about you in any
situation you find yourself, then you have enough ground
for confidence.

There is no power above the Word of God. There is no
situation that the Word cannot deal with, be it physical (in
the realm of the body), mental (in the realm of the soul) or
spiritual (in the realm of the spirit). All things answer to the
Word of His power. There is nothing too difficult for the
Word of God. Hebrews 4:12 asserts:

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing

asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,

and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

The Word of God permeates every realm of being, there is
nothing hidden from it. There is no obstacle you will face
in your ministry that does not answer to the power in the
Word.

When sent out (uttered), the Word of God never misses its
target. The Word is like soldiers in action. They obey to the
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letter. God wanted to create the earth and He sent the
Word, "Let there be light." The Word leaped out of God’s
mouth, went and pressed the light switch (wherever it was)
and there was light! It was uttered and it did that for which
it was sent.

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto |

sent it.
Isaiah 55:11

Notice that the Word prospers only where it is sent. The
Word sent forth to produce light will not bring forth rain at
the same time. If rain is needed, then another Word has to
be sent to produce it. This is why the Scripture says God
"upholds all things by the word of his power."

God created the universe with His Word and it is still being
upheld by it. There has been light ever since God said, "Let
there be light." Since He commanded man to "be fruitful
and multiply", there has been a compulsory multiplication
of human beings on the earth. God does not take back what
He has released. He cannot lie either. He cannot deny
Himself. He watches over His Word, to make sure it comes
to pass.

All these characteristics of the Word should build an
unbreakable confidence in you.

Building Confidence
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How then do you build your confidence? What do you do
to be able to act as confidently as Jesus did?

Know Your God

The first way is to get to know God. Who is this God you
are serving? What has He said about Himself? What has He
done to prove His personality? When you know the God
you are serving, you will be able to stand out confidently in
any situation, for the Bible says:

...The people that do know their God shall be strong, and
do exploits.
Daniel 11:32

Exploits are for those who know their God. It is not for
those who only have an idea of how He is.

Know the Word

You have to know the Word of God. Feed on it, digest it.
Let it be in you. Use it in your daily battles and you will
excel. No situation can resist the authority in the Word of
God. The Bible says: "Ye shall know the truth and the truth
shall set you free" (Jn. 8:32). It is only the truth you know
that can set you free. Get hold of the truth and stand on it.
Galatians 5:1 says, "Stand fast therefore in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage."

Stand fast in the liberty and freedom which the Word has
given you. Turn not away from it, otherwise you will
become entangled again in bondage. When you stand fast
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in what the Word says about you, your liberty is maintained
and guaranteed.

Fear Not

What does the Word say about your being confident? What
has He said you should do when faced with a problem?
Proverbs 28:1 says, "The wicked flee when no man
pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion."

Are you righteous? Of course you are, for the Bible says we
are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus, who by His
blood, has made us Holy, unblameable and unreproveable
in his sight (2 Cor. 5:21; Col. 1:22).

Since you are righteous, having been born again, God says
you should be as bold as a lion. You should not run away
from obstacles. Do not try to play it safe and find another
way out. Confront it with confidence. It has no choice but
to move. Confront your mountain. Know that every battle
you are involved in is God’s battle, not yours.

When you accepted Jesus and handed over your life to
Him, you handed over everything else, including any battle
you might have to face. In Exodus 14:14, the Word says,
"The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your
peace.” You see, God has undertaken to fight your battles
for you. All you have to do is rest in what He has said and
let confidence be in every step you take. This is God’s
recipe for strength. It is clearly stated in Isaiah 30:15, that
"In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength."
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The time came, when the little kingdom of Judah received a
terrible report. A group of nations with a multitude of
soldiers had gathered against her. King Jehoshaphat had no
army to match the strength of the opposing host, but he
knew who he had — he had God. He turned to Him in
desperation and God gave him this Word: "Be not afraid
nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the
battle is not yours, but God's." (2 Chron. 20:15).

Judah would not need to fight, they were to stand still and
watch God exalt His name. The king rested on these words,
and instead of taking weapons into the battle field, he took
singers. They matched on confidently to meet their
assailants, singing praises to God; and the Lord fought on
their behalf. Judah got her victory because Jehoshaphat
trusted in God. He was confident that He would do what He
had said. God rewarded his confidence.

Are you going to follow suit? Will you rely on the Word of
God in every situation? This is the only way out. This is the
only way to win life’s battles effortlessly. Embrace it and
fear not. Be confident. If God be for you, who can be
against you? No one!

The enemy gets mad at believers who manifest confidence
and tries to break them by instilling fear into them. A
fearful believer is powerless to resist Satan’s attacks. When
you are fearful, the devil can make mincemeat of you. In 1
Kings 17 and 18, we are told how Elijah heard a message
which broke his confidence and he fled in fear. Confidence
IS the backbone of every successful ministry.
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A minister, who lives in fear will have a weak ministry,
while the one, who exudes confidence, will have a
successful ministry. This is why you have to resist fear
anytime it tries to knock at your door. When fear comes,
resist it and hold on the Word of God. Have confidence in
the God you serve.

"Fear not", "Be not afraid" and "thou shalt not fear" are
paramount orders to warriors. These charges appear about
365 times in the Bible. God is aware of the importance of
your confidence, that’s why He repeated this command so
many time. It is like He has given one tablet of "fear not"
for every day of the year. Take your dose of "fear not"
every day, for a healthy, progressive and successful
ministry.

If you will not fear, you will not sink. Peter stepped out of
the boat and walked on water when the Lord asked him to;
but when he looked at the waves and heard the roaring seas,
he took his eyes away from Jesus and fear set in. He began
to sink. Do not look at the intensity of the attacks you are
facing. Keep your eyes on Him who has called you and you
will not sink.

As fear has its reward in sinking, so does confidence have
its reward in upliftment. Hebrews 10:35 admonishes: "Cast
not away therefore your confidence, which hath great
recompense of reward." Your confidence has a reward.
God always rewards confidence in Him. Men of confidence
are men of exploits; not by their own hands, but by the
hand of the Lord in whom they have their confidence.
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Daniel stood fast in his conviction, even after a decree
banning prayers had been made. He knew the God he was
serving; therefore, he was not moved by the threat that he
would be thrown into the den of lions. His confidence in
God saw him through. God delivered him from the lions
and also promoted him. He became the next in command to
the king, and all his enemies became food for the lions that
day.

Similarly, Shedrach, Meshach and Abednego stood before
the great king Nebuchadnezzar and said: "O
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this
matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known
unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which thou hast set up” (Dan.
3:16-18).

Oh what confidence! What boldness! What powerful
declaration! This is the kind of confidence God rewards.

Can you imagine, three lads standing before a king who
calls himself the king of kings, and addressing him by
name — "O Nebuchadnezzar." I mean, they didn’t say,
"Your majesty" or "Your excellency", like most of us
would have! They knew no fear, because of the backing
they had, the God they served. If you bow to
circumstances, you will burn. If you will not bow, you will
not burn; rather, you will be uplifted. The three boys were
not burnt but were uplifted and featured in the forefront of
affairs in Babylon.
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Be Courageous

The Bible enjoins us over and over again to be strong and
be of a good courage. This charge was given to Joshua over
and over again. The same goes for us even now.

Some time in the early days of this ministry, in 1984, | was
sitting in my office when I was told that a man wanted to
see me outside. When | went out to see him, what did | see?
| saw a man with a stick of cigarette in his hand, letting
smoke out through his mouth and nostrils, sitting in a
government official vehicle. "What’s the matter?" I asked.
"I am here to inform you that your church is in a residential
area and has got to move," he said. Christians in Northern
Nigeria live with Islamic opposition and antagonism.

The Spirit of God in me arose, and | responded with a stern
question: "Are your mosques in the bush?" The man was
taken aback. He never expected such a bold response. Then
| quickly added, "Is it because | am a pastor you thought
you could harass me? The church is moving nowhere!" |
headed for the government office and spoke vehemently to
the officer in-charge, to warn his men against danger. That
ended the threat. If you can’t speak out boldly, you can’t
rule here on the earth.

Again, in 1987, a letter was sent to us from the city council,
ordering us to move the church from its location within
seven days or suffer being razed to the ground with
bulldozers. After reading the letter, holy anger rose in me,
and | told them that as the Lord lives, everyone involved in
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that plan would be dead within seven days, except they
desist from that plan.

| spoke out at the top of my voice and my staff gathered
around. The men were sore afraid. They got into their car
and drove off. However, after a short while, they were
back; this time, to beg, claiming that they were only acting
on instruction. This was the last we heard from them.

"Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might"
(Eph. 6:10). If you will be strong in the Lord and be
confident in His ability to back up what you say, you will
fulfil Scriptures everyday of your life by treading on
serpents and scorpions.

Note that the Lord did not say that there will be no serpents
and scorpions to contend with. They will be there, but you
are empowered to step on them. Be strong in the Lord, not
in yourself, for by strength shall no man prevail.

When the Lord is your strength, you are not fearful and
disturbed in famine and drought. You do not fear or falter
in the face of fierce opposition. You do not tremble and
become terrified when trouble looms. The troubles will
come, the challenges will be many and the opposition
fierce, but be confident. Stand strong. Speak out boldly and
act with confidence, and you will see how fearful the devil
Is. He should be the most fearful being since he is the
distributor of fear.

Examples In Confidence

- 130 -



Jesus has laid down an example for us to follow. He knew
He had authority and He exercised it in everything He did.

Case your mind back to the scene of the feeding of the five
thousand men. There was a wide expanse of land. It was a
wilderness, but one could hardly see the ground, because of
the people who had thronged after Jesus to listen to Him
and to get one miracle or the other. They had been
following Him now for three days without food. He must
have raised His eyes and seen some already lying on the
ground from exhaustion, little children crying and mothers
trying desperately to placate them.

The disciples had already written down reasons why it was
Impossible to feed such a crowd, but Jesus had the answer
and told them what to do.

| am sure the disciples must have been saying within
themselves, "The Master has bitten more than He can chew
this time around. He is going to cause confusion, because
there is no way these five loaves and two fishes can go
round everyone. People are going to start rushing and they
may stone us. Well, we will distribute them, and when
there is no more, we will stop." But to their amazement, the
five loaves and two fishes went round and baskets of
remnants were gathered!

Also, at the grave side of Lazarus, the sympathizers, both
the genuine and hired, were crying. The disciples were
despondent. But, Jesus, after giving thanks, called out with
authority: "Lazarus come forth." Everyone around must
have been wondering what was happening. Some must
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have said, "Maybe He is calling Lazarus’ spirit, because his
body is already stinking." But again, Lazarus came forth,
spirit, soul and body!

When confronted with the fact that Herod was after His
life, Jesus said, "Go ye, and tell that fox, behold I cast out
devils..." Jesus knew the backing He had. He therefore
went about everything He did purposefully and with
authority. No one could stop Him from doing His work —
His Father’s work. So also should no one be able to stop
you from carrying out your Father’s business.

Nehemiah could not have built the walls of Jerusalem
without confidence. The opposition was fierce. Their
adversaries were without number, but Nehemiah was
confident that God who had called him to this task would
see him through. He went ahead with confidence and
encouraged the people by reminding them of the backing
they had. "Be not ye afraid of them:" he said. "Remember
the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your
brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and
your houses" (Neh. 4:14).

Apostle Paul also had confidence. He went through a lot of
hardships because of the gospel, but in spite of it all, he
could say:

But none of these things move me, neither count | my life
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy,
and the ministry, which | have received of the Lord Jesus,

to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
Acts 20:24
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He knew who was behind him. He said: "I know whom |
have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep
that which | have committed unto him against that day" (2
Tim. 1:12).

He therefore was confident in every situation he found
himself. Even when under arrest, he still spoke boldly.
While in prison, his mouth was not shut. At sea, during
storms, he was confident. He was in control. His words and
actions portrayed confidence.

Note that not all words are backed up by God. It is only
those spoken boldly and acted upon with confidence that
work. It is when you demonstrate your confidence in God
by your words and actions that God responds to you.

By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, O
God of our salvation; who art the confidence of all the ends
of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea:
Psalm 65:5

It happened in the times of the apostles.

Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the
Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and
granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.
Acts 14:3

The disciples spoke boldly and this guaranteed the
confirmation of their words. The Lord rewarded their
boldness. The Lord has commanded us to open our mouths
wide and He will fill it. He didn’t just say, "open your
mouth", He commanded it!
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...Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.
Psalm 81:10

There are two parts here — yours and God’s. You are the
one to open your mouth, speaking boldly and confidently;
and the Lord’s duty is to confirm what you say. He
confirms the words of His servants. The Lord has nothing
to confirm until you have spoken out boldly. Speak and act
confidently and your enemy will flee. Step out in
confidence and your enemy will step down.

In August 1984, | had a seminar, using the facility of a
public institution, having obtained the necessary
permission. On one of the days, as we were worshipping
and praising God, a note was passed to me by one of the
ministers on the platform. It was short and sharp:
"Forthwith, stop this meeting and leave the premises
immediately. 6:20 p.m." | turned to the minister who was to
teach along with me and said, "Let me go and speak to that
fox."

| headed for his office, which was in the next building. His
secretary told him | wanted to see him and he screamed, "I
don’t want to see anybody!" He was bluffing, because he
thought | was going to beg him. | brushed past the secretary
and walked straight into his office.

He started to repeat that he didn’t want to see me, but I cut
him short with my question: "Do you know whom you are
speaking to?" | held his hand and began to speak in

tongues. He was greatly shaken, confused and confounded.
Then | told him, "Even those who put you here cannot stop
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this meeting." He was frozen in his seat. We stayed in that
hall for the duration of the meeting. He neither spoke nor
appeared again!

Isaiah 60:1 commands us "Arise and shine." These has to
be a rising before you can shine. So do not expect to shine
until you confidently arise to the challenges of the day.
Confidence is the word for winners. It is the overcomer’s
slogan. It is a prime mover for exploits. Get hold of
confidence from God and His Word and cast it not away,
for it shall bring with it great rewards. Paul had this to say:

And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to
them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation,
and that of God.

Philippians 1:28

Fearlessness on your part demonstrates two things: to your
adversaries, their destruction and to the believer, evidence
of salvation, which is from God. Your confidence marks
your deliverance by God.

Friend, choose to be fearless and confident, and your
deliverance shall come speedily.
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Chapter 11

The Force Of Meekness

Although so much has been said about the place of
confidence in effective ministry, it must not be mistaken as
the ultimate. Though confidence is needed, yet it should not
be taken for rudeness, which only leads to pride.

Confidence must never result in pride. The Scripture is very
clear on this. If any man needs to boast, it must be in the
Lord; otherwise, it will amount to pride. God gives grace to
the humble, but He resists the proud. Let your confidence
therefore be rooted and established only in the Lord your
God and in His Word, and not on your own natural
abilities.

About the meek, the Bible says:

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth
Matthew 5:5

God takes such special delight in the meek, that He has
reserved the earth for them. Your ministry is given to you
from heaven, for no man can receive anything except it is
given to him from above. Your ministry is from heaven, but
it is for execution here on earth. Its aim is to give you a
portion of the earth to possess. Since only the meek will
possess the earth, it therefore follows that without
meekness, you cannot fulfil your mission on earth.
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Meekness is a must, if you are to possess your possession
and enter into your inheritance.

What is meekness? It is lowliness of heart. Meekness is of
the heart, not an act or of the face. We live in a world
where we have very humble looks, but very arrogant hearts.
It is a joy to know that God, the rewarder of mankind, is
only concerned with the heart. God is very much interested
in the meek. He delights in them and reveals Himself to
them. Moses was said to be the meekest man on earth.

Now the man Moses was very meek above all men which
were upon the face of the earth
Numbers 12:3

God spoke with Moses face to face.

With him will | speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and
not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall
he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak
against my servant Moses?

Numbers 12:8

Revelation, which makes for a revolution belongs to the
meek. When the truth of God’s Word enters into a man, a
revolution takes place. A revolution is a forceful turn
around; thus, a supernatural, positive turn of events takes
place with every revelation you get.

The days of God’s wonders on earth are here, but only a
man of revelation will partake of these wonders. God’s
secrets are handed down to those who fear Him and walk
before Him in true lowliness of heart.
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God has not ordained you for labour and sweat. He does
not want you to live by trial and error. He wants you to
receive revelation for living from Him. This is what
guarantees certainty in an uncertain world. "The meek will
he guide in judgement and the meek will he teach His way"
(Ps. 25:9).

Only those who admit that they know not can receive
revelation from God. If you know what to do, then you
have no need to be taught again. The student that will learn
Is he who will admits that he does not know. Meekness is
admitting your incapability and allowing God to supply you
His capability.

Peter had a lot of confidence in his abilities. He told
himself that there was nothing that he had not experienced
in this world. From his wide experience, he felt there was
no devil that could make him deny his master. Jesus said,
"Peter, you will deny me three times, you will even swear
and curse." Peter said, "Over my dead body. Though
heaven and earth pass away, yet | will not deny You." He
had confidence in himself. He said, "I am able." But it took
just a little maid to prove his frailty. If he had accepted his
weakness at the beginning, | am sure Jesus would have
given him His strength.

Self has to give way for true meekness to have its way in
one’s life. Only then will God manifest Himself in you.
Humility and meekness are in the same class —they qualify
one for God’s promotion. Jesus set an example for us to
follow. The Bible says:
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He made himself of no reputation...he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death on the cross
Philippians 2:7-8

What was the result of this action? The Scripture says:

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him
a name above every name
Philippians 2:9

This was Jesus’ example. Since you have to follow it to
receive the same result, you have to humble yourself, make
yourself of no reputation. Humble yourself under the
mighty hand of God and in due season, He will lift you.
Serve God and serve Him with all humility. Wherever you
are placed, work there in humility.

There were seventy elders in Israel at the time of Moses.
Joshua was not even among them. Why then was the
leadership mantle not passed on to one of the elders? Why
was Joshua chosen? As Moses’ servant, he humbled
himself before his master and God; and in due season, God
lifted him.

If you must go up the ladder, you must humble yourself and
be of service. Everyone in the kingdom has an assignment
to carry out. The way to attainment is the way of humility,
the way of servanthood. Ministry is not a cheap way of
living. It is choosing the path of a servant — carrying out
the dictates of the master, not yours. Jesus chose to lay
down His life, no one forced Him to do so. Even God did
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not. Jesus, in true humility, subjected His will to that of His
Father.

Ministry is servanthood by the individual’s choice to
respond to God’s call. Servanthood is by choice, not by
force; it is true humility. The meek shall lay hold of their
inheritance, the servant shall ascend the throne. Do you
know that Elisha was Elijah’s steward and not his co-
minister?

Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat which poured water on
the hands of Elijah
2 Kings 3:11
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Chapter 11

The Force Of Meekness

Although so much has been said about the place of
confidence in effective ministry, it must not be mistaken as
the ultimate. Though confidence is needed, yet it should not
be taken for rudeness, which only leads to pride.

Confidence must never result in pride. The Scripture is very
clear on this. If any man needs to boast, it must be in the
Lord; otherwise, it will amount to pride. God gives grace to
the humble, but He resists the proud. Let your confidence
therefore be rooted and established only in the Lord your
God and in His Word, and not on your own natural
abilities.

About the meek, the Bible says:

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth
Matthew 5:5

God takes such special delight in the meek, that He has
reserved the earth for them. Your ministry is given to you
from heaven, for no man can receive anything except it is
given to him from above. Your ministry is from heaven, but
it is for execution here on earth. Its aim is to give you a
portion of the earth to possess. Since only the meek will
possess the earth, it therefore follows that without
meekness, you cannot fulfil your mission on earth.

- 141 -



Meekness is a must, if you are to possess your possession
and enter into your inheritance.

What is meekness? It is lowliness of heart. Meekness is of
the heart, not an act or of the face. We live in a world
where we have very humble looks, but very arrogant hearts.
It is a joy to know that God, the rewarder of mankind, is
only concerned with the heart. God is very much interested
in the meek. He delights in them and reveals Himself to
them. Moses was said to be the meekest man on earth.

Now the man Moses was very meek above all men which
were upon the face of the earth
Numbers 12:3

God spoke with Moses face to face.

With him will | speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and
not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall
he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak
against my servant Moses?

Numbers 12:8

Revelation, which makes for a revolution belongs to the
meek. When the truth of God’s Word enters into a man, a
revolution takes place. A revolution is a forceful turn
around; thus, a supernatural, positive turn of events takes
place with every revelation you get.

The days of God’s wonders on earth are here, but only a
man of revelation will partake of these wonders. God’s
secrets are handed down to those who fear Him and walk
before Him in true lowliness of heart.
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God has not ordained you for labour and sweat. He does
not want you to live by trial and error. He wants you to
receive revelation for living from Him. This is what
guarantees certainty in an uncertain world. "The meek will
he guide in judgement and the meek will he teach His way"
(Ps. 25:9).

Only those who admit that they know not can receive
revelation from God. If you know what to do, then you
have no need to be taught again. The student that will learn
Is he who will admits that he does not know. Meekness is
admitting your incapability and allowing God to supply you
His capability.

Peter had a lot of confidence in his abilities. He told
himself that there was nothing that he had not experienced
in this world. From his wide experience, he felt there was
no devil that could make him deny his master. Jesus said,
"Peter, you will deny me three times, you will even swear
and curse." Peter said, "Over my dead body. Though
heaven and earth pass away, yet | will not deny You." He
had confidence in himself. He said, "l am able." But it took
just a little maid to prove his frailty. If he had accepted his
weakness at the beginning, | am sure Jesus would have
given him His strength.

Self has to give way for true meekness to have its way in
one’s life. Only then will God manifest Himself in you.
Humility and meekness are in the same class —they qualify
one for God’s promotion. Jesus set an example for us to
follow. The Bible says:
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He made himself of no reputation...he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death on the cross
Philippians 2:7-8

What was the result of this action? The Scripture says:

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him
a name above every name
Philippians 2:9

This was Jesus’ example. Since you have to follow it to
receive the same result, you have to humble yourself, make
yourself of no reputation. Humble yourself under the
mighty hand of God and in due season, He will lift you.
Serve God and serve Him with all humility. Wherever you
are placed, work there in humility.

There were seventy elders in Israel at the time of Moses.
Joshua was not even among them. Why then was the
leadership mantle not passed on to one of the elders? Why
was Joshua chosen? As Moses’ servant, he humbled
himself before his master and God; and in due season, God
lifted him.

If you must go up the ladder, you must humble yourself and
be of service. Everyone in the kingdom has an assignment
to carry out. The way to attainment is the way of humility,
the way of servanthood. Ministry is not a cheap way of
living. It is choosing the path of a servant — carrying out
the dictates of the master, not yours. Jesus chose to lay
down His life, no one forced Him to do so. Even God did
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not. Jesus, in true humility, subjected His will to that of His
Father.

Ministry is servanthood by the individual’s choice to
respond to God’s call. Servanthood is by choice, not by
force; it is true humility. The meek shall lay hold of their
inheritance, the servant shall ascend the throne. Do you
know that Elisha was Elijah’s steward and not his co-
minister?

Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat which poured water on
the hands of Elijah
2 Kings 3:11
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Chapter 12

Acknowledge Your Source Of Help

One of the shortest cuts to failure is taking what does not
belong to you. The act of stealing from man attracts
penalty. The Bible says:

Men do not despise a thief, if he steals to satisfy his soul
when he is hungry; But if he be found, he shall restore
sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house.

Proverbs 6:30-31

He who steals from man is punished when caught. What
then happens to the one who steals from God? Such a
person will always be caught, because God sees him each
time he steals. The Word of God says a man who robs God
IS cursed.

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me...Ye are
cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole
nation.

Malachi 3:8-9

It is dangerous for a man to rob God. One of the things that
God guards jealously is His glory.

| am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give
to another; neither my praise to graven images.
Isaiah 42:8
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God will not share His glory with anyone. It is, therefore,
dangerous to take what God has not given you. Let us take
a look at our Master, Jesus. He is the Son of God without
question, yet He never attributed any miracle in His
ministry to Himself. He said it to everyone who cared to
listen; even when they were not ready to listen, He said it
all the same. He always made it clear that on His own He
could not do anything, except as He had received from the
Father.

He acknowledged His source of help at every point in time.
If Jesus has laid such example for us to follow, then we
must follow devotedly. It is by following this laid down
example that determines whether your ministry will remain
or not. Anything done in the ministry God has placed in
your hands is done to God Himself. Have you not read the
verse which says:

Faithful is he that calleth you who also will do it.
1 Thessalonians 5:24

God called you into the work of the ministry. For the
purpose of achieving it, He puts His gift and power for
accomplishment in you and prepares the way before you.
This is why apostle Paul says:

We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency
of the power may be of God, and not of us.
2 Corinthians 4:7

It would have been stupid for the ass upon which Jesus
rode to think that all the people shouting "Hossanah" were
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praising it. The glory goes to the rider, not to the ass. So
also, the glory for every work done through your hands
should go to God, not to you. He alone did it. You didn’t
help in anyway. The Word of God says:

And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you. If ye
will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory
unto my name, saith the Lord of hosts, | will even send a
curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, | have
cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart.

Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon
your faces, even the dung of your solemn feasts; and one
shall take you away with it.

Malachi 2:1-3

It is dangerous to infringe upon God’s glory. Anyone who
does this is treading on dangerous grounds, because God
will curse all your blessings and spread dung upon your
face. He will bath you in shame and sorrow.

The Lord told me to open a Bible school to raise up end-
time generals for the kingdom. | had never been to a Bible
school before, so I sat down at God’s feet and received a
detailed outline of the core courses. Today, the Bible
school is thriving very well. It would be stupid of me to say
the Bible school is mine. | had little or nothing to do with
its success. God did it all.

Never forget that you are just a vessel, an earthen one at
that. If the earthen vessel forgets its position, it will be
broken into pieces. Peter experienced a strange thing one
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day at sea. He had just come back from a terrible night of
fishing. He was a fisherman from birth and had tried all the
techniques of fishing that night, but none of them worked.
He came back to shore tired and frustrated. Then came
Jesus. After using Peter’s boat for His crusade, He told him
to launch out into the deep for a catch. Launch out into the
deep for a catch in broad day light! This is against all
fishing principles. He paused awhile and said:

We have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing:
nevertheless, at thy word, | will let down the net.
Luke 5:5

He did and had a net-breaking experience. Who brought the
huge catch? Was it Peter? Was it his net? Was it his
expertise? No! It was the Lord. Peter would have been very
stupid if he had gone about telling people what a great
fisherman he was.

Paul the apostle was very conscious of this fact. He never
attributed any of the exploits done through him to himself.
His words were:

But by the grace of God | am what | am: and his grace
which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but |
laboured more abundantly than they all; yet not I, but the
grace of God which was with me.

1 Corinthians 15:10

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything of
ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God.
2 Corinthians 3:5
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Do you remember what happened to king Nebuchadnezzar?
He got puffed up because of the mighty conquests he had
supposedly made. He failed to acknowledge that it was God
who had given him such a great kingdom. He called
himself the king of kings. He boasted of his great power
and might, and God reduced him. He was reduced to the
level of an animal, eating grass in the fields with other
beasts! He needed seven years to learn. So he went to
school among the beasts of the earth.

Until thou know that the most high ruleth in the kingdom of
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.
Daniel 4:32

God has said it and He will do it. If you don’t acknowledge
Him as your source of help, He will curse your blessings
and spread dung on your face. He did it to king
Nebuchadnezzar. Do not allow Him to do the same to you.

In everything you do, acknowledge God. Let it be known
that He is the Doer, not you. Say it with your mouth and
mean it from your heart. When you do this, God will
release more grace in your direction to do more exploits
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Chapter 14

Understanding The Phases Of
Ministry

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose
under the heaven (Eccl. 3:1). Ministry is in phases and
every phase has its time. An understanding of God’s time
schedule for every phase puts you in the centre of God’s
programme. Ministry is dynamic, not static. Your ability to
discern the right timing in the pursuit of your calling is a
great asset for speedy accomplishment.

When God calls, He shows the final destination, not the
phases you must go through to get there. When He called
Moses, He only told him to lead the people out of bondage,
into a land flowing with milk and honey. Moses was
neither told how he would go about this assignment phase
by phase nor the timing involved. It was his responsibility
to ask find and work this out himself, with the vision still in
view.

Every calling of God has an appointed take-off time. It also
has different phases of operation, with every phase having
its own take-off time. The subject of the appointed time is
of utmost importance in the fruitful pursuit of a vision.
Many have an insight into God’s plan for them, but are
completely in the dark about the appointed time for take-
off.
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For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it
shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because
it will surely come, it will not tarry.

Habakkuk 2:3

The vision is for an appointed time. Your calling has a
divinely appointed time to take-off. It is your responsibility
to find out from God the time He has appointed for it.

We all know what happens to a sprinter that beats the gun.
Even if he is allowed to run, he stands disqualified at the
tape, the sweat involved in the race notwithstanding. The
timing for the take-off of any ministry is determined by
God. "Why not any other way?" you may ask. If He gave
you the ministry, He should also give you the take-off time.
The vision is for an appointed time; this is talking about the
time of God.

There 1s provision and safety in God’s time. In God’s
appointed time, the miraculous is ever present. Why? He
goes before you to prepare the way. In His own time, He
makes every crooked place straight before you arrive there.

Missing God’s timing may jeopardize your life. Moses,
while he was a "prince" in Pharaoh’s palace, had
knowledge of his deliverance ministry, but was ignorant
about the timing. He acted according to his own timing and
this cost him forty years of suffering and wandering about
in the wilderness. John the baptist knew of his mission on
earth. His parents were aware of it. He, however, did not
step out rashly. He waited for God’s appointed time. He
was in the desert till the time of his showing forth.
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And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in
the deserts till the day of his showing unto Israel.
Luke 1:80

Jesus waited for thirty years before stepping out. For thirty
years, He lived in the carpenter’s shed as if He were to be a
carpenter all His life. But when His time came, He stepped
out and could not be stopped.

After He was informed that Lazarus was dead, He was said
to have remained there for two more days, at the end of
which He told His disciples, "Now let us go and wake up
our friend Lazarus, for he sleepeth." We heard Him say, "I
do nothing on my own, as | hear, so | speak."” He was in
perfect consonance with the Father. No wonder He enjoyed
such a supernaturally and exemplary ministry.

When the Lord called me into the ministry in May 1981, |
was in touch with Him in sweet communion in order to lay
hold on details of the vision, including His time chart. At
the point when | began to sense that the stage was set, | set
myself apart to secure His marching order. While | was in
prayer asking, "Is it time Lord?" | heard very clearly a
heavenly host singing: "Be in time, the harvest is ripe." |
was immediately engulfed in tears. | knew the stage was set
for the worldwide ministry which God had spoken to me
about. That was it. "For the vision is for an appointed
time."
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Chapter 15

The Place Of Money In Ministry

The Church is coming alive. An awareness has come over
the body of Christ; suddenly, the blindfolds are being lifted.
The Church is being awakened to the position of honour
and dignity ordained for her from the beginning. The
friendship between poverty and righteousness is being
gradually broken. It is no longer strange to see Christians
with cars and houses. Christians now know that it is God’s
will for them to prosper and they are going about it God’s
way.

The Church, which used to be relegated to the background,
IS now coming to the forefront, fulfilling Scriptures. No
wonder then that the world is raising its eyebrows and
tongues are wagging. The world is trembling. The devil is
raving mad!

Even in Christian circles, some are still undecided about
this new trend. In their opinion, Christians should be poor;
because to them, Jesus was the poorest man that ever lived.
They decry Christians having earthly possessions like good
clothes, cars, houses, etc. Their slogan is, "We brought
nothing into this world, so we have no right to possess
anything in it."

They sing hypocritical songs like, "Take the whole world
and give me Jesus." The next minute, however, they are
fasting and praying for money, either for their children’s

- 154 -



school fees or to feed the family. A rich man, to them, is
one who is doomed for hell. A rich and prosperous ministry
as far as they are concerned, is that of the devil; because
money is for sinners, not for the children of God.

God must be a very unrighteous God, if it is true that only
sinners have a right to worldly goods and possessions! The
Bible says:

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof...
Psalm 24:1

It is only an unrighteous father who gives his wealth to his
enemy’s children, while his own children live in abject
poverty. But | am glad to let you know that God is not
unrighteous. He loves His children and delights in their
prosperity.

Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my
righteous cause: yea, let them say continually, Let the Lord
be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his
servant.
Psalm 35:27

Those who attack money in ministry and the prosperity
message do so under the devil’s influence. This is true,
because no matter your views on this issue, you will still
agree that money is very important in ministry. There is no
way the gospel can be spread without it.

How much can be achieved without money in ministry?
Practically nothing. You need money to move. Seminars
and crusades cost a lot of money. Radio and television
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ministries are very expensive. Have you ever heard of a
minister who organized a crusade, had a radio ministry, or
built a church with tongues?

No doubt, speaking in tongues, praying and fasting have
their places, but they have no purchasing power. If they
did, thenmany of the ministers would have no problems.
All they would need to do would be to deposit a fast or a
prayer somewhere in order to collect bags of cement for
their church building, or go to the television station and
deposit some tongues in exchange for hours of air time!

Be not deceived, money is of vital importance to the spread
of the gospel. It is the wheels upon which the end time
gospel will rotate round the world. Preaching the Word is
not limited to your town or village alone. It is for the whole
world. Jesus said that before His return, the gospel would
have been preached to all part of the earth. The magnitude
of the task ahead sometimes makes me shudder.

Do you know that new tribes and settlements are being
discovered everyday? There are millions of people who
have never heard the name of Jesus. Some have heard the
name vaguely, but no one has as yet expounded the gospel
truth to them. They are waiting for you and me to bring
them the good news of salvation. They are all over the
world. God has appointed people from every nation, every
tribe to be saved. In Revelation 7:9, we are told:

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
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tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.

In some rendering, the word ‘kindred’ stands for brothers
of the same family. If the gospel has to be taken to every
family on earth, then ministers have only just begun their
assignments. The gospel has to move and it takes money to
move it. God believes in it, that’s why He said in
Zechariah 1:17:

...My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad...

It is only through prosperity that the good news can be
spread abroad. The prosperity we are talking about does not
belong to any human being, it belongs to God.

For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little
while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the
sea, and the dry land; And I will shake all nations, and the

desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house
with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and
the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.
Haggai 2:6-8

The Lord is going to shake the earth with the gospel, but
He is going to do it with money — silver and gold. God
believes that the gospel has to be spread abroad with
money. The more the money, the greater the shaking.

Jesus also believes in it. How do you think Jesus sustained
His ministry? I’m sure you are saying that it was God. Of
course it was God, but He used money.
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And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout
every city and village, preaching and shewing the glad
tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve were with
him. And certain women, which had been healed of evil
spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of
whom went seven devils. And Joanna the wife of Chuza
Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others, which
ministered unto him of their substance.

Luke 8:1-3

Jesus went through all the cities and villages, proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom. He was every bit a human
being when He was on earth, so He wasn’t feeding on the
air or eating heavenly food! He needed to eat, to wear
clothes and to pay for His lodgings as He moved about
preaching. He also needed to feed and clothe His disciples.
The Bible tells us all these were adequately provided for by
people who "ministered to Him of their substance."
Substance could be in cash or kind. No matter which it was,
His needs were met.

Jesus had enough money to need a treasurer! Judas Iscariot
was His treasurer, the only named official in the ministry of
Jesus. He must have had plenty of money to have needed a
treasurer. No poor man ever needs a treasurer, because he
would know where every single coin he owns is!

The apostles were not left out. They believed that money
was of importance in the spread of the gospel. They had
gathered so much from the brethren that they needed
deacons for a peaceful and effective distribution of what
they had. The apostles had no lack. They didn’t have to
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worry about money or what to eat and drink. What was
brought to them was so much that people had to be
appointed to handle it.

How do you think Paul the apostle made all his missionary
journeys? He travelled more extensively than any of the
apostles and he didn’t go on foot all the time. He had to go
by ship a lot of times. He paid his way; not with begging or
prayers, but with money. In 2 Corinthians 8:20, he says:

...No man should blame us in this abundance which is
administered by us:

Paul was adequately provided for on all his trips.

...Money answereth all things
Ecclesiastes 10:19

Money has an answer to all things. That piece of land you
want to acquire for the ministry can only be purchased with
money. Those books you want to publish need money. The
Christian literature you want to get translated into other
foreign languages will only answer to money. The only
thing that will give a positive answer to that television
ministry outreach you desire is money. Money answers all
things, including ministry.

A lot of ministers miss it and never get to achieve anything
because of their hypocritical attitude. They pretend to
people that they don’t need money, but it is a different
matter in their closets. Money is one of the things they fast
and pray for the most. As long as you pretend not to need
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money in public, God will never give it to you, no matter
how much you pray for it in secret.

It is very easy for a man of God to lose his anointing when
under pressure for money. His effectiveness in ministry
might drop to the zero level when there is not enough
money to put things the way they should be. The anointing
for healing and miracles requires money to be adequately
projected.

...Money is a defence...
Ecclesiastes 7:12

Money helps to sustain the anointing. It gives liberty to the
body system, helping it to express itself. It lifts burdens
from hearts. Imagine that you are to minister at a five-day
seminar in which you had to pay for a hall, print the
handbills and posters, pay for radio and television
advertisements. If at the end of the fourth day you have not
received anything near half of the total bills from the
offerings, the fifth day might not be an easy one for you.

Y ou might pretend and say it doesn’t matter, but deep
down, you know it matters very much.

The reason why the Church had been trodden upon in the
past was because she had no substance. The popular
description of a poor man is, "He is as poor as a church
rat." Due to her poor state, her opinion is not respected. Her
voice is not heard. She has no say in the affairs of the
village, let alone the world.
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It takes money to have a voice which is heard. Without
money, the Church can talk all she likes, but none will hear
her. Ecclesiastes 9:14-16 illustrates this clearly:

There was a little city, and few men within it; and there
came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built
great bulwarks against it: Now there was found in it a poor
wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no
man remembered that same poor man. Then said I, Wisdom
IS better than strength: nevertheless the poor man's wisdom
Is despised, and his words are not heard.

The wisdom of the poor man did not grant him recognition.
As soon as his wise counsel was taken and used, he was
relegated to the background. He was no longer
remembered. Without money, a man is despised and
forgotten. That’s why the Church had been despised for so
long. Without it, the voice of the gospel cannot be heard.

The devil knows that money plays a prominent role, so he
tries to keep the Church under by blindfolding the minds of
Christians. He tells them that to have money is to be
ungodly. He tells them that a Christian is supposed to look
poor, battered and tattered. He tells them Christians are not
supposed to own anything on earth, since all their
inheritance is in heaven. He paints a picture of the most
deplorable state of poverty in their minds and the gullible
ones take everything in, hook, line and sinker. The devil
then goes ahead to use these gullible Christians to attack
the successful ones.
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Children of God, it is time to tear apart every blindfold.
Loose yourselves from the devil’s bondage and be free. The
devil would rather have a poor Church than a sick one.
Why? He knows a sick but wealthy Christian can still
sponsor missions and crusades to reach the unsaved. His
money can still speak for him even where he cannot go.

A poor Christian, on the other hand, may not be able to
attend crusades and seminars, let alone sponsor them. Even
In his community, he is looked down upon. His voice is not
heard because of his poverty.

When you look around churches and Christian
organizations today, you see so many needs. As a believer,
you want to help, but you cannot. Why? You don’t have the
means. Many ministries desire to shoot forth. They want
their messages to be heard all over the world, but they are
not able to make any impact, because of inadequate funds.

| will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the
dry land;The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the
Lord of hosts.
Haggai 2:6,8

God does not believe that one can shake the earth with the
gospel without money. That is why He readily says that all
the money needed for the shaking of the earth is His.

Every crusade, both in scope and effect, is largely
dependent on the level of financial investment. The same
evangelist, with perhaps an even greater anointing, might
get a poorer result today than what he got from the same

- 162 -



city he had stormed barely two years before. Yes. What he
invested then was more than what he invested now. What
you sow you reap; and he that sows sparingly will reap

sparingly.

Ministry needs money to stand. It needs money to expand.
Recognize and admit that you need money to push forward.
Money is the wheels of the end-time anointing. God
believes it, so you had better believe it too; otherwise, you
will be unlike God.

If money is so important in ministry business, how does
one get it? What are the practical steps one needs to take
towards getting money for one’s ministry?

How To Get Money For Ministry

We have already established that money plays a prominent
role in the spread of the gospel, especially this end-time.
How then does one get money for ministry business? That
IS, how does one raise money for kingdom advancement?

God cannot provide money for kingdom advancement
without first depositing it in the hands of people. The days
of dropping money from heaven are gone, if there ever
were! Money for kingdom advancement must necessarily
come from people.

God will always bless those who do right. The money may
be in the hands of people, but none will be led to give to
your ministry if you are not doing right (1 Pet. 3:13). For
your ministry to receive money from God’s human agents,
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you have to be in the right gear. The following will help
you.

Be Sure It Is God’s Commission

The ministry God has ordained is the one He will finance.
Is your ministry from God or did it stem out of your own
personal ambition? Did it stem out of a feeling that God
might be leading you in this direction? Did circumstances
and situations drive you into it? Be sure you are on God’s
commission. Be sure you are doing what He has called you
to do.

When Jesus sent out His disciples, He gave them the
following instructions:

Take Nothing

And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey,
neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money;
neither have two coats apiece.

Luke 9:3

Mind Your Mission

And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.
Luke 10:9

Don’t Put Your Confidence in Men

Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no
man by the way.
Luke 10:4
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The same thing He commanded the disciples goes for you
today. Make sure He has called you. Make sure you are
doing what He has called you to do. As you do this, depend
neither on yourself or any man. Turn your back on your
family for support. God has called you and He will do it.

Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.
1 Thessalonians 5:24

It takes God’s commission to command His supplies. This
Is evident from the reports of the disciples when they came
back:

And he said unto them, When | sent you without purse, and
scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said,
Nothing.

Luke 22:35

Divine commission commands divine provision.

Every Labour Has Wages Attached

Having made sure you are in tune with God, the next step is
to labour. The Word of God makes it clear.

And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such
things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire...
Luke 10:7

God is the One who has hired you, He will surely pay you.
God is against idleness. He is always on the look out for
labourers to work in His vineyard.

- 165 -



For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an
householder, which went out early in the morning to hire
labourers into his vineyard.

And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a
day, he sent them into his vineyard.
Matthew 20:1-2

If God has called you to work in His vineyard, He will
surely pay you. All you have to do is to labour. Labour in
the task He has given you and your wages will not pass you

by.

Labour, not with murmuring and complaining, but with
joyfulness and gladness of heart and the abundance of all
things will be yours.

Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with joyfulness,
and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things;

Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the Lord

shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in

nakedness, and in want of all things; and he shall put a

yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed thee.
Deuteronomy 28:47-48

If you don’t labour in your calling with joy, the Word of
God says hunger, thirst, nakedness, lack and want will be
your portion. So, labour with joy and gladness of heart, and
you will not lack anything in your ministry.

Be A Sower
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Reaping must necessarily be preceded by sowing. No
sowing, no reaping. The amount of seed sown determines
the amount of harvest to be gathered.

Be not deceived: God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that he shall also reap.
Galatians 6:7

But this | say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap
sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also
bountifully.

2 Corinthians 9:6

The minister who will not lack is the one who will sow.
Sowing is not limited to material seed alone. The first thing
that determines what a minister reaps from his ministry is
the amount of spiritual seed he sows. Ministers are sowers
of spiritual seeds. When he sows spiritual seed, he will reap
material seeds in return.

It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For
If the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual
things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal
things.

Romans 15:27

God has made it the duty of people who receive spiritual
substance from you to minister their material substance
back to you. Your duty then is to sow spiritual seeds. As
you sow, you will reap. You are not to cajole any man to
give to your ministry. Give them the Word, according to
the leading of the Holy Spirit, and let them make their
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decisions. | discovered this early in my ministry and it has
helped me a lot.

Another area of sowing that makes for increase is the
sowing of material seed. Some ministers believe it is the
responsibility of others, especially the congregation, to give
while theirs is to receive. This is very wrong. A minister
who does not sow from the material substance he receives
will not prosper. As you receive material blessings, make
yourself a channel of distribution for the work of God.
Identify ministries that may need assistance, and as you are
led, send material aid to them. Identify a ministry higher
than yours and pay your tithes there. Let this be a ministry
that ministers spiritual substance to you. Moreover, partake
in the offerings being raised in your own ministry. Take a
cue from David. He gave over and above what others gave
for the construction of the temple.

Moreover, because | have set my affection to the house of
my God, | have of mine own proper good, of gold and
silver, which I have given to the house of my God, over and
above all that I have prepared for the holy house, Even
three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and
seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls
of the houses withal:

1 Chronicles 29:3-4

Be the first to give in your church and aspire to give the
largest. Giving is the only way to receiving. These are the
facts that have helped me in my walk with God. Try them
and your purse will never run dry.
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Funding Of Projects

God is the ultimate provider, but God’s people are His
supply vessels. Examples are the most powerful tools for
understanding issues. Everything that was written in the
Old Covenant is for our example.

Let us examine the fund raising pattern for the building of
the first tabernacle in Exodus 35. How did Moses go about
getting materials and human resources to build the
tabernacle in the wilderness? He got the commandment to
build from God. But Moses must have wondered where he
was going to get the materials for construction from,
especially as they were in the wilderness.

God told him to get them from the people. He went ahead
to tell them about the commandment, and told them all that
was needed. The people supplied all the material and
human resources needed willingly.

When raising funds for a project, the following steps should
guide you:

Make sure the project is ordained of God. God will
only move people to give towards a project He has
commissioned.
Minister life to the people. If you have been
ministering life to the people, they will not hesitate to
support any project you announce to them.

. Declare the project to the people as a divine order and
commandment. Remember Moses declared the project
to the congregation.
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And Moses spake unto all the congregation of the children
of Israel, saying, This is the thing which the Lord
commanded...

Exodus 35:4

Moses told the children of Israel, the members of his
congregation, not the Moabites, the Amorites, or strangers.
Tell the members of your church about the project,
declaring its divine origin and they will obey.

. Demand that they give qualitatively. Note that the
materials needed for the construction of the wilderness
temple were highly expensive, yet Moses did not
hesitate to tell the people to give them. The result was
outstanding.

And they came, both men and women, as many as were
willing hearted, and brought bracelets, and earrings, and
rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every man that
offered offered an offering of gold unto the LORD.
Exodus 35:22

It is your duty to keep charging (not begging) the
people to give willingly until the work is completed.

A minister who does not tell his congregation to give is not
helping them. Giving to the Lord’s work is God’s way of
increasing people. If you will not tell members of your
congregation to give, they will not prosper and if they don’t
prosper, your ministry will not prosper.
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The people are the channel through which God makes His
supplies available; if you will not tell them, your projects
will not be executed.

How To Keep The Financial Flow

The growth of any ministry depends on how much it has
been able to maintain its flow of income. Getting money
into the ministry coffers is onething, keeping it from
running dry is another thing entirely. Below are a few
things you must adhere to, if you want to maintain a
smooth financial flow.

Financial Stewardship

Be faithful and accountable. The money coming into your
ministry is not yours. It is provision for running the
commission. Ministry funds are not for personal use.
Differentiate between His funds and your personal funds.
Do not be caught changing the books, altering or adjusting
the subheads of expenditure.

Do not divert your personal expenses to the church’s
accounts. The ministry is not to cater for the welfare of
your aged parents; that is your personal responsibility. The
ministry is not to run school expenses for your children,
except it is part of your approved benefits. If you eat the
little He has provided, you shut the door against the much
He has in store for you. Be faithful. Be accountable. Be
answerable.
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Let me cite the following challenging instances to help you
fully understand the need for faithfulness and
accountability. Almost the world over, naming ceremonies
are always considered to be great occasions and much
preparation is usually made to welcome the new baby into
the world.

We had our second son in February 1985, and there was no
money to take care of the required cooking for the naming
ceremony. Although there was money in the church
account, | willingly opted for snacks (which was what my
personal purse could afford then), rather than touch the
church’s money. I couldn’t do it, not even in the name of
borrowing! I knew that the money in the church’s accounts
was not for my personal use.

Though it cost me, I escaped touching God’s money. As
head of the organization, | knew that | could have used the
funds without being challenged, but I also knew much more
that it would be cutting down my future. Don’t be tempted
and eat up your future!

At another time, | had a dire need for money. In 1986, my
sister-in-law was to get married and my family, though
expected to be there, didn’t have enough money to make
the trip. Seeing that | had earlier on purposed in my heart
never to touch ministry fund for whatever reason, | had to
look unto God for the provision of what we needed for the
trip.

| considered that my sister-in-law’s marriage was not a
ministry function and so didn’t demand ministry provision.
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| was also confident as we made our preparations for the
trip that my wife didn’t have the slightest idea of our
financial situation. God proved Himself faithful. Just when
we were to travel, a Christian brother arrived our home
with a personal seed of 600 naira, which he said the Lord
laid strongly in his heart to bring to me! Although no one
knew my need, not even my wife, God knew and acted
promptly to ensure that the need was met.

Man of God, if you will be straight in the handling of your
church finances, you will never cease to experience the
supernatural flow of finances in your ministry.

Since the inception of this ministry, we have always kept
account books for the purpose of public accountability.
Early in ministry, we enjoyed the services of volunteer
professional accountants, who served as auditors.

It pays to be upright. Apart from the lack we suffer here on
earth, we stand to also suffer in the great beyond if we hold
on to crookedness. The offering that comes into the
ministry is not your money; you are only a steward. It is
God’s money!

A faithful steward is one who is able to go about his task
without supervision, yet coming forth with maximum
productivity. He is one who is accountable and whose
integrity is unquestionable. Matthew 25:15-21 clearly tells
us that faithfulness is a yardstick for promotion. It promotes
and brings honour to men. So if you cannot handle the
"little," God will not entrust you with the "much." The
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secret of continuous increases and flow is being faithful
where you are and with what you have.

Be Kingdom Committed

Kingdom-centredness is one of the fundamental
requirements for supernatural provision.

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
Matthew 6:33

If you must enjoy the additions of good things in life, then
you must make God’s kingdom your priority. "These
things" don’t just happen; they are additions to those who
seek FIRST the kingdom of God. This is the mystery
behind supernatural provision.

When the kingdom of God remains your primary objective
in the handling of ministry funds, the flow will not cease. If
you go about pursuing the welfare of God’s kingdom, then
money will not only be yours, it will pursue you!

One evening, | went alone to one of our project sites and
while meditating and appreciating God, the Spirit of God
spoke to me, "My son, what have you brought for Me?" |
said, "Lord, what do | have?" Suddenly, | remembered my
monthly salary from the ministry; so | said, "Lord,
whatever is supposed to be my monthly entitlement, | give
to You."

From that day on, | have not received any salary from the
ministry. But I’m neither starving nor poortoday. No, not
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by any standard. What | receive monthly is beyond what |
could ever have imagined, yet it is on the increase daily.
Sometime ago, | asked for a record of my tithe and
offering. What | saw baffled me. Only God could have
released such blessings to me! I locked myself up in my
room and wept. I couldn’t understand what I had done to
earn so much favour. Kingdom commitment is the key to
continuous increases.

From experience, | have seen that anytime there is a
kingdom demand, then know that the time for promotion
has come. The more biting the demand, the greater the
promotion.

When we were to purchase the property where our ministry
headquarters is presently located, the financial demand was
pressing. | gave all that | had. It became rare to see meat in
our pot of soup. Milk also became a very scarce commodity
in the house. The demand was hard on me and my family,
but so also was the upliftment glorious. It shot me up into
another realm of living.

Being committed to the welfare of the kingdom of God is
the key to maintaining a ceaseless flow of funds. It takes
you higher and higher into greater heights of divine
financial supplies.

Be Modest

Do not eat up your tomorrow today. Life is in phases and
men are in sizes. Know your phase and live your size per
time. Wear your size, eat your size, live your size; that’s the
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way to nurture a great tomorrow. Rome was not built in a
day. I would have wrecked my future if | were to buy the
kind of clothes | wear now five years ago.

One of the things I learnt early in ministry is contentment. |
give thanks for whatever | see on my table and eat it. | only
buy what my money can afford. What | cannot afford to
buy, I conclude that I don’t need. Such sense of
contentment has brought me great gain (1 Tim. 6:6).

Remember Esau, who lost his birthright to greed and
Gehazi, who purchased leprosy? Prosperity does not
connote your having everything. It actually means making
satisfactory progress. It is not a point at which a man
arrives, but a process a man engages in. Learn contentment,
for it holds great gain for you. Accept your individuality
and believe God for increases.

Be Thankful

One who murmurs has no place in kingdom business. One
who often complains in the kingdom is doomed for failure.
The shortest way to block your financial flow is by
complaining and murmuring. Those that murmured in the
wilderness were destroyed.

Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and
were destroyed of the destroyer.
1 Corinthians 10:10

One who murmurs has no future in the kingdom. Wherever
you are, no matter what is coming in or not coming in, God
wants you to be ever thankful.
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In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you.
1 Thessalonians 5:18

All things work for good; therefore, we must give thanks in
all situations. Give thanks for the little you have, otherwise,
God says He will curse your blessings and spread dung
upon your face.

And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you. If ye
will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory
unto my name, saith the Lord of hosts, | will even send a
curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, | have
cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart.
Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon
your faces even the dung of your solemn feasts: and one
shall take you away with it.

Malachi 2:1-3

Be thankful always is the surest way of keeping the
financial flow in your ministry. If you were expecting 100
naira and you receive 10 naira, give thanks. Whatever you
are doing, do it with joy, giving glory to God.

Thankfulness opens the door for the abundance of things to
flow unto you, while murmuring and complaining opens
the door to lack, want and eventual destruction.

Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with joyfulness,
and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things;
Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the Lord
shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in
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nakedness, and in want of all things: and he shall put a
yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed thee.
Deuteronomy 28:47-48

It is good to give thanks to the Lord. Thank Him,
irrespective of the situation you find yourself in, and the
flow of good things into your ministry will never cease.
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Chapter 16

The Terms And Benefits Of Service

Every appointment has its terms and benefits of service.
Every business enterprise, no matter how small, has its
conditions and rewards of service. A man working in an
office without an appointment letter stating the terms and
benefits of his service will most likely not get paid at the
end of the month, because from all indications, his name is
not on the staff list. He is just doing voluntary service,
which attracts no remuneration from the office, since there
IS no appointment binding them.

For one to be recognized as a worker, he has to have been
appointed. He must have a letter of appointment. So it is in
ministry. A call to ministry is an appointment. Every
calling of God is an appointment; therefore, it has its
conditions of service or guiding principles.

When God called Abraham, He told him:

Get thee out of thy country and from thy kindred, and from
thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I
will make of thee a great nation, And | will bless thee, and
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing; and |
will bless them that bless thee, and curse them that curseth
thee: and in thee shall all the families of the earth be
blessed.
Genesis 12:1-3
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This was Abraham’s appointment letter. Every detail of his
life was taken care of in it. His part was to depart and keep
his faculties stayed on God, so that God could show him
where He wanted him to be. This was his service. His
salary or reward was that he was to become a great nation.
He was to receive an abundance of blessings that would
enable him bless others and his name was to become great,
that he would be heard of in every nation of the world.

That was not all. God’s insurance department insured his
life. The policy was that anyone who blessed him got
blessed by God, and anyone who cursed him was cursed by
God. He had a covering from all attacks.

He must have considered his letter and said, "Well, | think
this is a good deal. It is a good business; | will take up the
offer.”" He had a choice after having considered the stated
terms and benefits, to either reject or accept the offer. He
accepted it, played his part and got all the benefits.

The callings of God have always followed this same
pattern. He gives you a task and also states the benefits. A
call to ministry is a task. It is an appointment. Be conscious
of this.

A call to preach is an enlistment into God’s army.
Whatever your area of calling is, you are enlisted into
God’s army and are entitled to whatever benefits go with
your task. No soldier goes to war at his own charge. He
must be given a charge by a superior officer. In ministry,
there is only one who gives the charge — God. He is the
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One who calls. Your calling is your task; when you do it,
you receive your wages.

Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charge? who
planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? Or
who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?

1 Corinthians 9:7

God’s terms of service are very distinctly stated in His
Word. They always have two parts. There is what to do and
what to get after doing what you have been given to do.

And he that reapeth receiveth wages...
John 4:36

...Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth
out the corn...
1 Corinthians 9:9

If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing
if we shall reap your carnal things?
1 Corinthians 9:11

Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the
gospel should live of the gospel.
1 Corinthians 9:14

...For the labourer is worthy of his hire...
Luke 10:7

As a minister, what do you do to ensure you get your

wages? God says, "reap", "tread out the corn™, "minister
spiritual things", "preach™ and "labour". This is your part.
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The harvest is ripe, you can see multitudes of unsaved and
unreached people looking for a way out of their miseries.
Go to them. Harvest. Reap them into the kingdom and you
will receive your wages. The corn is ready to be threshed.
Thresh it, that you might partake of it. Minister spiritual
things to the people, feed them spiritually and they will
minister carnal things back to you.

You don’t have to go begging. Do your job. Preach the
gospel, labour in it and you will get your wages. In essence,
whatever your calling, take it up as a task that must be
done. Do it with all your heart, mind and might and your
benefits will surely follow.

A soldier at war does not have to worry about whether his
salary and entitlement are going to be paid or not. He
knows they will be paid. He also knows that if he gets a
recognition through an outstanding performance, he will be
greatly rewarded. So he goes about his task with one goal
in mind — that of excelling.

Similarly, as a soldier of God, your food is in doing the task
on hand. Unlike the in the world, where the incompetent
may get high wages, God’s benefit system cannot be
faulted. He rewards according to what has been done. He
sees all. All things, including the thoughts and intents of the
heart, lay bare before Him. He knows exactly what your
input is and rewards you, using the same measure —"With
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again."
(Matt. 7:2). He rewards according to your works.
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Your input determines your earnings. The benefits are for
the soldier at war alone, not for those who don’t engage in
battles. You know that not every soldier fights. There are
those who dodge for one reason or the other. There are
those who just pretend to be busy working, while in actual
fact, it is just camouflage. There are soldiers who do a lot
of eye-service. When their boss is around, they are
excellent, but as soon as he departs, they go back to their
normal lazy ways. In God’s army, there is no room for
dodging. There is no room for slothfulness or eye-service.
He sees all and knows all.

Only those, who are really at their tasks receive the
benefits. The wages are for the reapers of harvest. The ox
that will eat is the one that threshes out the corn. Many are
called, but few are chosen. Not all those called will live by
the gospel, only those who preach the gospel. God is
watching, He is counting, He is rewarding. You may fool
human beings, but you cannot fool God.

What you receive depends on the spiritual impact you
make. Spiritual impact is the key to material miracles.

...For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their
spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in
carnal things.

Romans 15:27

This is the key to supernatural material miracles in
ministry. You don’t have to go begging from house to
house before you can eat. When you do what you are
supposed to do, there will be no need for special appeals for
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money. Your food is not in going overseas to foreign
countries. No! Anywhere you find yourself is a good
ground, so sow! Minister spiritual things to the people, not
your own things. Get spiritual substance from the source
(God) and dish it out to the people. Know that everywhere,
every hour, there is a specific message from God for the
people.

Wherever you are, get the spiritual food the people need
from God and dish it out to them. It is only when you make
spiritual impact on them, that you are sure to receive
miraculous material supplies from them. Your business,
therefore, is to make yourself a spiritual tank of goodies to
the people to whom you are sent.

Get out on the field of your calling and labour. Do not be a
supervisor or an overseer. In God’s system, the supervisor
or overseer doesn’t have any wages to earn other than their
titles. It is only the labourer who earns wages. | got an
understanding of this early in my ministry and it has
delivered me from begging and borrowing. What | need, |
always get when | go about the business my Father has put
into my hands. What I don’t get, I believe I don’t need, so it
doesn’t bother me. Since the inception of our ministry, we
have never borrowed. We have always used what we have
to get what we needed.

Do you want to earn wages? Then preach! Do you want to
receive supernatural material supplies? Then minister
spiritual substance to the people!
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In ministry business, nobody puts you on any grade level.
You are the one to determine your level of benefit. What
you earn is not in God’s hand, neither is it in the hands of
the devil or your enemies. What you earn is determined by
you! Determine your own salary grade level today with
God. Labour in that assignment which He has given you;
for the labourer is worthy of his wages.
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Chapter 17

The Need For A Viable Structure

The strength of any ministry is largely dependent on the
efficiency of its organizational structure. It takes more than
anointing to succeed in ministry. No ministry succeeds
without a good administration.

Through wisdom is an house builded; and by
understanding it is established.
Proverbs 24:3

Nothing takes the place of planning for productivity and
profitability in ministry. A good administration is the
number one wisdom seed for productivity in ministry. Once
this seed is sown, it cannot but bear fruits.

What is administration? This is the integration of goals and
objectives into functional and profitable units. By this we
mean, putting things in their respective places in order to
achieve an ultimate goal. Where good administration is
lacking, good results will also be lacking.

Have A Goal

The first step in any good administration is to have a goal.
Without a goal, there is no administration. Administration
Is working towards a well defined goal. What is your
organization’s goal? What are you aiming at?
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Every ministry must be set up in such a system that will
make it work. Each should have its own goal, therefore, its
own way of achieving it. What is your goal? Identify it and
set up your system to achieving it. What business has a man
called into writing ministry with crusade team? Be specific
about your goal, focus on it and the system to make it work
will come to you.

My mission in ministry is to liberate the world through the
preaching of the Word of faith. My goal therefore is to get
the Word of faith into every nook and cranny of the world,
for that is my target audience. My administrative structure
therefore has to be in line with this set objective.

Identify Your Medium

After identifying your goal, go on to pinpoint the different
objectives needed to achieving it. You need to identify the
medium of operation needed for maximum
accomplishment. | know that my mission is preaching the
Word of faith to the whole world, but what is my medium
of operation?

The Word of faith can be effectively preached in churches
worldwide and also through crusades and seminars. It can
also be done through the printed pages and electronic
media, and also through training up would-be ministers in a
Bible School geared towards fulfilling this mission. These
and others are my identified media of operation. They are
all geared towards fulfilling the mission given to me by
God.
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Create Departments

After identifying your objective, go ahead to break them up
into functional units. Create departments, each having its
own objective.

In our ministry, for instance, there are many departments,
each having its own objective. There is the Outreach
Department, responsible for seminars and crusades. The
Publications Department is responsible for spreading the
Word through printed and other related materials. The
Missions Department takes charge of planting new
churches, while the Bible School handles the training of
ministers. These departments are the functional units of our
organization.

Develop Your Structure

You have a responsibility to break your objectives up into
functional units. From there, you go ahead to develop your
structure. Each unit should be headed by someone, with
others working under them and individual assignments well
defined. These heads should have a general overseer to
whom they report.

The strength of a system is determined by the people who
make it up. Men are assets to success. Know those God has
provided you with and deploy them to where they are best
suited. A good leader should have the ability of making
men produce results. The only way for maximum vyield is to
recognize the talents of those in your ministry and
effectively utilize them.
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Leadership is not getting things done by yourself, but the
ability to get others to do assigned jobs with good results. A
good organization should have a clear definition of
people’s responsibilities. A clearly written out job
description is of great use if conflicts are to be avoided.

Many ministers make the mistake of filling up vacancies in
their offices with their blood relations. This is not the best
and should be avoided. If a relation of yours has to be
employed, make sure he is better than every other person
interviewed. It is very important for the quality of staff
employed to be controlled. Quality staff produce quality
results.

Avoid overstaffing. Employment should not be on the basis
of sympathy. Always make sure there is need for a new
staff before employing one. It is more difficult to send an
employee away after being employed than to tell him right
at the beginning that there is no vacancy. Let your
promotion policy be clear. Have clear performance criteria
and use it in promotingthe staff.

Promotion should not be on impulse, but on a good
evaluation of a man’s overall performance. Before
promoting anyone, ask yourself, "How effective is he in his
assignment?" "What results has he achieved?" "Has he
produced more tangible results than the others?" If these
questions can be answered favourably, then promotion
should be considered. Promotion should not be done based
on a person’s facial appearance, neither should it be based
on how good individuals are at lobbying. It should
primarily be based on one’s input to the organisation.
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There are times when reshufflements are needed. This is
mostly introduced when new challenges spring up. Be
sensitive. Know when to make necessary structural
adjustments to accommodate current challenges. Also, let
the limits of authority be well defined. A case of one person
taking instructions from two bosses leads to conflict.

A good leader is a motivator. The men below him are
executors. Apart from coordinating and controlling affairs
towards achieving the desired goal, he also has a
responsibility of motivating his staff. He must learn to
appreciate the staff by way of words and action. The leader
must also be able to make disciples out of his executors. He
should make them believe in his spiritual authority and
social integrity.

The best way to raise executors is by letting your spirit
loose upon them. Impart your life to them by speaking to
them often. Create an atmosphere of fellowship. Minister to
them by laying hands on them or anointing them with oil.

A good administrative set up is a pearl of unspeakable
value. It takes diligent search and a deep insight of your
mission to purchase it. The wisdom that you need to build
your house is in your administrative set-up.

Through an organizational structure, a system is productive
and by effective understanding, it is established. The
message | am given to proclaim could have died without
the church I pastor. Only by an effective organization is it
now reaching the wider audience effectively, reaping an
harvest for the kingdom of God.
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The man of God, Billy Graham, has been preaching John
3:16 all his years in ministry. This glorious salvation
message has been preached all around the world, without
losing its power. Due to a good organizational structure,
this simple message is getting hotter and hotter every day.

Wisdom is the principal thing, and with all thy getting, get
understanding.
Proverbs 4:7

Thank God for the anointing. Thank God for the healing
power, thank God for miracles. But thank God much more
for wisdom. The force of wisdom is an unbeatable force.
You may have all the anointing, but without wisdom, your
ministry can fall apart. The strength of your ministry lies in
its organizational structure. Get organized!
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Chapter 18

The Place Of The Media

The Word of God on the inside of a man is a life force that
knows no barrier. The Word of God, we know, is quick and
powerful. It is sharper than any sword you can imagine. It
has power both in the natural and in the supernatural. It
excels wherever it goes. Hebrews 4:12 tells us so.

No wonder then that the man that will be victorious is the
man who has the Word of God on his inside. The man who
will constantly have light and have no occasion to stumble
Is he who will not depend on bread and butter, but on the
Word of God. Entrance into the miraculous is through the
Word of God. This was why the last instruction Jesus gave
to His disciples before He was caught up to heaven was:

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations...
Matthew 28:19

...Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.
Mark 16:15

But ye shall receive power...and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea...
Acts 1:8

The Word of God has been released: "Go." This is the great
commission and every child of God has this mission on
earth. But how do we go? Do we go by word of mouth
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only? Can the gospel be preached otherwise? This is where
the media come in.

One of the instruments that has been very effective in the
spread of the gospel is the media. This includes both
electronic and print media. One of the forces that brought
about the breaking down of the iron curtain in Russia was
the printed Word of God. The relentless influx of printed
materials into the country, in spite of all the checks and
boundaries involved, was a major contributing factor to the
collapse of communism. Where human legs could not
reach, due to human restrictions, the Word of God in the
printed form went and won the victory!

Look at apostle Paul. He was beaten and bound in chains in
several cities. He was continually being locked up in prison
cells. The prison almost became his second home. When he
was not in prison, he was under guard. He could not get to
many of the cities he would have wanted to visit. They
needed his instruction and correction in many places. But
where he could not get to physically, he sent the Word of
God in written form. Half of the New Testament was
written by Paul from the prison cell. As he rightly puts it,
"the word of God is not bound" (2 Tim. 2:9). He was
bound, he was in chains and restricted in prison cells, but
the Word of God went forth and produced the desired
results. The Word of God cannot be bound.

Do not be bothered about your inability to be in certain
places. Where you cannot get to physically, send the Word,
and it will surely prevail. Even though the results tarry,
wait for them, they shall surely shoot forth.
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John the apostle was exiled to the lonely island of Patmos.
This was where the Lord Jesus Christ made His last
recorded appearance to His disciples in the Bible. He
appeared to John, not as a Lamb or as a mere man, but as a
mighty conqueror. He appeared as One who has dominion
— the King of kings and the Lord of lords. He appeared as
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, who has conquered all. The
King of kings appeared in power and gave His last
instruction: Write!

...I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What
thou seest, write in a book, and send...
Revelation 1:11

Getting the Word across to people has been the Lord’s
heartbeat and still is. The Word of God must be preached to
every creature and the role of the media in this commission
cannot be overemphasized. | personally have had series of
personal encounters with God through the media.

In July 1976, | was reading a book written by the great man
of God, T. L. Osborn, titled, The Purpose of Pentecost. |
got so captivated by the revelation in it, that I couldn’t stop
reading until I finished the book. I was drunk, literally
intoxicated by the knowledge of the power God has put in
man. | was on fire and immediately, | had a urge to go and
minister to some people.

When | got there, | discovered they had moved, so | said to
the Holy Spirit, "I am not going to ask anyone for direction.
If what | have just learnt about You is true, then tell me
where these people are." | started out on my way, and for
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the first time in my life, | heard the audible voice of the
Holy Spirit giving me instructions. He directed me to a
very lonely place out of town. There was no one around
that whole area.

Each time | argued, He stopped talking, and when |
submitted, He resumed giving me instructions. | got to a
house and the first indication I received was that | saw
some familiar clothes of the people I was looking for hung
on the clothes-line outside!

There is someone | can never forget in my life. | never met
with him personally, but he made a great impact on my life.
His name is A. A. Allen. I listened to one of his tapes in
1979, titled, The Other Side Of God. As I listened, |
imagined the might behind his words. These words came
like fire into me: "The Lord killeth and maketh alive, he
maketh poor and maketh rich, he bringeth down to the
grave and lifteth up."

This ignited a mighty force on my inside. It gave me all |
needed to start off a ministry in Kaduna, an Islamic city in
the north of Nigeria. When | had this encounter, | never
knew | was going to Kaduna, the city of persecution. But
the Lord knew and prepared me for it.

In 1985, | was watching one of Archbishop Benson
Idahosa’s videotapes. It was one of his powerful
ministrations during a crusade held in Ibadan, Nigeria.
After watching it, | sat down to meditate on what | had
seen. Then suddenly, there was a glorious presence all
around me, and | heard the steps of the Master. He came to
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me and gave me a pat on the back. With that one glorious
touch, the fire in me was rekindled. It burnt with greater
intensity than ever before!

There is power in the Word of God, no matter the form it
comes in. The media publish the Word. They send the
Word where human vessels cannot reach. They send the
Word where you never ever imagine to visit all your life.
They extend your ministry and cause it to reach a wider
audience than you are aware of, or even capable of
reaching.

The Word, whether in the printed form or through the
electronic media, is a powerful tool for evangelism. It goes
before you, to the nooks and crannies of the world,
preparing a way for your personal ministry to follow.

The man of God, Evangelist Reinhard Bonnke, came to
Kaduna, Nigeria, in 1990. A lot of people had never met
him before, but he drew a crowd of over 500,000 at a single
meeting! What brought about the explosion? His audio and
visual tapes had prepared the way for him. The Word of
God through the media had reached the people before him.
The Word went round and the crowd came.

Coupled with being inexpensive, the published Word is
extremely portable and can be distributed in large
quantities. Often, in places where the preaching of the
Word and churches are banned, some Christian literature is
still allowed, because of its non-threatening nature. And
before one becomes aware of it, the seed has been sown,
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and it grows and matures and mighty things start to take
place.

The published Word is as anointed as the spoken Word. It
carries the same anointing with it all over the world. We
have heard of people who received miracles through the
published Word. A man ridden with AIDS received his
healing by merely touching the television screen during one
of Benny Hinn’s ministrations. Kathryn Kuhlman’s daily
radio programme is known to have brought healing,
deliverance and salvation into homes across the United
States.

Besides, the man of God, the vessel used by God, may go
to be with the Lord, but his ministry lives on after him
through the published Word.

The published Word is permanent. It endures from
generation to generation, along with its anointing. Do not
let your stewardship of the mysteries of God die with you.
The Bible says, "The Lord gave the word: great was the
company of those that published it" (Ps. 68:11). The great
ones are those who publish the Word of God given to them.
Join the company of the great ones today. Here are a few
testimonies to encourage you:

A young housewife had had polio for years. She had been
on crutches for six years and was confined to the wheel
chair. She was in her laundry sitting in her wheel chair,
reading Bob Mumford’s book, Face Up With A Miracle.
As she read, the Word of God entered into her and without
realizing it, she started walking around the house! The Lord
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had healed her through the anointing that flowed through
that book!

| was speaking on the subject, The Majesty Of His Voice at
a convention. During the ministration, | gave an illustration
and said: "You don’t just pack your things and go to
Germany when the Lord has not sent you there, otherwise,
you will end up being frustrated."

There was this brother in church that day, who also bought
the audio tapes of the messages and took them along with
him on his business trip to make to Germany. While in
Germany on a trip that was far from being successful, he
unknowingly slotted in this particular tape The Majesty Of
His Voice, and in the course of listening, came the dagger,
"You don’t just pack your things and go to Germany when
the Lord has not sent you there, or you end up frustrated."

What a direct hit! He had just done that (packed his things
and gone to Germany)! The trip was a failure, the Word of
God was proved! He remembered that he did not take
orders from the Lord before embarking on the trip. He
came back disappointed, but instructed! He acted on the
Voice and returned home and he had his breakthrough!

A man was listening to one of my messages on tape in his
roadside shop, when a well-known mad man walked by.
The mad man stood and asked the man, "Who is speaking
there?" The man playing the tape was frightened. He
gathered up some courage and responded, "Bishop David
Oyedepo." Then the mad man questioned, "Can | hear the
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other side?" He was obliged and he received his
deliverance on the spot!

A very dynamic pastor in this country was reading one of
our books, The Miracle Seed, as an unbeliever. But in the
course of reading the book, he got saved and baptized in the
Holy Ghost, and began speaking in other tongues even
before he finished reading the book!

A man, a long time victim of high blood pressure, got hold
of our book, Keys To Divine Health. He received his
healing while reading the book, when the sentence "the
devil is not a gentleman" entered into him.

These are just a few. Great things happen through the
published Word. It is a commandment from the Lord:
"What thou seest, WRITE;, that which thou receiveth,
WRITE; publish it and feed the hungry souls all over the
world."
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Chapter 19

How To Cope With Persecution

Several things accompany success. Success brings fame
and glory. It brings material abundance and fulfilment also.
But such achievements cannot escape the whip of
persecution. Yes, success must necessarily be accompanied
with persecutions.

Stars are going to rise in every realm of kingdom
endeavour. God is raising a people in every sphere of life.
Soon it shall speak. The jewels of God will arise as spiritual
giants and succeed in a world formerly reserved for
unbelievers, causing them to marvel. The half-baked
believers are going to be highly displeased. Those of them
who have refused to move with the cloud of glory, and
having been left behind, will be highly indignant. Then the
stage will be set. The persecution will begin. The
backbiting will start. But let this not be news to you when it
comes, for thus saith the Lord:

The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up
jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall
prevail against his enemies.

Isaiah 42:13

The going forth of the Lord will automatically stir up
jealousy. If the Lord must go forth in your affairs, then
jealousy must rise against you. If you want the success,
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then you must also prepare for the jealousy and hatred it
will arouse.

Every lifting from God is enveloped in persecutions from
the world. Hear what Jesus said:

And Jesus answered and said, Verily | say unto you, There
IS no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my

sake, and the gospel's But he shall receive an hundredfold
now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and

mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in
the world to come eternal life.
Mark 10:29-30

There is lifting in the kingdom. There are rewards in
ministry. But every reward has persecution attached to it.
The hundredfold returns attract a hundredfold persecutions
as well. The degree of returns you receive determines the
amount of persecutions you get. The Lord Jesus made it
clear that there is no successful kingdom-committed man
that will not receive his own share of persecutions.

Persecution is indignation without justifiable cause. It is the
unjust treatment of the progressive. It is the
misrepresentation, castigation, backbiting, the running
down of those who are ahead. It is a weapon of self-defence
for the defeated. The backward and unfulfilled justify their
position by persecuting the frontliners.

Nobody bothered about Isaac while he was just like the
Philistines, trying to make it through harsh famine. Isaac
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must have even told some people that he was God’s
covenant son. I can imagine them laughing at him and
telling him, "Show us what you are worth, God’s covenant
son indeed!"

The famine bit harder. Isaac wanted to flee. He wanted to
give up. But God told him to stay. He stayed and sowed,
while the Philistines laughed at the crazy man who was
sowing when there had been no rain and none in sight.
Isaac was not moved. He pressed on. Then the rewards
came. He received the hundredfold returns and the
hundredfold persecutions came with it as well! The
Philistines were so afraid of his greatness that their kKing
had to drive him away.

Persecution is a human factor of progress. When this
ministry first started, | told those working with me, "Now
that we are all at the same level, you had better do what is
being preached, so that you will not fall behind among the
castigators later, when we start succeeding." If you are not
among the frontliners, it will take extra grace from God for
you not to persecute those in front of you.

Years ago, | was driving with one of my associate pastors
in my Volkswagen beetle car. | had a mighty boil in my
upper thigh. To sit down was an agony, but the trip had to
be made and | pressed on. On the narrow bumpy road, |
told the pastor, "No one sees us now under these hard
conditions. Tongues will only begin to wag when the
grapes of success come to us." This is true in every
endeavour in life. Anointing will not save you from
persecutions.
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You are not more anointed than Jesus. He received more
persecutions than any man alive. While He was in the
carpenter’s shed, he faced no angry Pharisees (I am sure He
was the darling of everyone). Then came a day, His
shooting forth came and He began to preach and to heal.
His success knew no bounds, but so also was the
persecution that followed. Seeing Him alone almost made
some of the Pharisees want to commit suicide.

When Nehemiah was a slave boy in exile, no one bothered
about him. As soon as he rose to the top, the Sanballats and
the Tobiahs rose up against him. The persecution was great,
the opposition was fierce, but God was with him. He was
on God’s assignment, so he prospered.

Persecution is not affliction; it is a proof of promotion.
Persecution is a privilege that all successful men must
enjoy. You must not allow it to deter your progress. There
Is nothing you can do about it. It is a normal course of life.
| was asking the Lord about this one day and He said to me,
"Son, you must allow those behind you to do their job.
Their job is to see your back and talk about you."

Persecutions are traps of the devil to keep you from your
goal. They are meant to distract and weary you, So you may
give up from pursuing your vision. Watch it. The devil is
out to weary the saints of God and persecution is one of his
weapons. Do not fall into the devil’s trap. Do not give in to
the pressures of persecution. Set your face towards the
pursuit of your goal and persecution will give up on you.
The Bible says that all persecutions will bow down to you
because God Himself shall prevail against them.
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If Moses could persevere, if Nehemiah could press on and
succeeded in his mission, then you can face persecution and
win. Jesus, our chief example, persevered and came forth
shining. Follow in His stance therefore, and press on for
greater attainments in the kingdom.

Know this: anyone who finds faults with frontliners is
automatically enlisted in the company of failures. It might
not have been done publicly, but God responds to whatever
a man sows in secret. Remember Miriam. She, together
with Aaron, spoke against Moses behind his back. Though
Moses wasn’t aware of it, God heard and rewarded Miriam
openly with leprosy.

If it is God that has called you, He will always persecute
your persecutors. Do not go fighting back at your
backbiters. When any report comes to you, block your ears
to it. Do not let the report bother you. Forgive your
persecutors and bless them. God will surely intervene on
your behalf promptly.

God is determined to stir up jealousy by releasing His
blessings upon you. Allow Him do it. Persecutions will
come. Look forward to them with excitement, since you
know it is your heritage. As they come, endure them as part
of your package of blessings.
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Chapter 20

The Minister And His Family

A successful ministry is highly dependent on a successful
family life. The minister and his ministry cannot be
dissociated from his family. A man who has strife and
division in his family is most likely to have hot
disagreements and factions within his ministry.

Someone said, "Behind every successful man is a woman",
and | say, "Behind every successful ministry is a successful
family life." The family, as far as God is concerned, is a
single unit. Marriage was ordained for one principal reason
— to make life better for the man God made. An
understanding of God’s marriage institution will go a long
way in helping you to build a successful life and ministry.
Let us go back to the garden of Eden and see what
happened there.

The first human being God created was Adam — the man.
The man was made and a garden was planted for him. This
was his ministry. The man went about his work vested with
the power and authority of the Most High. He was happy.
He never thought there could be anything better than that.
Then the woman was made from the man and for the man,
not vice versa.

The role of the man is clear. He is the head of the woman
and the head of the home. His role and the woman’s role
are clearly stated. Neither of them should subvert God’s
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order. Any attempt to do this will end up in confusion and
possible disintegration of the family.

The first home instituted by God in the garden of Eden
failed because the man failed to play his part. He never
took his responsibilities as the head of the home seriously;
he failed in his responsibilities and this led to the fall.

Adam represented God on earth. He was to look after
God’s creation. He was commanded not to eat of the
forbidden fruit ever before Eve came along.

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for

In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
Genesis 2:16-17

Adam was the head of the government and God presented
Eve to him, to be under his government. He, however, as
the head, did not tell Eve of the gravity of the instruction
passed down by God. Instead, he allowed her to do
whatever she liked. No wonder she walked freely and
carelessly about, and got trapped in a conversation with the
devil, which eventually led to their downfall.

There is more to the responsibility of the husband as the
head than is practised today. Many problems in the home
today are largely caused by the loose grip the husbands
have over their wives. They allow their wives to buy
whatever they like, dress anyhow and go all over the places
as though they didn’t have a head.
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The husband should control the wife in every aspect of life,
even to the type of friends she keeps. This is biblical and
anything outside of it is wrong. The firm grip of man on his
home paves way for wise decisions even when he is not
there. There are certain actions women take in the absence
of their husbands which cause the whole family to suffer.
This was what happened to Adam and Eve.

The roles of the man and the woman are stated clearly in
Ephesians 5:22-25:

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto
the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as
Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of
the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so
let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it;

In God’s family government, the man is the head, while the
woman is the subject.

One of the qualifications of a man occupying any office in
God’s house is that he should be able to rule his house.

One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in
subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to
rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of
God?
1 Timothy 3:4-5

The man is given a divine grace to rule his household. He is
to instruct, correct and rebuke with firmness. The man who
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will play his role well has to be in constant communion
with the throne of grace. A man’s rulership of a home
should be done in love. Husbands are not meant to be
taskmasters. They are to be examples of loving leaders.

Instructions, rebukes and corrections are to be motivated by
love. Their purpose must always be to have God glorified
and His kingdom established in the home. The fear of the
Lord should be the driving force that directs every action of
the husband as the head of the home. The home is to be
governed in the fear of the Lord.

A minister who wants a successful ministry must wake up
to his responsibilities in the home. Rise up and carry out
your responsibilities in your home as a loving leader. Rule
your home in love and establish God’s eternal purpose for
the family in your life.

The woman also must awake to her responsibilities. Her
role is to be a helpmate to the man. She is not to lord it over
him in any way. She is meant to help her husband in
carrying out his God-given commission on earth.

Know this: God is not the author of confusion. He will not
give the man a commission to go to New Zealand and ask
his wife to go to the United States. A woman who
supposedly has a vision which is miles apart from that of
her husband has not seen well. Let her look again and God
will give her His perfect vision for her life. A wife’s vision

should complement her husband’s, if not directly under her
husband.
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God instituted the home to further His plans and purposes
on earth, even as He made Eve for Adam, to help him in
the fulfilment of his life’s mission in the garden.

For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is
the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the
wives be to their own husbands in every thing.
Ephesians 5:23-24

The woman is to be subject to her husband in all things,
even as the Church is subject to Christ. Total submission is
the word. Take a look at the Church in relation to Christ.
With Jesus as head, there is neither argument nor debate.
He gives the orders. He is the Head and rules the Church in
love. All the Church does is to obey.

We are all soldiers, subject to Christ. So also the woman is
subject to her husband. The only way to a fruitful marriage
Is total submission on the part of the wife, and selfless love
from the husband. Submission cuts across all spheres of
life. A woman who refuses to submit to her husband is
disobeying God, and the man who fails to cherish his wife
in love is out of the will of God.

As a wife, you might be a minister of the gospel and your
husband is not, but the Word of God says, "Submit to your
own husband." You might be earning more than he is or be
more highly placed than he is, but this does not in any way
make the Word of God of no effect. Submit to him in
action, in word, looks, etc. Apostle Peter puts it this way:
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Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands...
1 Peter 3:1

The woman is to be subject to her husband. A successful
home is dependent on total adherence to biblical marriage
principles. The Word of God does not grow old. If it
worked for them in Bible days, then it will work now.

Note that subjection without meekness is fake. It takes
meekness to be submissive. A meek and quiet spirit is the
backbone of total submission. Submission is from the heart.
Therefore, if you are haughty and full of pride in your
heart, you cannot be truly submissive.

Sarah is a perfect example of a woman whose submission
to her husband was total. When he told her to tell inquirers
that she was his sister, she readily complied. Pharaoh, the
king of Egypt, took her in. She was in danger, but she stuck
to her husband’s command. God was moved. He came
down and intervened (Gen. 12:10-20).

God can only intervene in your home when His instructions
are being adhered to. A woman should be submissive to her
husband in all things, not only when he is good to her. A
submissive woman is precious in the sight of her husband.
My wife respects and believes in everything | do. She never
raises an eyebrow over any decision | take. This is the
reason she is enjoying the rewards of total submissiveness
today. She does not need to ask for anything before she gets
it from me. | give her all the love and honour due to her
also.
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Your home is expected to be run in accordance with God’s
Biblical instructions. This is the only way to bring down
God’s glory in your life and ministry.

It is a new era. The time of failure is past. God has given
you a mission on earth. Do not destroy your destiny by
disregarding His commandments as they relate to your
home. If you are too smart to obey God, you will be too
smart to enter into your covenant inheritance.

Let us rise and establish God’s kingdom in our homes. Let
the husband play his part and the wife also play her part.
Let us rise and work together towards a harmonious flow of
God’s power in the fulfilment of His commission in our
hands. Let us establish a garden of Eden with a new order,
where no one touches the forbidden fruit.

This is the secret of marital bliss in life. It is the secret of a
successful ministry. Two are better than one, for they have
a good reward for their labour. The good reward can only

manifest when the two join hands together, walking in the
light of God’s Word!
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How To Realize The Full

Potential Of Your Ministry

Dreams are great motivators; they inject the strength
required to accomplish a goal into a man. A dream sets the
pace for achievement. The dream we are talking about here
IS not those pictures we see when we are asleep. We are
talking about a conscious, mental projection of one’s
future. They are images consciously formed in one’s mind,

based on the Word of God.

The mind is your instrument for breakthrough in life and
ministry. The victory that must be won must first be won in
the mind. The height one dreams to attain to must be first
seen in one’s mind or one will never get there.

How did Adam make it in his ministry as keeper of God’s
creation? He made it because, from the beginning, his mind
was positively programmed. Man knew no evil before the
fall. All he could think of was good; he could only see
himself as an achiever, so he achieved.

Nothing was impossible to him until the serpent came and
evil gained access into his mind. He checked the other side
of the coin and negativity was released into the mind of
mankind. The result was the fall of man, and ever since,
man has continually been on the downward path.

God saw it and it grieved His heart. Then His Word came
alive — Jesus came. Positivity was restored to whosoever
will believe. Negativity dies when God’s Word comes alive
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in you. You can build a strong, virile and solid future for
your life and ministry by watching the things that come into
your mind.

Abraham’s Example

Abraham is a unique character in the Bible. He started to
make progress at a very unusual age. He was seventy-five
years old when he was called into ministry. At a very old
age, he was given his lifetime assignment. He was a
nobody when God called him, but through walking with
God, listening to and obeying every Word of His, he
attained unto a great height.

Abraham’s ministry was for him to become established as
an institution through which all the families of the earth
would be blessed. He had a mission, and had made up his
mind to obey God, whether convenient or not.

God saw his obedience and his unusual belief and trust in
Him in a world where no one served the true God. He
wanted to show him the way up, but couldn’t reach him,
because of his nephew Lot. God called Abraham alone, but
he took Lot with him. Lot’s presence in his life blocked his
vision. It was impossible to receive from God as long as
Lot was with him. Then Lot departed, and God arrived
again on the scene. He gave Abraham the key to his
attainment to great heights:

And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated
from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place
where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward,
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and westward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee
will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.
Genesis 13:14-15

God told Abraham, "Lift up your eyes and look, whatever
you see is yours." There was no way Abraham could have
seen the whole of Canaan with his physical eyes. But today,
his descendants are from every race and nation of the
world. I am a Nigerian, but I am Abraham’s seed. I don’t
know your nationality, but if you are born again, you are
Abraham’s seed too. If you are a Jew you are also
Abraham’s seed. Abraham must have seen the whole
world, for him to have children worldwide.

Lift up your eyes. How far can you see? Can you see your
whole city from where you are presently? Abraham
couldn’t have seen the whole world from where he was
with his physical eyes. God was not telling him to look
with his physical eyes, but with the eyes of his mind. This
Is what Paul refers to as "the eyes of your understanding" in
Ephesians 1:18.

God gave Abraham the secret of growth: whatever you can
see with your mind’s eye is yours. Whatever height there is
to attain must first be attained in the mind.

Abraham grasped this truth and put it to work. He looked
and saw. What he saw, he possessed. He saw every race,
every nation and every tribe. He saw the whole world in his
mind’s eye. Whatever he saw, God released to him.
Abraham saw me and you. This is why you hear people
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singing, "Abraham’s blessings are mine" everywhere you
go. The name Abraham has become a household name.

Abraham made it through the active use of his mind.
Dreams were his weapon for securing his inheritance.
Conscious dreams made him move from where he was to
where he was destined to be. The same thing can happen to
your life and ministry.

In the Bible, dreams are portrayed by four major words:

Desire

Your desires represent your dreams. Remember Jesus said
that whatsoever you desire will be given unto you if you
believe in Him.

Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall
have them.

Mark 11:24

Your desires matter to God and He delights in granting
them.

Expectation

God wants you to expect good things, because what you
expect is what you get. Remember the Word of God says:

For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not
be cut off.
Proverbs 23:18
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Also, in Jeremiah 29:11, God says He has "an expected
end" for you.

Imagination

Imaginations are mental pictures. They are very powerful
and God says that what you imagine in life cannot be
restrained from you. God said of those building the tower
of Babel:

...Nothing will be restrained from them, which they have
imagined to do.
Genesis 11:6

Thoughts

Your thoughts are powerful tools for projection. God
answers your thoughts. The woman with the issue of blood
only thought in her heart and she got her answer. This is
why the Word of God says:

For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he...
Proverbs 23:7

These are the four major elements that represent dreams in
the Bible. They are the instrument you use in projecting a
good future for yourself. Your dreams either make you or
break you. Your desires, expectations, thoughts and
Imagination must be free from all negativity if you desire a
positive future.

God has given you all that matters to living. Whatever is
needed for a great future is available to you. You have a
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part to play in moulding a future for yourself. God could do
nothing until Abraham LOOKED and SAW. So also, God
will do nothing until you see what you want.

Stop reading for a minute and LOOK. What do you see for
your life and ministry? What future do you see? Close your
physical eyes and look into the future you are destined to
have as a covenant child. What do you see?

Greatness in the kingdom has no limits, because the God
we serve is an limitless God. He has given you the licence
to see. See big and receive big. Don’t pity God. He is able
to bring to pass what He has promised; you only need to do
your part first — see and see big. The bigger you see, the
bigger you become. Until you succeed in lining up your
mind with the Word, until you start to desire, think,
imagine and expect in line with God’s Word, the beauty of
your life and ministry will not be revealed.

Positive dreams will take you to the highest heights, while
negative dreams will take you to the lowest depth. A dream
of death is the last step to death, a dream of failure is the
last step to failure and a dream of success is a sure step to
success; so watch your dreams. Guard your mind from evil.
Do not allow any negative projections to come into your
mind. What you forbid in your mind, you can overcome
effortlessly. Remember Job. All he expected for himself
and his family was evil continually. Though properly
connected with God, his negative expectations destroyed
everything he had.

-217 -



But consider a man like Joseph, who saw good for himself.
He dreamt good. Though he was persecuted and suffered
greatly for his dreams, but what he saw greatly motivated
him and constantly reminded him of his great future. And
he got what he saw.

The devil knows your greatness lies in your mind, that is
why he attacks it. He seeks to corrupt your mind, because
until you know evil in your mind, you never see it in your
life. Until you stop accommodating negative thoughts, you
will never stop having negative experiences.

Since all the devil wants for you is evil, he seeks to invade
your mind with negative thoughts that lead to your
destruction. But the Bible admonishes that we should never
give him room. Resist him anytime he comes to you with
negative thoughts. Get the Word of God into you and let its
transforming power be unleashed into your mind. God’s
Word says:

...Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind...
Romans 12:2

Programme your mind to think positive thoughts. You will
be accomplished in life if you do mental warfare with
God’s Word. It is a warfare and the weapon of our warfare
is the Word of God.

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the
flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
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exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
2 Corinthians 10:3-5

Do not dwell on negative imaginations, thoughts, desires
and expectations. Counterfeit dreams are future destroyers.
When they come into your mind, cast them out
Immediately with the Word of God. Anything contrary to
the Word must be cast down immediately.

Dream positive dreams and reap positive results. Your
future lies in your dreams. What you see is what you get.
Mental pictures are powerful. Negative pictures can have a
very devastating effect, while positive ones have highly
promotional effect. The choice is yours. Dream your future
into existence.

How To Articulate Your Dreams

Dreaming good is the first step to success in life. After the
dreams have been formed, keep them within. Keep them
private and personal. Allow for an INCUBATION period,
just like the mother hen does for her eggs. Talking about
your dreams immediately after conception may lead to their
being aborted.

Persecution may arise like it happened to Joseph. Others
may even steal them from you and use them for
themselves. Don’t give out your business dreams. This is
dangerous. Jesus said:

Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye
your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their
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feet, and turn again and rend you.
Matthew 7:6

A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till
afterwards.
Proverbs 29:11

Keep your dream secured through covenant incubation.
After the incubation process, the next stage is
INTEGRATION. This is the stage of breaking the dream
into functional phases. This is the planning stage. Here, you
gather relevant facts that will lead to the actualization of the
dream. Proverbs 24:3-4 says:.

Through wisdom is an house builded; and by
understanding it is established: And by knowledge shall the
chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches.

The Living Bible version renders it this way:

Every enterprise is built by wise planning, it becomes
strong through common sense and profits wonderfully by
keeping abreast of the facts.

Study those who have gone ahead of you in that which you
aspire to. Study Bible characters. Acquire facts about how
they succeeded or failed to achieve and why. Get the plans
for successful takeoff in place. Integrate your dream into
your personal life and move on to the next stage.

ACTIVATION is the stage for working out your dream by
positive action. Do not fold your hands and say, "God will
do it." The "God will do 1t" mentality is an idle man’s
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theology. If you don’t want your ministry to remain in a
perpetual state of rest and dormancy, then be prepared to do
something positive about your dream. God will not do
anything in your life without your doing anything in the
direction of your dream. The activation of a dream is what
brings about its realization. A dream not pursued will never
come true. So stir yourself up into action. God’s Word
says:

...Stir up the gift of God, which is in thee...
2 Timothy 1:7

Stir up that dream by activating it. Initiate its fulfillment by
taking the right steps in the right direction. Stir yourself up
into action. Be diligent. Only the diligent will see the glory
of kings.

Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand
before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.
Proverbs 22:29

No lazy man has a future in the kingdom. Your dreams are
helpless when they are not acted upon. They are empty if
they are not pursued. So get actively involved in the pursuit
of your dreams and let the glory of the Lord be manifested
in your life and ministry.

In pursuing your dreams, one thing should be kept in mind.
Always keep the flame of your dreams burning by

constantly focussing on it. Focus on your dreams and press
on and you will attain. Its beginning might be small, but do
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not despise it. Rome was not built in a day. Do not despise
the small beginning of your dream. Zechariah 4:10 says:

For who hath despised the day of small things?

He who despises the days of small things will not see a
great future. You don’t start climbing a tree from the top,
so be happy with your humble beginning and press on to
higher heights.

Focus on your dreams and like Jesus, despise the shame.
Mockery will arise, persecution will abound, but do not let
them deter you. Follow your Master Jesus, of whom it is
said:

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of

the throne of God.
Hebrews 12.2

If you must accomplish your dream, you must be willing to
despise the shame.

Sin is a major hindrance to the fulfillment of dreams. It has
brought down great men, so avoid it like the plague. Joseph
would not have inherited his future if he had committed
adultery with Potiphar’s wife. Sin leads to slavery, so break
loose from its clutches and programme your liberty. The
Bible says:

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight,
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and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us
Hebrews 12:1

Do not let sin rob you of your dream. Watch out. Do not
give room to it. Keep a future of sanity and trust God to
help you.

You can have a successful life and ministry. You are
destined for greatness. Your ministry is destined for glory;
so, loose your mind from mediocrity and use it to create a
glorious future for your life and ministry.

Prayer

"Lord, thank You because when You call a man, You equip
him. And whom You equip, You use. Grant, Lord, that this
reader will have a clear vision, commission and precision.
Give him a proper sense of direction that will result in
profitable and excellent ministry.

Thank You for the gifts that have been deposited in him. |
ask for the grace to stir them up, that his profiting may
appear to all. Thank You, because whatever mistakes that
may have hindered his profiting in ministry hitherto have
been buried by reason of the new revelations he has
received from this book. | pray that today will mark a new
beginning towards excellence in his life and ministry, in
Jesus’ name. Amen."

Now Say This
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"I was created to excel in life and I know that this is God’s
will for me. | purpose to discover what God will have me to
do with my life. If | have a call into full-time ministry, |
will settle down to ascertain the where, when, how and
what of the assignment. With boldness, | step out to
accomplish the task. Whatever task God has given me, as |
stay faithfully to my calling, | know He abides faithful and
will cause the vision to come to pass, in Jesus’ name.
Amen."
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